Ress 
~ Clergymen’ oT Foun 


Suits and Overcoats 


‘made to order—made to measure—made to fit—made to satisfy 


$15, $17.50, $20, $22.50, $25 


less 10% complimentary discount 


\ N JE could tell our story better if you would send us 
your name and location. We would send you 
samples, style books, self-measurement blanks and a 
registered certificate entitling you to a complimentary dis- 


count of 10% on all your purchases, whether lay or clerical 
wear, for yourself or for members of your immediate family. 


@ What we send would prove ours to be the best house in 
the land for real values—would show that we have pleased 
others and that we could please you. 


Q We fit perfectly ‘at long range’—and prepay shipping 


charges on mail orders. 


~ English Woolen Mills Co. 


CLEVELAND CINCINNATI DAYTON LOUISVILLE DETROIT 


MAIL ORDER HEADQUARTERS and 
GENERAL EXECUTIVE DIVISIONS 


416 to 422 Superior Avenue N. W., Cleveland 


RICHMOND, VA. 
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FRADE MARK 
A 100-page catalogue 
descriptive of these 


new and attractive 
methods, sent free on 
request. 


Also our 32-page 

catalogue... . 
The Duplex & 

Plain Envelope 


Systems 


A postal will do. 
Write now... . 


For S. S. SupERINTENDENTS 


The very thing to arouse the 


For Lisprarians 


The“D.E.” LIBRARY CARD SYSTEM 


As a Luspricant or S. S. MAcHINERY 


The “D. E.” CARD SYSTEM 


THe Duptex ENVELOPE & PRINTING ComMPANY 
(INCORPORATED) 
307 S. 12th St, RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 


On Approvai., Freight Paid 2:0. $1.00 


illustrated catalogue No. 14, 


) without 
Door 
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Sundstrom 


The Lundstrom cases are mace under our own 


The Shield System 


Based on the inspiring and delightful 
legends of the Knights of the Round 
Table. 
interest and fire the enthusiasm of 


girls and boys. 


“ $1.75 Beh 


‘Sectional Bookcase 


Pronounced the Best by its Thousands of Users 
atents, in our own 


factory, and the entire produet aa is sold direct to the home and office. 


yy 


hat is the reason we can offer them at such reasonable prices. 


In 


pur 


chasing a Lundstrom Sectional Bookcase you are not helping to tear 
doubtful experiment, but are getting an article which time and experi- 


ence have proyen a wonderful succes: 


r 
Reery book section has a non-binding. 
highly finished in Solid Golden Wak, 


s. Our sectional bookcases are the 


oduct of years of undivided attention to this one line of pa nurRel oe 


‘ops and bases, $1.00 eac 
All goods sald direct from factory only 


Lest You Forget 


We will Remind You that There 


is No Other Lantern on Earth 
That begins to compare in work or style 
or price with a McIntosh Lantern, and 


if you want to know why, write to our 
Dept. 5 and we will tell you something. 
STEREOPTICON 


MecINTOSH company 


CHICAGO, ILL. 


disappearing glass dose and is 


Writefor The C. J. LUNDSTROM MFG. CO, Little Falls, N.Y, 
Mfrs. of Sectional Bookcases and Filing Cabinets, 
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COLLECTIONS INCREASED 
25 TO 460 PER CENT 


BY USING OUR RECORD OF CHURCH OFFERINGS 


UR records prove satisfactory wherever used, as they are -adapted to all denominations, 
and, while simple, are accurate, and can be written up quickly by the treasurer, and at 

the same time show every Subscriber’s account for the entire year on a page, with spaces for 
quarterly balances. 
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Above is a Condensed Form of Our Weekly Record 


Size No. 1. Record of Weekly Offerings—For the weekly system, Will accommodate 
names of 600 subscribers for a whole year, or names of 100 subscribers for six years. 
Ruled for 25 namesto a page. Price, by express, delivered anywhere, prepaid...... $ 1 .65 


No. 2. Double Size of No. 1—By express, prepaid........2...-. 22s ce eens 2.70 


Everything Necessary for the Successful 
Operation of the Envelope System 


Hymn Board No. 1— Material is 
figured oak, 37% inches high, 13 
inches wide, and is % inch thick, 
has two strong strips on the back to 
Strengthen, and contains six spaces 
to insert the cards and figures. There 
is furnished without extra cost with 
each board the following cards: 
Psalm, Hymns, PS., Day, Pro., Rec. 
and Sel, also six of each figure, from 
1 to 0, inclusive. Cards and figures 
are white letters on black back- 
ground. Price of board, cards and 
figures, complete, $5.00, net; de- 
livery extra. 


Hymn Board No. 2— Material is 
chestnut, % inch thick, 29 inches 
high and 12 inches wide; contains 
Six Spaces. There is furnished with- 
out extra-cost with each board the 
following cards: Psalm, Hymns, 
P.S., Day, Pro., Rec. and Sel., and 
six of each figure, from 1 to 0, in- 
clusive. The cards and figures are 
white letters on black background. 
Price of board, cards and figures, 
complete, $2.50, net; delivery extra. 


GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM CO. 
122 NASSAU STREET NEW YORK 
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MARRIAGE 
CERTIFICATES 


AT LET-LIVE PRICES 


PON request, we will send any ordained Minister 


of the Gospel an assorted dozen **Helt’” Marriage 

_ Certificates, all exprefs paid, and if same are not 

the finest you have ever seen,—satisfactory in every way,— 
price and all, goods may be returned within five days at 
our expense; if kept over five days the certificates are 
yours, to be paid for 60 days from date of invoice or, 
take a liberal discount for 10 days’ cash. In ordering, 
kindly say whether books or framing designs,—in fact, tell 
us as near as you can, exactly what you want. We own 
the copyright and are exclusive publishers of every design 
we send out, and are confident that we can please you, 


Yours are the best goods, the best 
packed pecods, the best goods for the 
pa pave ever received, 

ev, J. J. WooLky, Pawtucket, R. I. 


I am delighted with them, they are 
the best I have ever used. 
Rev. R. PEARSE, Erie Pa. 


I am much pleased; your certificates 
are the best value I ever had. 
Rey. G. H. Wuitnky, Alpena, Mich, 


Address—T HE HOLT CONCERN 
7719 Lowe Ave. 
Chicago 


ke $6.75 ere 


S MODERK DupLicATOR 


DURKIN REEVES & Co. 
i SOLE MANUFACTURERS 


% 
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THE “MODERN” DUPLICATOR 


CONTAINS NO GLUE OR GELATINE 

The NEW (Clay-Process) method of duplicating or printing Letters, 
Music, Lessons, Drawings, etc, It costs $2.75 to $6.75, according to size, 
less SPECIAL DISCOUNT to Ministers. You can make 100 pertect copies 
from each writing, pen, pencil or typewriting. Booklet or Salesman free. 


C. DURKIN, REEVES & CO., Mfrs., 339 Fifth Ave., Pittsburg, Pa. 


DO YOU PREACH? 


It is a well known fact that the extem- 
poraneous speaker holds his audience and 
gives greater satisfaction than the one who 
speaks from notes. 


Thousands of preachers have testified to 
the great benefit derived from my method. 


A well known clergyman writes: ‘‘You have 
ncreased my capacity as a public speaker four-fold 
am now able to express myself upon my feet with 
greater clearness and persuasion than ever before.” 


My course is simple, inexpensive, easily ac- 
quired. Gives an alert, ready memory for names, 
faces, details of study. Develops will, capacity for 
thought, conversation, public speaking, and writing. 
Peculiarly adapted to members of the clergy and I 
receive most enthusiastic letters from them. 


The Rev. Dr. Brushingham, of the First M. E. 
Church, Chicago, says: ‘The results of your in- 
structions have been very gratifying indeed.” 


The Late Prof. David Swing wrote: ‘1 think 
you an’excellent teacher.”” ‘ 


Thousands of like testimonials. Individual in- 
struction by mail. Write me today for my wonder- 
fully interesting illustrated 32-page booklet ‘*How 
to Remember,” sent free. Address 


DICKSON SCHOOL OF MEMORY 


952 KIMBALL HALL, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


$15 FOR THREE BEST METHODS FOR 
MANAGING CHURCH FINANCES 


| Ne the December issue we wish to present the very best methods for taking care of church finances. We 

will pay $5 each for the three best articles, from 300 to 400 words, explaining methods of managing church 
finances. The method described must haye been used within the past two years, and the article must give 
the actual results and be explained so that others may use it, The articles may include the following features: 


Organization of Committee. 
Presentation of appeal to members, 
Method of keeping accounts, 
How to overcome shortages. 


In giving the results of the effort, mention the gain in membership or permanent attendance. 


Address F. M. BARTON, (Finance Articles) 


708 CAXTON BUILDING 


CLEVELAND, 0. 


DON’T BUY 


A GOOD STEEL CEILING 


as occasion demands 
that’s precisely what | 


Wilson’s 
Rolling. 
Partitions 


FOR CHURCHES 


provide. They transform the main floor 
into separate rooms and back again to 
the former in a moment’s time. Leaves 
open space or makes sound proof class 
rooms. Illustrated pamphlet free if you 
mention Current Anecdotes. 


JAS. G. WILSON M'F'G CO., 


9 West 29th St., NEW YORK. 
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YOU CAN GET THE BEST 
AT THE SAME PRICE 


and besides, you can get the pure GOTHIO, 
ROMAN or ROMANESQUE sstyles, absolutely 
correct in detail, to harmonize with the archi- 
tecture and other decorations. We reserve these 
styles for the exclusive use of sacred structures. 
Not a piece of them can be found in any pro- 
fane building! Send diagrams and measurements 
for suggestive drawings and prices. 


The Berger Manufacturing Co. 
CANTON, OHIO. 


100 copies of any writing or drawing in 20 minutes 
CHURGH THE LAWTON -— 
SIMPLEX PRINTER 


| | 
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Has been manufactured for 15 years, and is 
the most reliable, cleanest, cheapest and 
simplest duplicating apparatus in existence. 
Requires no washing. 
NO NEW-FANGLED IDEA 
OVER 100,000 IN USE 

Any boy can work it, and after you buy it 
the expense ends; there is no need of purchas- 
ing supplies of stencil paper or anything else. 
The original is written on any ordinary paper, 
with any pen, and from this 100 copies can be 
made, in one or more colors; or, with an 
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— aE va original written on the typewriter, 50 copies 

can be produced quickly and without trouble. 

Chime, Peal and School Bells of Agents wanted everywhere. Send for circu- 
High Grade Only. lars and samples of work. 


MENEELY BELL CO. Sa maaeee ge 


River and Adams Streets, TROY, N. Y. ee beast A aes es ee oe 
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PHE SS APE PY OF 
BANKING BY MAIL 


The best proof of the safety of sending 
money by mail is the fact that the tremen- 
dous exchanges between banks of different 
cities, amounting to tens of millions of 
dollars a day, are handled entirely through 
the mails, without loss. 

You can deposit here by mail, wher- 
ever you live, and be assured of 


4 PER CENT INTEREST 


and the absolute safety of your funds. 
Send for booklet «*N’’ giving’ full infor- 
mation—free. 


This is a strong conservative savings 
bank of unquestioned financial standing 


THE CLEVELAND 
TRUST COMPANY 


(Savings Bank) 
CAPITAL 
SURPLUS 


$2, 500,000.00 


2, §00,000,00 
Over 64,000 Depositors 


CLEVELAND, OHIO 


, 
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TWELVE BASKETS FULL 
ORIGINAL SERMON OUTLINES 


COMPILED BY 
HENRY PICKERING. 


A COLLECTION OF STUDIES FROM 
Pastors, Teachers, Missionaries and Others for 
Bible Students, 

Gospel Preachers, 
Bible Expositors, 
Busy Men, 
Open Air Preachers, 
Sunday School Teachers, 
Christian Workers, 


WITH COMPLETE INDEX TO THE 


640 SUBJECTS. 


Original in idea, varied in theme, suggestive in 
scope, useful to all. 


120 PP. CLotH, 50c., Postpaip. 


Gospel Publishing House, 


D. T. BASS, Mar. 
54 West 22nd St., NEW YORK. 


t2Send for our 64-pp. Catalog of Bible Books, & 


Winona Hymns, No. 1 


A New Song Book by J. WILBUR CHAPMAN. Edited by E. O. Excell. 


A superior collection. 


Many new songs that will charm you; 


and familiar songs and hymns that never grow old. 
All of the highest quality. 


GOOD FOR ANY PART OF YOUR WORK. 


‘cc oi > o 
The King’s Business,’’ 


“The Glory Song,’’ 


“Grace Enough For Me,’? Ete. 


A SAMPLE COPY WILL CONVINCE YOU. 


PirRore 


Cloth Board binding, $25.00 a hundred. 
Manila, $10.00 a hundred, net. 


Es 
Sample copy, 25 cents, postpaid. 


Sample copy, fifteen cents, postpald. 


NOW READY FOR DELIVERY 


ADDRESS 


P ARLEY E. ZARTMANN, Winona Lake, Ind. 
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The Expositor 


and . 
Current Anecdotes 
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PERSONAL EVANGELISM 


Notes from an address by Chas. L, Goodell, D.D., Pastor Calvary Methodist Episcopal Church, New York. 


I wish to speak of the great work to which 
as Christian workers we are called. There 
ought to be instituted, so far as possible, in 
every church a special season of revival ser- 
vices every year; the pastor and his member- 
ship should be banded together for this great 
work. I have led a week of these services 
when there was little to show for my work, 
but I never continued for three weeks that the 
power of God did not come upon us. What 
if the disciples had said before the day of Pen- 
tecost, at the end of the third, fourth, or fifth 
day, “I guess we had better go home now!” 
What if they had not waited and prayed until 
they were filled with power from on high! 
I make the plea tonight for this earnest, con- 
secrated, protracted service. I feel that if I 
could only bring the preachers and the work- 
ers into sympathy in this great work there 
would be a harmony which: the church has 
never known before. My message tonight is 
a message on the line of personal work, and it 
is not simply to preachers alone, but to preach- 
ers and church workers together. The ideal 
is an aroused church with an earnest, aroused 
preacher. Who is the preacher? He is Gods 
man and your man. He is at your service and 
the service of the Lord Jesus Christ. The 
pastors come for a few years and they will go; 
they are sent here to preach the Gospel, and 
they will pass on and others will take their 
places. But you, O church member, and the 
church are to stay here through the passing 
of the years; you are to build up the church 
and do the great work of God in this place. 
My plea tonight to the membership of the 
churches in this City of Cleveland is that they 
will take hold of the great work you have 
to do, No'pastor but wants to come into fel- 
lowship with every memher of his church. The 
pastor and the people are to have the same 
grace. The pastor has his work and his place 
and you have your work and your place, each 
in his own field. It is said that a famous 
Boston pastor was asked how he had so much 
success and power in his work. He replied: “I 
preach on Sunday and on Monday there are 
400 members who go out from this church to 
do what I have preached.” 

Turn and consider what you are doing. 
Don’t break the heart of your pastor; ‘stand 
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by him. He cannot do it alone; the member- 
ship of the church must stand by him. It is 
your work; he is your man, he is God’s man: 
and do youstand by him and pray mightily to 
God out of the depths of your heart. Stand 
by him, no matter if there is something about 
him you don’t like. Some of you have 
children in your home, and a sentence passed 
across the breakfast table will destroy the 
work he has been trying to do in the heart of 
your child. God help the membership of the 
church to realize that they must absolutely 
stand by the man of God in their church. I 
recently received a letter from a committee in 
one of our cities in New York State. They 
said: “There are sixty churches of us and we 
have banded together for a great work. We 
would like to have you come to us and con- 
duct revival services for a month.’ I wrote 
back to them: “You, sixty churches, and you, 
sixty pastors, hold your own services and you 
will be surprised to see the blessedness of the 
result.” Sixty churches! Suppose only one 
hundred people came out in each church, that 
is 6,000 people. More persons would be won 
to God in such services by pastors whom they 
know preaching and working among them, 
than by a stranger coming among them. 
So I urged those pastors to take up the work 
with God to help, and their churches to stand 
by. There is no immediate danger that we shall 
do too much for God, that we shall be too 
zealous for God. There is a picture that I 


- would like to have in the home of every lay- 
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man, of every Sunday School worker, of every 
pastor. It is a picture of a servant of God 
climbing up a stair case, holding in his arms 
a little lamb, but stopping to talk to the people 
who have gathered around. Weary in the 
work, but not of it, he stops there on the stair- 
way and preaches until the candle burns down 
into its socket and goes out. I call him a 
burning, shining light, and I would to God 
that spirit could get into all the ministers and 
all of our churches that we might do every- 
thing in our power and be burning, shining 
lights for God. The necessity Of personal de- 
votion for this work, I am going to bring home 
to your thought. The necessity of personal 
work, personal contact with the individual,— 
there is no method in the world that matches 
it. We read in the first chapter of John how 
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“the church of God begins, Andrew wins Peter, 
the first convert. You have a chance to do the 
same thing, you are in touch with some one. 
Let me remind you of a mother, sad for the 
passing of her child; let me show you the 
prophet of God, his lips ta the child's lips, his 
heart to the child’s heart; and so, lips to lips 
and heart to heart, life came into the child 
and the prophet gave him over to his mother. 
A minister once said that, if it were revealed 
to him that he had only six years to live un- 
less he should win 1,000 souls for God, and if 
he might choose either to preach the Gospel 
‘from the pulpit, or not to enter the pulpit, but 
to devote his time to personal effort for the 
salvation of souls, he would choose the latter. 
He spoke wisely and well; I could say amen 
to that myself. In my own -ministry the 
blessed hours of personal work, the opportuni- 
ties which I have had face to face with the 
individual, have brought me better results than 
any I have had from the pulpit. Speak 
concerning the work in the Sunday School; 
now is the chance of your life. You will 
thank God twenty years from now that you 
had a chance to urge one soul to Christ. 
When that boy has forgotten your teaching 
about the geography of the lesson, about the 
history of the lesson, he will never forget the 
throbbing of your heart as you tried to win his 
young soul to Christ. There are some of us 
here who will never cease to thank God for 
the personal effort of their Sunday School 
teachers. Oh! God, help you to be faithful! 
It is the personal work that counts, using the 
longing of your very soul for the salvation of 
your class. There is nothing that has paid me 
as well as my personal work among the mem- 
bers of my congregation. I have a meeting 
for the mothers during my special services, 
and I look them in the face, 200 or 300 of 
them, and I ask them if there is any one in the 
-world who wants to see their children saved 
as much as they do; I picture their responsi- 
bility for those immortal souls and I try to 
lay on their hearts the great importance of the 
work. God has moved these mothers’ hearts 
most wonderfully. Can you live and be happy 
while your children are not saved? You say 
salvation is a necessity; do you act as if you 
believed it a necessity? Get the responsi- 
bility into your hearts that we must win our 
children to God. Many a Christian man hasn't 
his own children saved. There was the son of 
a bishop of our church who was not saved, 
and the bishop came to me and, with tears in 
his eyes, said to me, “I have brought other 
children into the kingdom of God, but my own 
boy is still outside the kingdom. Won’t you 
do something personal for him?” JI said, “If 
there is anything I can do for your boy, I will 
do it.” I saw the boy again and again; it was 
a long experience, but at last when he was 
about to take a long trip around the world 
with his father, I laid my hand on his shoulder 
and, calling him by name, I said, “You are 
going on a long trip and it will be many, many 
months before you come back again, and I 
want to ask you if you are ready to give your 
heart to God?” He answered, “I have been 
waiting now for several days for you to put 
me in just this place. By the grace of God I 
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will.” I said, “Next Sunday will be the last 
Sunday you will be here for a long time; will 
you come to the altar in the presence of the 


great congregation and confess your belief in 


Christ?” “Yes,” he said, “I will do that or 
anything else that you think I ought to do.” 
I went to the bishop and, laying my hand on 
his shoulder, I said, “It is settled!” “What 
is settled?” “Your son has just told me he 
has given his heart fully to God, and will be 
received into the church on probation next 
Sunday.” I felt the thrill that ran through the 
bishop’s body as I told him this, and he said, 
“T would rather have that message from your 
lips than to have you give me a check for $25,- 
000,” and by the look on his face I was sure 
that he meant it. It is the personal work that 
counts. Jimmy was a member of the church, 
but prosperity came to Jimmy, and ashe got 
money he forgot God. He fell into bad com- 
pany and began to drink; all his fortune, an 
interest in a whaling vessel, went down 
Jimmy’s throat until he wasn’t worth a dollar. 
He had a place as salesman in the fishing busi- 
ness, that was all. He hadn't been in a church 
for years, but I noticed him at meeting one night 
sitting on the back seat. One of our workers 
introduced me to Jimmy, taking me aside and 
telling me his story. Somehow, my heart was 
drawn toward the fellow, and I said to him, 
“These are your friends and you can’t do bet- 
ter than to stay with them.” Jimmy was 
moved by the heart-felt interest that he knew 
I had in him, so he came week after week. 
Sometimes he would be sober and sometimes 
he would be so drunk that I hardly knew if he 
could get out of the church alone. 

One Sunday night Jimmy came in and drop- 
ped heavily down in the back seat. I was in 
the pulpit and I said to myself, “He has either 
been drinking more than usual or else there is 
something going on. No, Jimmy is sober 
enough so that he knows what is going on.” 
And if ever I preached at any man in my life 
I preached at Jimmy with all my soul. I tried 
to bring the judgment day as close as I could. 
I did my best. After the sermon we went 
down stairs and soon Jimmy came in and 
threw himself on the front seat. “Something 
is going to happen tonight,” I said to myself. 
I gave the invitation to any who wanted to 
seek Christ to come to the altar. Jimmy came 
forward and threw himself on the rail. I said 
to-one of my workers, “You talk with him and 
keep him until I am through with the rest of 
the people; tell him I want to see him after 
the service.” After the service was over 
Jimmy had taken his place again on the back 
seat. I went to him and threw my arm around 
his shoulder and talked to him. He said, 
“Doctor, I want it and I am going to turn 
over a new leaf, but I have got to have just 
one more drink. Do you think it would be 
better for me to go down to the Revere House, 
where I will meet my old friends and they will 
set up the drinks and I will set up the drinks 
until I get four or five drinks, which do you 
think would be better, for me to do that, or for 
you to slip out and get me just one more 
drink?” Well, as a matter of argument Jimmy 
had me; I thought for an instant and-then a 


bright thought came jnto my mind and I said, 
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“You want something to eat, Jimmy.’ He 


replied, “I guess you are right; I haven’t had 
anything to eat today. I had a drink this 
morning, and two or three more at noon and 
another tonight, and I haven’t had anything 
to eat today.” I got him down to a restau- 
rant where they had nothing but tea and coffee 
to drink. I ordered black coffee and _beef- 
steak, and after he had eaten the steak and 
drank two or three cups of coffee he began to 
feel quite like himself, and he said, “I feel bet- 
ter, I guess I will go home now.” I said, “I 
will go home with you.” At the front steps 
he said “Good night.” I answered, “I will go 
up with you to your room.” J went up three 
flights of stairs to Jimmy’s little side room. 
He said “Good night.” “No, Jimmy, I will 
step in with you and see you tucked into bed.” 
So I stepped in and tucked him in bed and 
talked with him and then went home. When 
he heard my feet echoing down the street, he 
said to himself, “Now the minister is gone, I 
will put on my clothes and go down and have 
a good drink and a good time.” He got out 
of bed and started to put on his clothes, when 
all at once he stopped and said, “I won't do it, 
I am a mean man but I am not mean enough 
to do that. After the minister was kind 
enough to come clear home with me and tuck 
me into bed, I am not mean enough to go 
back on him.” A strange thing happened 
when Jimmy woke up the next morning; for 
the first time in 25 years he didn’t want any 
liquor. I can’t explain it, but I know it is a 
efact, that Jimmy didn’t want any liquor and 
he didn’t get any. He went on day after day 
and he didn’t want any liquor, and he came 
into the meeting and gave his blessed testi- 
mony. Some time after I had left that church 
I asked Dr. —— about Jimmy. He said that 
Jimmy fell, and for three days nobody knew 
where he was; but on the fourth day he was 
back again broken-hearted. He said he had 
fallen, and could the church ever have confi- 
dence in him again? One said to him, “God 
bless you, Jimmy, we never loved you so much 
as we love you now.” It was more than two 
years after that, one night he stood up in the 
meeting and said, “I have had my troubles 
and you know how I fell.” He stood there 
and told the story of his shame, and then said, 
“T want to tell you at five minutes of 9 o'clock 
on the 12th day of June Jimmy read his titie 
clear to mansions in the skies.” The next 
day, while seated at the table, Jimmy was 
taken with a stroke of apoplexy, and he was 
gone. They will tell you how on the last 
night of his life Jimmy stood there and said, 
“Five minutes to 9 o’clock on the 12th day of 
June Jimmy read his title clear to mansions in 
the skies.” To my mind that kind of a divi- 
dend is the one that pays. What better divi- 
dend could you want? It is one that will 
come to every one of us, if we will be faithful 
in our work and keep in personal touch with 
men. 

Andrew Hurd lived in Brooklyn and was 
secretary of the Sunday School in Dr. Blank’s 
church, It was during my ministry in Han- 
son Place church. I was in my study talking to 
aman who had been given to liquor, when the 
bell rang. The girl said there was a young 


man to gee me. In a few minutes f stepped 
back to see what the young man wanted. He 
said, “I was at your service’ last night, and 
you said that a young man of strictly moral 
habits who was outside of the church of 
God might do more damage to young people 
than a man who was in his cups. Do you 
mean what you said? The reasons you gave 
moved me mightily.” I had said that a young 
man, for instance, who has a position in the 
bank, has the respect of every one in the com- 
munity, but if he is not a Christian and is not 
‘nterested in the work of the church and of 
God, other young men will say, “Look at ——. 
if he can live out of the church I can live a 
jife out of the church, too. I won’t go into 
it.” He said, “I am the secretary of the Sun- 
cay School at Dr. Blank’s church; I am not a 
member of the church and I fear my influence 
is against the church. Is there any chance for 
me?” I talked with him earnestly and then 


‘said, “There is a young man in the other room, 
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would you come in with me and talk with 
him.” Then, with one of them on each side of 
me I[ knelt down and we talked the thing over 
with God. I asked him to come again the 
next night. “Yes, I will come, I can’t sleep, 
this must be settled.” He came the next night 
and the next, and on the fourth night he came 
into the light of God. The following Mon- 
day one of the members of his family came to 
me and said, bursting into tears, “Our dear 
brother Andrew died yesterday and I come 
to bring a message to you; it is his last mes- 
sage. 


““Tell Dr. Goodell as a last thing he can do 
for me, I want him to tell the story of my 
struggle and how I found Christ.’” The next 
day his father came to me with tears in his 
eyes and said, “My boy said he wished’ that 
you would not only hold that service at this 
time, but that you would tell the story when- 
ever you hold revival services.” That was six 
years ago and every single time I hold my 
special meetings I have told this story to my 
congregation. When I went that first time to 
tell the story, this message of the dying boy 
to his friends, the chapel was so crowded I 
could hardly get up to the front where I was 
to speak. The whole audience was in tears, 
they had all known and loved him many years. 
I never felt more the sympathy between God 
and a dying man than I did that day as I 
gave his message to those young men and 
women—how he had made a great mistake 
and how he had found the Lord and wanted 
that they should find him too, 


There is nothing on earth that can com- 
pare with it, the opportunities to bring in- 
dividual souls to God. There isn’t any work 
anywhere that pays so well. 

When Samuel Rutherford, the Scotch di- 
vine, was lying on his death bed, they told him 
he would have a summons and be executed at - 
a certain time. He said, “I have another sum- 
mons, and before the Scotch summons reaches 
here I shall be where few great men and 
kings come.” 


As he was about to be separated from his 
church, his tender interest in it led to expres- 
sions, incorporated in a poem. 


“Fair Anworth by the Solway, to me thou 
still art dear, 

Ev’n from the verge of heaven I drop for thee 
a tear. 

Oh, if one soul from Anworth meet me at 
God's right hand, 

My heaven will be two heavens—in Iimman- 
uel’s land.” 

When a man has the power of the Almighty 
God in his soul, the more he gives out the 
more he receives. He is made a power just 
in proportion as he gives out his power. I 
commend to you that glorious miracle and 
tell you that if you lose your life for Christ’s 
sake you will find ‘it. 

Evangelism 

Evangelism has been said to be the procla- 
mation of the gospel. It is more than that. 
Evangelism is the proclamation of the gospel 
in such a fashion that the dead shall hear and 
live. 

Men are not saved by contract, 
contact. 

It is our business to get a hearing for men 
before God, and to get a hearing for God be- 
fore men; and if you can’t get it in church, 
get it outside of church, but in the name of 
God, get a hearing! 

Evangelism is not a matter of profes- 
sionalism but a matter of “possessionalism.” 

No man has the real gospel who is not 
ready to give it away,—and that is the only 
way in which he can keep it. 

A lot of men weep over their sins and hug 
them tight. 

You walked down street the other morn- 
ing talking business and politics, stocks and 
markets, candidates and Congressional meas- 
ures, with the man on your left. And all the 
way Jesus walked on your right hand. When 
you parted with your companion, Jesus left, 
too, grieved at heart because you did not give 
him an introduction. 

In a presidential campaign a few years ago 
the leaders of one party began to be troubled 
about the prospects of the important state of 
New York. The chairman of the National 
Committee came to New York to meet the 
local politicians. They eagerly asked him how 
about this state, and that city, and how the 
nation was going. The chairman listened for 
a while, then said, “Gentlemen, it is no con- 
cern of yours how Ohio goes, or how the na- 
tion is going; it’s no concern of yours how 
New York goes, your concern is your block.” 

The nature of the gospel itself is Christ’s 
call to give it to another. 

The pastor is the overseer of evangelism, 
not the monopolist of it. 

God never made a conversion-mould into 
which everybody must be put. 

If you have no impulse to give your religion 
to the other man, you have the wrong brand, 
and had better go back and change it. 

What we need most of all is not the methods 
of our fathers, but the spirit of our fathers — 
From an address made by the Rev. Theo- 
dore S. Henderson, Field Secretary of the 
General Conference Committee of the Metho- 
dist Church. on Aggressive Evangelism. 


but by 


Things a Pastor's Wife Can Do 

One of six chapters, reproduced by permis- 
sion from a book of above title, published 
and copyrighted by The American Baptist — 
Publication Society, Philadelphia, Pa. 


HOLDING OFFICE 


Some of the most important things a pas- 
tor’s wife can do are the most difficult to de- 
scribe. In some way she shculd always be 
found among the soul winners in.the church. 
In order to have the strength and time for 
this most important work, it would be well 
to accept as few official positions as possibie 

It is the custom when a new pastor comes 
to the church to offer his wife the presidency 
of the Ladies’ Society or societies. I can 
think of many reasons why she should not 
accept these tender overtures of love and 
honor. 

There are in every church. no matter how 
small, women who are by nature fitted for 
these offices and the ideal pastors wiie 
should delight in the discovery of such work- 
ers, and she will be longer and better loved 
for helping to train such women than if she 
filled the office herself. Again. the most suc- 
cessful pastcrs are those who can leave a 
church in the best running order, and his 
wife should so regulate her work that their 
leaving should jar as few interests as pos- 
sible. But the most important reason for 
not accepting these offices is that both the — 
time und attention they absorb are too much 
for any pastor’s wife who has before her the 
aspiration of being the very best she possibly 
can be. : 

Twice only, and then nnder the strongest 
protest, have I accepted the presidency of 
any existing society I found on coming to a 
church. The first time it was on the condi- 
tion that I be released at the cnd of the year 
if I found a woman to take my place. I 
found the woman and so impressed my 
thought upon the members that I think no 
pastor’s wife has since been president of the 
society. The second time, I found upon 
coming to an old aud influential church that 
a lady had been president of one of the mis- 
sionary societies for a number of years. Her 
influence with the ladies was so great that 
once again I was overpowered and became 
president “for one’ year only,” but after a 
vear’s rest this lady so emirently fitted for 
the office was induced to take it again. 

There are doubtless exceptions to all rules 
but a good general one to have, taught me 
by experience and a wide observation, is that 
to be a teacher in the Sunday school aud a 
member of the Sunday School Library Com- 
mittec are all the offices a pasiors wife 
cught to accept. This rule should not apply 
to new work in the church that a wide-awake 
pastor sees ought to be taken up. 

It may then seem absolutely necessary for 
a pastor’s wife to come into prominence, but 
even then she should in her own mind be on 
the keenest search for some one to take her 
place. 

We should continually shrink from prom- 
inence, but not from work or influence. 
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Social and Spiritual 
GEO. WHITEFIELD MEAD. 
SECOND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH (WILKINSBURG), 
PITTSBURG, PA. 

Yes, I am pleased to tell how we grow, 
or rather how we work that this vine of Lord’s 
planting may grow. 

It has been said of our church that if one 
stood at the church doors with a club one 
could not keep the people out. But how about 
their coming again? How about knowing 
them and causing them to be known? How 
about winning them to the Lord Jesus Christ, 
enlisting them in his service, and assimilat- 
ing them in his church? Such questions are 
vital, whether one stranger come “within our 
once in seven days, or—as has been 
our experience—three hundred and odd within 
seven months. 

Now, these three hundred people were abso- 
lute strangers to us, came to church only for 
a service apparently; some were new comers 
to the city, others had been in the city vary- 
ing periods of time. When the names of any 
new comers to our church or city, or the 
names of any unchurched people in our com- 
munity, can be obtained, they are entered in 
the Pastor’s “Strangers’-Book,” which is our 
garden to till, requiring most earnest care and 
prayer. Out of the names of three hundred 
strangers so obtained, seventy-eight have be- 
come communicant members of our church in 
the last seven months. We believe that as 
many more will come. And the new names 
of strangers are being received all the time. 
But such results do not come of themselves. 


What are the factors in our work? First, 
a people consecrated to the service of God. 
At Pentecost there were only 120 common 
people and the Hoty Guost. I believe that 
the hearts of my people “burn within them,” 
like those of the disciples on the Emmaus 
way. Our people are watchful to welcome 
strangers at the church service; and their 
hearts are in all that pertains to the good of 
the church and the advancement of God’s 
Kingdom. 

True Christian hospitality prevails. Our 
Christian Endeavorers call on young people. 
Our young men visit young men and invite 
them to the Bible-class, Men’s Club, etc. 
Families of the church have a habit of hay- 
ing different young men in their homes every 
week to dinner. The ladies of the church 
have an “at home” day once a month in the 
church parlors, a purely social hour with 
music, etc., and light refreshments, to which all 
ladies whose names are on the “strangers’ 
book” receive a written invitation. The ladies 
call upon the strangers, as do many of our 
men, especially of the Men’s Association and 
the Board of Deacons. The pastor’s home is 
open. informally every Thursday afternoon and 
evening to the congregation. The week fol- 
lowing each Communion service, all who 
united with the church at that time are in- 
vited to the pastor’s home for an evening, 
when one of the church boards and their 
wives assist in entertaining. These various 
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CONFERENCE ON CHURCH ATTENDANCE 


social hours are social, as sunshiny and cheery 
as possible, but never do we lose sight of 
our supreme spiritual aim: to bring people 
to God and help them to a consecrated ser- 
vice. 

Another important factor is our Pastor’s 
Aid Society. The city is divided geograph- 
ically, for convenience, into 21. circles, with 
a leader or leaders (usually a man and his 
wife) over each circle. Members of the con- 
gregation belong to the circle in which they 
live. Each circle has individual meetings, and 
the leaders of the circle report to the pastor 
once a month» The following suggestions 
were printed on a leaflet given by the pastor 
to the workers: 


PERSONAL. 
IMPORTANT. 


Let the work appear as little as possible 
in its organized character. Let us be “wise 
as serpents and harmless as doves;” “all things 
to all men, that I might by all means save 
some.” 


SUGGESTIONS FOR LEADERS. 


A home or parlor meeting of all within your 
circle for personal acquaintance, prayer and 
conference. 

Explain the purpose of the work. Impress 
all with their equal responsibility and honored 
privilege. 

Work and pray until all in your circle are 
enlisted for service, have a passion for souls, 
and with enthusiasm speak of “my church.” 

See that every member of the circle knows 
all the other members of the circle. Let 
Christian cordiality prevail always. 

Record and report all calls made and work 
done. 

Note any changes of addresses. 


GENERAL WORK. 


Report the names and addresses of any 
newcomers to the city or church, names of 
strangers or persons without a church home, 
names of babies for the cradle roll and pos- 
sible new scholars for the Sunday-school. Give 
personal and repeated invitations to such per- 
sons through the various members of the 
circle, 

Make a house-to-house canvass of your 
district if possible. 

Report any pastoral need ie the names of 
any sick to the minister as soon as known. 

Watch for, and say a word of welcome to, 
strangers at the church services, hand them 
hymn books or calendars when necessary, and 
try and speak to new members of the con- 
gregation at every service. Let your con- 
versation be in keeping with the place and 
day. 

A good way for obtaining the address of a 
stranger or new-comer is to say, “Won’t you 
give me your address, and when we have 
socials or meetings of Special interest, we will 
send you written notice. This is our custom.” 

Each circle should extend the acquaintance 
of its members in the church as a whole. 

Be cheerful and sociable, yet make your 


visit as largely as possible a spiritual visit and 
conversation. 

Request other members of the church (out- 
side your circle) to call when you think it 


ido SPECIAL. 


Try and learn, and minister to, the exact 
spiritual need of souls. 

Magnify the church, which is the body of 
Christ. Say with Paul, “I can do all things 
in him that strengtheneth me.” 

Remember that you are a shepherd of souls 
—their lives are in your hands; as ye go to 
minister, “it shall be given you in that same 
hour what ye shall speak.” 

Such work, of course, means work; but 
means, too, first of all, last of all, and as in- 
cluding all, lives dominated by the Spirit of 
God and that delight to do his most blessed 
sce W. Mead, Wilkinsburg, Pittsburg, 

a. 


Stereopticon 
R. C. WUESTENBERG, WOODSFIELD, 0. 


I am an enthusiast in the use of the 
stereopticon to assist in getting and holding 
the crowd in the hot summer months. For 
five years as pastor of a city church each 
summer during July and and August I had 
my stereopticon to draw my crowd, and then 
I proceeded to preach the gospel to them. 
There were eighteen churches of different de- 
nominations in my section of the city that 
closed their doors during these two months. 
Some closed both morning and evening, others 
only in the evening. My church was crowded 
to the walls. 

I am now the pastor. of a rich town church. 
The board here were always in the habit of 
having no evening service during the summer 
months. When I came they told me it would 
be impossible for me to get fifty people out 
in the evening during summer. I asked them 
to let me try. For two years now I have 
taxed the capacity of the church with earnest 
listeners. 

Some pastors who read this will say, “Well, 
that method may be worked successfully by 
some pastors but I cannot work it.” Yes, 
brother, you can work it. All you need is a 
little determination. I invested in a stereop- 
ticon, not because I had lots of money, for I 
have not, but I just added the lantern to my 
equipment for the ministry. I did not get a 
cheap magic lantern, but I purchased the best 
double stereopticon money could buy. My 
views I rented until I could purchase my own. 
You can rent the views at reasonable rates 
in any city. I always select those views that 
will assist me in presenting some theme that 
is of current interest and of moral importance. 
I never permit a picture to be placed on the 
screen on a Sunday night that of itself would 
create a laugh. I study my pictures just as 
I study the words of my sermon and then 
present the illustrations before the audience 
with prayer and faith. 

Will you find objections to this illustrative 
work? Why, yes, of course you will. If you 
do anything at all, you will find someone who 
will object to something. But it is your busi- 
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_his day. It is your business to get as many 


people there as you can. Then after having 
the house full it is your duty to feed the 
flock. 

This past summer I have presented the fol- 
lowing subjects: Two evenings of “Pales- 
tine, the Land of the Lord;” two evenings of 
“Egypt, the Land that Imprisoned the Israelites 
and Sheltered- the Lord;” “An Excursion to 
the Holy City and Mt. Olivet;” two evenings 
of “Ben Hur, a Tale of the Christ ; 32. SPaghs 
First Missionary Journey ;” “Paul's Journey. 
to Rome.” On the night of September 2nd I 
closed with “Paul Preaching the Gospel in 
Greece.” 

I do not advertise these subjects except in 
the regular church notices in the four news- 
papers of the town. 

I could tell you much more of how to do 
the thing from start to finish, but I have al- 
ready exhausted my space. But just this final 
word, I have received members almost every 
Sunday, The children are attracted and the 
Sunday School is stimulated and has held its 
own through the summer, I find that people 
who go regularly to church for two months 
feel lost when the series of illustrated sermons 
is over, and they somehow find their way back 
if you are wise in handling them. I have been 
brought in contact with individuals by this 
large service that I could-not have met any 
other way. Does it pay?—Robert C. Wues- 
tenberg, D. D., Woodsfeld, O. 


Advertising 

WALLACE R. EVANS, GRANITE FALLS, N. C. 

My congregations have grown wonderfully 
because of judicious advertising. In a re- 
markably short time, comparatively speaking, 
the attendance upon the regular Sunday ser- 
vices has about doubled. When I came to 
this work, something less than two years ago, 
the congregation was worshiping in a_bor- 
rowed church—having lost their own, by fire. 
The members had lost interest to quite an 
extent in the work of the church, and the 
congregations were not as large, to my mind, 
as they should be. I began to prudently ad- 
vertise the church sérvices—placing attractive 
notices of Sunday services, with subjects, in 
the stores and in other places of prominence. 
Every Saturday cards were put up neatly and 
attractively printed) announcing the services 
and subjects for Sunday. The cards were 
informal and read something like this: 

We want YOU to come to the Methodist 
Church tomorrow. The morning subject will 
be, “The Stone in the Way.” The subject at 
night will be, “Human Lighthouses.” Fre- 
quently I had circulars announcing the ser- 
vices and subjects for Sunday distributed 
around the town. 

Our attendance has about doubled. 

A The Sunday School has increased in num- 
ers. 

We have built a handsome brick church, 
and the good work goes on. 

We, of course, do not claim that advertis- 
ing has accomplished everything. There has 
been prayer, much prayer, with implicit faith 


ness to keep your Father’s house open on 
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in God, and hard work; but advertising has _ 7 


/ 


called the attention of the people to the ser-- 


vices and caused many to attend the services 
who otherwise would not have done so, 

The use of printers’ ink pays—TWallace R. 
Evans, Granite Falls, N. C. 


Pastoral Work 


K. M, MEARS, RICHMOND, VA. 


In November, 1903, I was sent to Hasker 
Memorial Church, Richmond, Virginia, a small 
church recently organized, and found on my 
entrance upon the field that the attendance 
upon the Sunday services was very small, 
never exceeding more than seventy-five at any 
of the services. 

To increase the attendance I decided to try 
the following: I. Visiting all of the members 
and inviting them to the services. 

II. Calling upon any strangers who had 
recently moved into the community and in- 
viting them to our services, also any who had 
no church connection. 

III. Stopping on the corners where the 
young men were congregated, and, after hay- 
ing a pleasant chat with them, inviting them to 
the services. 

In this way I was able to get them to come 
to the services, but then the question arose 
how I must keep them coming and I finally 
adopted the following plan: 

I. Good lively singing in which the whole 
congregation could take part, besides the 
special music by the choir. 

II. A short sermon from twenty to thirty 
minutes long. : 

Ill. Meeting the congregation at the door 
and shaking hands with everybody present and 
inviting them to come again. 

The result of this plan has been for the 
past three years that our congregation has 


grown from seventy-five to over four hun-’ 


dred; I do not mean during the summer, for 
then many of our people are in the country, 
but during the fall, winter and spring. Last 
winter our congregation so outgrew our 
church building, there being from one to two 
hundred turned away every Sunday evening, 
that we decided to have a larger building 
which is in course of erection now and will 
be completed this fall, costing about $12,500. 

Our membership has increased from one 
hundred and sixty to. over three hundred, 
consequently the financial condition of the 
church is much better than ever before—K 
M. Mears, Richmond, Virginia. 


Advertising and Calling 
CHARLES WAYNE RAY, ALLIANCE, NEB. 


I was appointed to Alliance, Nebraska, Sep- 
tember, 1903; upon my arrival I found a city 
of about 5,000, a very busy railroad town, and 
a good church of 250 members. The church 
was large but scarcely half full. j 

We advertised our services and subjects in 
the newspapers. As pastor, I did much call- 
ing, making as many as 3,500 calls in one 
year. 

I made lists of the new families I found 
and gave these to the ladies who would prom- 
ise to call on new comers. 


Mes 


The attendance increased as also did the 
membership. : 

Then we ptt a sign board on the side of a 
hotel opposite the depot, so that all new peo- 
ple could see it; also one on our church. 

We scattered a card of invitation in hotels, 
restaurants and pool halls Saturday evenings. 
Now and then we advertised a series of special 
sermons. 

We have a reception committee at our 
church services to shake hands and welcom 
all “strangers. 

We keep this program up every week in 
the year and the result is: our church is 
about full Sunday mornings and crowded in 
the evening, seating 550 people; the member- 
ship has increased from 250 to 530 in three 
years. Last year the increase was 100. Then 
we reach the men and very often we have 
200 men at our Sunday evening services. A 
large number of railroad men say they never 
attended a church where there were so many 
men in proportion to the women. 

New members are received at almost every 
service and conversions are frequent. 


Organization 


REV. HENRY NELSON BULLARD, PH. D. 
MOUND CITY, MO. 


The attendance problem in my church has 
been a never ending problem. The nature of 
the community is such that several times in 
the past four years the attendance has sud- 
denly fallen off and the same plan for in- 
creasing it has never worked twice. The use 
of the stereopticon and other special features 
have proved effective, but one method has 
stood out memorably. The problem to be 
solved then was not simply to increase at- 
tendance but the nature of the congregation 
had changed so that instead of a large pro- 
portion of young people hardly any one but 
the older church members were coming out. 
The desire to increase the attendance of young 
men was insistent. One Sunday night there 
were five young men in the congregation of 
over 100, and they were all Christians. 

After considerable thought I called four 
of these young men into conference. We 
talked conditions over and I told them what 
I wanted. They agred to help and we started 
a campaign, We had some special invitations 
printed every week with the subject of the 
next Sunday evening’s sermon and also used 
general invitations. A list was made, and 
changed from week to week, of those who 
ought to come. These names were divided up 
in such a way that every week each one was 
invited, with a card and with a personal word, 
by a-different one of the four or sometimes 
by more than one. The result was all we 
could desire. 

We began the work in the fall. Through 
the winter, especially when a good many of 
the younger men and boys from the country 
were in town for school and often could not 
get home over Sunday, we held more than 
our natural share of the young men in town 
at our services. Three months after the plan 
was started our evening audience was more 


than half young people, largely the uncon- 
verted, and naturally the total was larger— 
H. N. Bullard, Mound City, Mo. 


Sermon Series 
J. F. MOYER, READING, PA, 


We have perhaps the largest Protestant 
Auditorium in the city. It holds over 1,200 
including the galleries. About 400 people at- 
tended regularly. 
two years ago to increase the attendance: I 
announced a series of sermons on “The Home 
Circle.” The themes were as follows: ‘“Mar- 
riage and the Home,” “The Choice and Duties 
of a Husband,” “The Choice and Duties of 
a Wife,’ “Wanted—Old Fashioned Fathers 
and Mothers,’”’ “Wanted—Model Sons and 
Daughters,” “Wanted—True Brothers and 
Sisters,” “Enemies of the Home,” “Friends of 
the Home” and “The Heavenly Home.” About 
2,000 cards, containing these themes, were 
printed and circulated through the Sunday 
School and congregation, and three leading 
papers published the card in their columns, 
and asked for and printed full synopses for the 
sermons. A slip containing the hymns for 
the service, and the subject for the next ser- 
mon, was handed to every attendant. The 
singing was inspiring. The result was that 
the great church was overcrowded and many 
turned away. A full attendance was kept up 
until the hot weather the following June and 
at Easter almost a hundred members were 
added to the congregation. We tried the 
same plan last October with “The Ten Com- 
mandments,” and the result was the same. 


Quotable Poetry—Lowell 


Upon the hour when I was born, 
God said, “Another man ¢hall be,” 
And the great Maker did not scorn 
Out of himself to fashion me; 
He sunned me with his ripening looks, 
And Heaven's rich instincts in me grew, 
As effortless as woodland nooks 
Send violets up and pairit them blue. 


Yes, I who now, with angry tears, 
Am exiled back to brutish clod, 

Have borne unquenched for fourteen years 
A spark of the eternal God; 

And to what end? How yield I back 
The trust for such high uses given? 

Heaven’s light hath brt revealed a track 
Whereby to crawl away from Heaven. 


Men think it is an awful sight 
To see a soul just set adrift 

On that drear voyage from whose night 
The ominous shadows never lift; 

But ’tis more awiul to behold 
A helpless infant newly born, 

Whose little hands unconscious hold 
‘The keys of darkness and of mern. 


Mine held them once; I flung away 

Those keys that might have cpen set 
The golden sluices of the day, 

But clutch the keys of darkness yet;— 
I hear the reapers singing go 

Into God’s harvest; I, that might 
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We tried the following plan~ 


=~ 


With them have chosen, here below 
Grope shuddering «t the gates of night. 


O glorious Youth, that once wast mine! 
O high Ideal! all in vain 
Ye enter at this ruined shrine ae 
Whence worship ae’er shall rise again; 
The kat and the owl inhabit here, 
The snake nests in the altar-stone, 
The sacred vessels moulder near, 
The image of the God is gone! 
THE CHANGELING. 
She has-been with us scarce a twelvemonth, 
And it hardly seemed a day, 
When a troop of wandering angels 
Stole my little daughter away: 
Or perhaps those heavenly Zingari 
But loosed the hanipering strings, 
And when they opened her cage door, 
My little bird used her wings. 


But they left in her stead a changeling, 
A little angel child, 

That seems like her bud in full blossom, 
And smiles as she never smiled; 

When I awake in the morning, I see it 
Where she always used to lie, 

And | feel as weak as a violet 
Alene ’neath the awful sky. 


This child is not mine as the first was, 
T cannot sing it to rest, 
I cannot lift it up fatherly 
And bliss it upon iy breast: 
Yet it lies in my little one’s cradle 
And sits in my little one’s chair, 
And the light of the Heaven she’s gone to 
Transfigures its golden hair. 


THE STREET. 
They pass me by like shadows, crowds on 
crowds, 
Dim ghosts of men, that hover to and fro, 
Hugging their bodies round them like thin 
shrouds 
Wherein their souls were buried long ago; 
They Flas a on their youth, and faith, and 
ove, ’ 
They cast their hope of human-kind away, 
With Heaven’s clear messages they madly 


strove, 
And conquered,—and their spirits turned 
to clay; 
Lo! how they wander round the world, their 
grave, 


Whose ever-gaping maw by such is fed, 
Gibbering at living men, and idly rave, 
“We only, truly live, but ve are dead” 
Alas! poor fools, the anointed eye may trace 
A dead soul’s epitaph in every face! 


AMERICAN REVISED INTERLEAVED BIBLE 
In response to a demand for an interleaved Bible 
for the study table, we had prepared Nelson’s: Bour- 
geois American Revised Bible interleaved between 
every leaf. It is leather lined, silk sewn, divinity 
circuit, red under gold, and is the book Nelson sells 
for $9.00. During January we will send this Bible 
to you and you can pay $7.50 on receipt of same, or 
$2.00 cash and $2.00 per month for three months, 
Or you can return it if not satisfactory. x 
Sincerely, 
F. M. BARTON, Caxton Bldg., Cleveland, 0. nag 
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ILLUSTRATIVE DEPARTMENT 


Texual Search-Lights 


FISHERS OF MEN. 
. Luke 5: 10. 

In Luke’s story of the great draught of fishes, 
Jesus tells Simon, “From henceforth thou shalt 
catch men.” Farrar says that the phrase is 
literally, thou shaft be catching alive. He adds 
that the werd implies “the contrast between 
the fish that lay glittering -there in dead 
heaps, and the men who should be captured, 
not for death but for hfe.” The suggestion of 
crafty guile, luring to destruction, is absent 
from the metaphor in the Greek. The Chris- 
tian fishing of men is to life. They are caught 
to their own advantage. 
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COL. 4:5. (270) 

Redeeming the time: Some later translators 
give, buying up the opportunity. Conybeare 
and Howson say: “Like the English forestall, 
the verb means to buy up an article out of the j 
market, in order to make the largest possible; 
profit from it.” In the speech of tke present 
day, corner the market on time. 


A CHINESE RENDERING. 
Ten Diagn. Leat6 = 

At a meeting in the new Central Hall, the 
Rey. James Mountain recalled the Chinese in- 
scription over the front of the London Mission 
House at Canton, in China. Literally trans- 
lated, it reads, “Christ Jesus came into the 
world ‘expressly’ to saye sinners.” It was nec- 
essary to put it that way to give the familiar 
text its true force in Chinese, and it was a jus- 
tifiable rendering of the great Gospel word, 
for Jesus Christ came on purpose to save sin- 

ners; that was His supreme object. 


SLUMBERED AND SLEPT. 
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(272) 
Matt. 25:5. 
They all slumbered and slept. The word 


slumbered, signifies nodded or became drowsy ; 
while the word slept is the usual word for lying 
down to sleep—Jamieson, Faussct and Brown. 


HAMMER AND ANVIL. (273) 
Luke 2:52. Increased in wisdom. In the Re- 


- vision advanced. The word means to lengthen 


by hammering, as an iron worker lengthens a 
bit of iron by pounding it upon an anvil. 

The Sunday School Journal says: “The 
divinity of Jesus did not relieve him of the 
necessity of learning in that severe school of 
experience where the lessons seem actually 
beaten into our characters. The world is 
largely hammer and anvil for most of us. We 
are struck into shape with painful blows. If 
the tradition is correct that Joseph died 
shortly after this trip to Jerusalem we can 
readily see that one hammer upon the charac- 
ter of Jesus*was the struggle for daily bread. 
Quite likely, too, there were lessons which his 
intelligence had to master, not by the swift 
intuition which showed itself in the temple, but 
by the more laborious process of intellectual 
hammer-swinging. And if Christ had tempta- 
tions after the scene in the desert he may cer- 
tainly have had them before. 
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Fresh Thoughts From Life 


SACRIFICE NECESSARY. (275 

P John 2: 18-19. 
It might seem to be an easy task to pull 
down an old house, but it requires much longer 
than one imagines. large manufactory 


burned in Cleveland recently, leaving only the’ 


125 foot chimney standing. In rebuilding it 
was necessary to take the chimney down. Dif- 
ferent men wanted $200 and $300 to take the 
contract. Power enough could not be exerted 
at the bottom to topple it over, and to get a 
man up to the top witha rope and pull a few 
feet off at a time wasn’t practical. The chim- 
ney wasn’t objecting—it was waiting—ready to 
Sus down when the right methods should be 
used. 

A man who had experience in such work 
proposed to do the job for $100. His method 
was this: He would drive some small wedges 
in the mortar near the bottom, until he could 
take a brick out, putting in a larger wedge. 
This was repeated until wedges took the place 
of brick -half way round the chimney. But the 
chimney could not be upset by wedges no mat- 
ter how hard the blows were driven home. 
But no more blows were necessary—a fire was 
built around the chimney where it could reach 
the wedges, and as soon as they had burned 
somewhat the chimney toppled and fell. 

Oftentimes some man who has stood out 
against his better judgment and against ap- 
peals of family and friends, and has withstood 
the blow of many a sermon—will capitulate, 
come down at some little self-sacrifice of a 
friend, as simple as the burning or sacrifice of 
the wedges.—B. 


ACCUSATION coe CONFESSION. (276) 
Ratietes i: 

A four-year-old Paul spoke loudly to his 
two-year-old sister: “That is what mamma 
put you in the clothes closet for.” His father, 
who had heard that Paul had been incarcerated 
during the day, asked him the cause. He 
wasn’t anxious to tell. After several questions, 
he pulled his father’s head down to his ear and 
whispered, “Because I was naughty.” Like all 
of us, he vociferated his accusations and whis- 
pered his confession.—B. ; 


FORGOTTEN OR FORGIVEN. (277) 
Psa, 103.: 12, 
In Burns’ poem, “An Epistle to a Youthful 
Friend,” he uses these twe stanzas: 
“T waive the quantam of the sin, 
The hazard of concealing. 
But oh! it hardens all within, 
And petrifies the feeling. 
* x x * * * x Ok 
But when on life we’re tempest-driven 
Wi’ conscience but a canker, 
A correspondence fixed wi’ heaven 
Ts sure a noble anchor.” 


The last two lines are: 
“And may ye better reck the rede 
Than ever did th’ adviser.” 


There was another stanza in the manuscript, fy 


~ 


% 
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but Burns omitted it when he published his 
poems. It was: 
“If ye hae made a step aside 
Some hap mistake o’erta’en you, 
Yet still keep up a decent pride 
And ne’er o’erfar demean you. 
Time comes wi’ kind oblivious shade 
And daily darker sets it, 
And if nae mair mistakes are made 
The world soon forgets it.” 


Present-Day 


Burns’ advice was to forget, but not repent. 
He thinks that time’s shadows will bury the 
step aside. Repentance and restitution don’t 
bury, they erase, and it demeans no man to 
repent and try to make right the wrong. Burns’ 
treatment of sin was that of the natural man— 
how different God’s cure for sin. One eradi- 
cates; the other, only covers over, and leaves, 
as Burns himself expresses it, “A conscience 
but a canker.”—B. 


Parables 


EARNEST L, RAND, OAKHAM, Mass. 


THE LIVING BANNER. 

Eph. 5:27; Mal. 3:17. 
There was once displayed in a jeweler’s 
window a banner beautifully wrought with 
gems, and the tiny -flag seemed made of flash- 
ing light. This is a true symbol of the Banner 
of the Church of Christ, whose glory is the 


multitude of jewels composing it. Each of 
these jewels representing individual lives, 
Jesus might say with the mother of the 


Gracchi, “These are my jewels.” 


SEEMING TO BE RELIGIOUS. (279) 
James 1:26; Luke 18: 12. 
Rowland Hill once heard of a woman who 
was noted for her sausages. 
“Now, my good woman,” he said, “how is it 
that you make such good sausages?” 
“Why, sir,” she replied, “it is a gift of the 
Almighty.” 
Mr. Hill shook his head and repented of his 
bargain, for he afterwards found out that they 
were stale. 


THE HIDDEN WORD. (280) 
Psa. 119. 

Im one of H. B. Gibbud’s Bible classes was 
a man of small education, a reformed, no, re- 
deemed drunkard. His memory was almost 
gone, and he was troubled because he could 
not learn the verses for personal work. One 
night he prayed, “O Lord, you know how rum 
has ruined me, but now I am your child; help 
me to remember these verses that I may work 
for you.” He studied for five hours until he 
had mastered the verse that troubled him. 
After that he had little trouble and can now 
repeat scores of verses. Pray the verses in and 

pray them out. 


THE FORWARD LOOK. 
Heb. 10:16; 1 Peter 1:8 
As a pastor went by the dwelling of one of 
his humble church members in his daily walks, 
it was not unusual for him to receive some 
cheerful word. She lived near to her Saviour 
and was ‘always alive to spiritual things. One 
day as her pastor was passing she hastened to 
open the window, and to his inquiry, “How are 
you today, Aunty?” she replied: “Oh, looking 
over Jordan.” She had foretastes of the 
precious future. 


LIVING OR DYING. 

Phil, 45 2. 
A minister who was asked during his last 
illness if he thought himself dying, answered: 
“Really, friend, I care not whether I am or 
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Ne: 


not; for if I die I shall be with God; and if I 
live he will be with me’ 


HOLDING LADDERS FOR OTHERS. 
Il Cor-10 : 33: (283) 
A workman on Cooper Institute, having oc- 
casion to ascend a ladder, called to an old man 
standing near, “Here, old fellow, hold this lad- 
cer for me.” Unhesitatingly he held the lad- 
der. The “old fellow” was Peter Cooper, the 
onor of the building of the institution. He 
ad been holding ladders for others to ascend 
all his life. 


THE VALUE OF THE SOUL. 
Matt. 16:26; Luke 12: 20. 

A wealthy eastern monarch once purposed 
to erect a palace that should-excel any other. 
When the buildings were finished he invited 
his councilors to inspect them. They admired 
his massive library with the busy scribes. They 
complimented the splendid wardrobe and com- 
forts for the body, but one asked, “Where is 
thy temple?” “I have none,” answered the 
monarch, “let my priests attend to that.” “Then 
thou hast failed utterly, for the storing of the 
mind and the welfare of the body are minor 
things in relation to the soul. No priest can 
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feed that. You must or it will perish. 
PROCRASTINATION’S FOLLY. (285) 


Acts 24: 25. 

Those who contemplate a death-bed repent- 
ance would do well to consider the end of a 
man who said: “TI will enjoy life, then at the 
close I will cry, ‘Lo.d, save me!’” A few days 
later he was thrown from his carriage and 
killed. He uttered only one word, and that was 
an oath. “He found no place for repentance.” 
THE INCREASE OF ABILITY TO Hee 

Psa. 28:11; Psa. 84:7; Isa. 40:29. 

Physicists tell us that a small magnet may be 
made to support a heavy weight by taking a 
few iron filings and adding each day a new 
weight as the strength of the magnet increases. 
Many say, “I never had a trial as heavy be- 
fore,” and bemoan their lot when it is only the 
Master’s hand adding another weight to in- 
crease the strength and prove his power over 
earthly weights. 


SPIRITUAL CULTURE. 
1 Peter 1: 6-7; James 1: 2-3. 
The Rio Brothers, gymnasts, state that the 
source of their muscular power and develop- 
ment, making their marvelous feats possible, is 


(287) 


166 


the result of training begun at an early period 
and continued. Their father began by pressing 
on their shoulders, lightly at first, then 
heavier, until each one could bear his weight 
easily. He then began to add weights, until 
today they can support and handle weights that 
would crush ordinary men. This is just our 
heavenly Father’s method of spiritual culture. 


SELF-PRAISE A POOR RECOMMENDA- 
TION. (288) 
Prov. 27: 2. 


When Matthew Prior was servant to King - 


William’s ambassador in France, A. D., 1698, 
he was shown at Versailles scenes from the 
life of Louis XIV, painted by Le Brun, and 
being asked whether the actions of King Wil- 
liam were likewise to be seen in his palace, 
Prior answered, “No, the monuments of my 
master are to be seen everywhere but in his 
own house.” 


THE GOSPEL PROPORTION. 
Rev. 22:17. 
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revealed in these words of Richard Baxter, 
who said: “I am so thankful the invitation 
says ‘whosoever.’ If it said let ‘Richard Baxter 
come and I will in no wise cast out,’ I 
should be afraid there was another Richard 
Baxter in the world and it might mean him.” 


‘THE UNFAILING GOD. 
Wsarsoi tl Jas: 1277, 
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“Two Rabbis,” says a Jewish legend, “as they 
drew nigh to Jerusalem, saw a fox running up 
the hill of Zion. The Rabbi Joshua wept, but 
Rabbi Eliezer smiled. “Wherefore dost thou 
smile,” said he who wept. “Nay, wherefore 
cost thou weep?” asked Eliezer. “I weep,”’ re- 
plied Rabbi Joshua, “because I see what is 
written in the Lamentations fulfilled. ‘Because 
of the mountain of Zion which is desolate the 
foxes walk upon it. ‘And therefore do I 
smile,’ said Rabbi Eliezer, ‘or in the sign that 
God hath fulfilled his threatenings, I see a 
pledge that not one of his promises shall 


The completeness of the Gospel invitation isp fail.’ 


Illustrations From Current Events 
BY PAUL J. GILBERT. 


THE REMEDY FOR ANARCHY. (291) 
Gol. 3:12, 18; 2 Pet. 3:9; Luke 6:35, 36. 


“Let death, unequivocally imposed by law 
and inflexibly executed, be the punishment of 
every anarchist who seeks directly or indirectly 
to take life. Let the most rigorous imprison- 
ment, solitary, comfortless and pitiless be 
meted out to him,” This is Secretary Bona- 
parte’s remedy for anarchy as uttered in a re- 
cent address. But that was exactly the con- 
dition of the human race when the Saviour 
came. Had the remedy been applied we must 
needs have been treated as Mr. Bonaparte sug- 
gests the anarchist be treated. Has the anar- 
chist been shown the love of Christ? Has the 
church made an effort to tell him the “good 
news?’ Has she prayed for him? Is the 
power of Christ unable to reach him? The 
anarchist has been fearfully sinned against 
znd Christian nations have not been without 
blame. 


A LITTLE HERO. (292) 
Gal. 6:2. 
“Never mind, mudder. Don’t cry. Lots of 
kids gets jobs setting down.” 
This actual utterance of a little child 


worker when taken to a hospital to have his 
legs amputated after a bad street accident il- 
‘lustrates better than any words of mine the 
prevailing spirit of the poor. The boy was 
writhing in agony. He saw his mother cry- 
ing bitterly at his bedside. He mistook en- 
tirely the reason for her tears. With boylike 
unselfishness, he looked upon himself only as 
the wage earner of the family. It actually 
never occurred to him that his mother could 
be concerned about his personal pain. He saw 
only the loss of income, supposed his mother 
was crying for that, and did his best, in his 
crude, brave boy way, to comfort her. 


” 
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HELPFUL VISIONS. 
Job 33:14 15; Num. 12:6 
This incident was related in an address by 
Rev. N. D. Hillis several months ago. 
Recently an old man gave us the story of 
his wonderful career. In an hour of tempta- 
tion he determined to disappear from his home 
and city, to forswear every duty and to turn 
his back on honor. In his madness he went to 
the railway station, for the new career was 
now to begin. But suddenly as he stepped 
from the carriage he thought he saw his old 
father, long since dead, standing in the door 
of the station. The father lifted his right 
hand, and the youth heard a voice saying, “My 
son, go back! Go back!” The man turned and 
fled as though an angel with a flaming sword 
had waved it in his face. An hour later, and 
once more he had taken up his accustomed 
task. But from that day he looked back to 
the event as to a moment when his feet stood 
on the edge of a precipice. He tells us that 
forty years have come and gone since that 
weak hour, and that he still believes that 
vision was vouchsafed to preserve his soul. 
Perhaps you and I think it was an illusion; 
that conscience and memory, in a moment of 
great excitement, clothed some aged stranger 
with the likeness of a revered father. But so 
far as the explanation is concerned we neither 
know nor care what it was. One thing is cer- 
tain, an angel with a flaming sword stood in 
a man’s way and barred his feet back from 
the path of death. e 


THE ELUSIVE IDEAL. 

Isa. 59:2; 1 Jno. 2: 28. 

Among the great paintings in Florence 
are the angels of Fra Angelico, which are said 
to have been painted while the great artist in 
reverence knelt prayerfully at his work. An 
artist who spends much time in copying this 
famous masterpiece said that when he was in 
a reverent and devotional frame of mind he 
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‘ 


was able to copy the beautiful faces with great 


exactness. “But,’ said he, “whenever I have 
spent the night at card parties, wine suppers 
or other forms of carousal, the faces of the 
angels seem to elude me for days afterwards. 
I can produce the outline and much of the 


general appearance, but the beautiful, wonder- 


ful expression of those faces somehow I can 
not embody.” Ti it is true that sin hinders the 
realization of the best things in the activities 
of life, how much more is it true in the Chris- 
tian’s life? ~ 
VENGEANCE IS MINE. 
Rom. 12: 19, 20; 2 Pet. 2:11. 

After his attempted betrayal of the Ameri- 
can forces Benedict Arnold fled to England, 
where he was accorded the protection and 
favor of George III. The latter had intro- 
duced Lord Crawford to Arnold at St. James 
palace. 

Crawford, who had received thirteen Ameri- 
can bullets through his coat at the battle of 
Ticonderoga, remarked: “Ah, the traitor!” 
and put his hand behind his back. Arnold 
challenged him, thereupon, to a duel, and the 
encounter took place, Arnold fired and missed. 
Lord Crawford, who had_refrained from firing, 
thereupon walked away. : 

“Why don’t you fire?” cried out Arnold. 

“At you?” exclaimed Lord Crawford over 
his shoulder. “No, sir; I leave you-to the 
hangman.” 
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The Christian is ofttimes tempted to scath- ~ 


ing rebuke of those who turn traitor to the 
cause of Christ and bring reproach upon the 
church. Not so did Christ deal with the 
traitor Judas. Therefore let us, like him, 
leave the offender to the wise jtistice of God, 
who. knoweth the heart. 


CONVINCING THE ENEMY. (296) 
Tsasel 218 SMe 2652: 

While W. J. Bryan was speaking to an au- 
dience a few days ago, a man in the crowd 
disagreeing with a statement made inter- 
rupted with a remark. Instantly half a dozen 
policemen had seized the interrupter and were 
rushing him out of the hall, when Mr. Bryan 
cried out: 

“Don’t put that man out, officers; don’t put 
him out. He’s the man I’m trying to reach.” 

It is very frequently a good sign when a man 
resists. It means he is thinking. God wants 
us to reason with the unbeliever. Some of 
Dr. R. A. Torrey’s most remarkable conyer- 
sions have been from among his bitterest op- 
ponents. The man who has life enough to 
disagree with us is the one we ought to reach. 


TREASURE IN THE BIBLE. (297) 
Peo i126719 2-10, 115.2 Petal oa: 

In October of 1899 a gentleman residing at 
East Dulwich, Eng., purchased at a local auc- 
tion room for a few shillings a parcel of sec- 
ond hand books, among which was an old 
Bible. On the following Sunday his wife, on 
opening this, found several of the leaves pasted 
together. These she took the trouble to sep- 
arate, when six £5 Bank of England notes 
dropped out. 

Better than the gold of Great Britain are 
the golden promises with which God has filled 
the Bible. “More to be desired are they than 
gold, yea than much fine gold.” 
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GENERAL LEE’S REBUKE. (298) 
~ Acts 20:9. : : 

“When the great war was over and defeat 
had come to the armies Lee had led, he was 
visiting the house of a friend in Richmond. 
With that love of children that always char- 
acterized him, the old hero took upon his knee 
a fair-haired boy. The proud mother, to please 
her guest, asked the child, “Who is General 
Lee?” Parrot-like the expected answer came, 
“The great-Virginian who was a patriot, true 
to his native State.” And then came the ques- 
tion, “Who is General Scott?” and the reply, 
“A Virginian who was a traitor to his coun- 
try.” 

Putting down the child and turning to the 
mother, the general said: 

“Madam, you should not teach your child 
such lessons. I will not listen to such talk. 
General Scott is not a traitor. He was true 
to his convictions of duty, as I was to mine.” 


TIME TO WORK. 

Ece. 33-13 Jase r7oe0: 

Two ministers were crossing a lake in a 

storm. When matters became most critical 

some one cried out, “The two ministers must 

pray!” “Na, na,” said the boatman; “the 

little ane can pray if he likes, but the big 
ane maun tak’ an oar.”—Century. 


‘ 
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THE FALL OF THE GODS. — (300) 
Tt Core $43) Jers <2 *Zechic rae 


A missionary from Chang Li, North China, - 


relates this incident: ; : 

In the city school here all the teachers but 
one have lost faith in their idols. That one 
still has faith, particularly in the god of war, 
and in a discussion the other day with the 
other teachers expressed himself to that effect. 
The teacher of English, a Cantonese, joked 
him about thie god and he said he was not 


afraid to go up to the temple and paint the ~ 


white face of the god’s wife black, right be- 
fore him. It was arranged that if he did this 
and no harm came to him within a week, the 
other man should give a feast, while if any- 
thing did happen to him, his money should 
pay for the crowd, 

The next day the Cantonese teacher went 
to the temple and did the job,»and after a 
week, needless to say, he got his feast’ free 
of expense to himself. ; 

No wonder that China is ready to receive 
the gospel, as she is without God or gods. 


WEDDING ETIQUETTE. 


Her wedding is the event of a woman’s life, and 
the minister who marries her, in a manner that is in 
keeping with the sentiment, is never forgotten. If 
he dcdes it perfunctorily, or carelessly, or fails to 
make the most of the ceremony, it is a cloud on the 
memory of the event. 5 

That the minister might be thoroughly furnished 
for this good work, we have had prepared our new 
wedding manual containing fifteen different ceremo- 
nies, selection of scriptures, laws and cautions, and a 
very important chapter on the Etiquette of Wed- 
dings. It is bound a la Roycroft in dove-colored 
ooze calf, so that the longer ceremonies may be read 
from it. . 

To make a long story short, send us $1.00 for it, 
and if not up to your expectations, notify us, return 
the book and we will return the money. If you wish 
the Funeral Manual with it, send $1.75 for both. 

F. M. BARTON, Caxton Bldg., Cleveland, 0, — 


REVIEW OF HINDOO SOL- 
DIERS- 
Matt. 25 :34. 


In the Woman's Missionary~ Friend Mrs. 
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‘Butler, the wife of Dr. William Butler, the 


founder of the Methodist missions in India, 
tells of the wonderful review held at the 
close of the Mutiny to honor-the men from 
two of the native regiments who had been 
faithful to the British at the peril of their 
lives. In the center of the Maidan the native 
troops formed a hollow square, the English 


soldiers and officers facing the opening, and 


into this space marched the little handful of 
men. In this land of equality one can hardly 
understand how great an eyent it was for 
these native soldiers to be so signally honored. 
The commanding General made a speech in 
which he expressed the appreciation of the 
Queen of England for their faithfulness and 
promised them each a present of money, a 
rise in rank, and, what they valued still more, 
a new name. They were henceforth to be 
known as Wufedari—the Faithful Ones. The 
whole company then marched round the little 
group of men, each soldier, even the officers, 
saluting as they passed. They were only 
common soldiers, but they were those whom 
the Queen, the Empress of India, delighted to 
honor, : 

Next December at the fiftieth anniversary 
of the founding of Methodist missions in 
India I hope to see a review in Bareilly. 
Many of those who come will be what the 
world calls the common people. Only God’s 
eye has observed how faithful some of them 
have been in the great struggle between 
heathenism and Christianity, between the lib- 
erty of the gospel and the bondage of caste 
and superstition. But even if we do not rec- 
Ognize how heroic has been their endeavor, 
God knows and he has promised to all that 
if they are faithful they ‘shall hear the “Come, 
ye blessed of my Father,” and to each one 
shall be given a white stone and on it a new 
name written. , 


JUDAS IN THE PASSION- 
PLAY, 
Prov..-23 :7. 

Before the last Passion Play at Ober-Am- 
magau. Mr. Stoddart went to the little village 
to take photographs of the place and the per- 
sons who were to take parts in the play. The 
man who had been Judas ten years before, 
was now too old for the part. Mr. Stoddart 
asked him if he were bringing up his son to 
take his place. The ready reply came, “No, 
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indeed. I wouldn't have him take that part 
for my right hand. When I play Judas, I 
feel Judas.” 


We unconsciously become like that which 
we imitate. 
“Our admiration is the index of our aspira- 


‘tion; our aspiration is the prophecy of our 


~attainment.’—Annie S. Harlow. 
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- PREACHER’S SCRAP BOOK 


POWER OF LOVE. (304) 

e 1 John 4 :8. : 

A little fellow, four years old, was brought 
from the slums to a Chicago orphan home. 
This is how The Life-Boat tells-the story: 
When he was brought up to be put in 


_bed, had his bath, and the matron opened up 


the sweet little cot to put him between clean 
white sheets, he looked on in amazement. 
He said, “Do you want me to get in there?” 
“Yes.” “What for?” “Why, you are going to 
sleep there.’ He was amazed beyond de- 
scription. The idea of going to sleep in such 
a place as that—he did not know what to 
make of it. He had never slept in a bed in 
his life before, never. 

He was put to bed, and the matron kissed 
him good night—a ‘little bit of a chap, only 
four years old, and he put up his hand and 
rubbed off the kiss. He said, “What did you 
do that for?” But the next morning he said, 
“Would you mind doing that again?—what 
you did to me last night?” He never had 
been kissed. before and did not know any- 
thing about it. 

It was only about a week later, the matron 
said, that the little fellow would come around 
three or four times a day and look up with 
a soft look in his face and gay, “Would you 
love a fellow a little?” 

After a few weeks a lady came to get a 
child, and was looking for a boy, so the 
matron brought along this little chap, and 
the lady looked at him. She said, “Tommy, 
wouldn’t you like to go home with me?” He 
looked right down at the floor. She ‘said, 
“J will give you a hobby-horse and lots- of 


playthings, and you will have a real nice time, - 


and I will give you lots of nice things to do.” 
He looked right straight at the floor—did 
not pay any attention to it at all. She kept 
talking, persuading him, and bye and bye the 
little fellow looked up into her face and said, 
“Would you love a fellow?” I want to tell 
you, my friends, there is a tremendous pathos 
in that. 


POWER OF THE GOOD. 
1 John 4 :4. 

A good Boston woman complained bitterly 
that an Italian family had moved into her 
neighborhood. Of course she had always 
prayed for the Italian’s conversion, but now 
that he was at her door he was a menace. 
The Italian had six children, the Boston 
woman but one and that one she guarded 
5—Job 1451 7th TR Selene: 
like the apple of her eye, carefully keep- 
ing her away from the numerous Italian 
children who were supposed to be swathed 
in microbes. Soon the Italian caught the 
spirit of the neighborhood, and in his lawn 
smiling crocuses came up in the spring and 
flowers bloomed until the frost shrivelled 
their glory. 

The Italian children lured the little New 
England girl by their flowers and their gay 
laughter so that she often left her mother’s 
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silent and somber house for their more humble 
but cheery dwelling; and thus the children 
grew into each other’s lives. As Maud did; 
so did the Italians. Maud was not permitted 
_to play out of doors on Sunday, neither were 
the Italians; Maud had her hair docked, and 
promptly other locks were curtailed and the 
little Italians looked like bob-tailed horses. 

The remarakable fact in this close social 
relationship is this: that Maud, who plays 
daily with the little Italians is not grow- 
ing like them, but that all the little Italians 
are growing to be like Maud.—E. A. Steiner in 
The Congregationalist. 


GRATITUDE. 
2 Cors.Qisrs: 
The Chinese people are not unappreciative 
of what is done for them, but are very grate- 
ful for any favors they receive. According to 
their ability they are quite willing to pay 
for all they receive. A poor woman had noth- 
ing with which to pay us for what we had 
done in the hospital for her child, but the 
quality of her gratitude may be perceived by 
what she said to the Bible woman. Like all 
other Buddhists she was a believer in the 
transmigration of souls. 
“I have been praying,” said she, “that when 
I die I may become your donkey and carry 
you about from city to city in your work.”— 
R. C. Beebe, Medical Missionary in Nanking. 


FOR THE NEXT FOOT- 
HOLD. 
Eccl. 9 :10. 
Mrs. Berens, of St. Mary’s Crag, Kent, Eng- 
land, was the first lady to make the ascent of 
the great Selkirk monarch, Mt. Sir Donald, 
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Evangelistic 
A WORD IN SEASON. (309) 
Prov. 15 :23. 


A workingman in a moment of vexation 
uttered a fearful curse that the Lord might 
strike him blind and send him to eternal tor- 
ment. A Christian heard the frightful blas- 
phemy and was on the point of speaking with 
the man when his courage failed. 

The next morning he met the profane man 
and said: “My friend, I have been looking 
for you.” 

“You must be mistaken,” was the reply, 
“for Iam a stranger and you have never seen 
me.” 

“O yes, I saw you yesterday when you were 
engaged in praying.” : 

“What? you heard me praying? That is a 
sure sign that you are mistaken in your man, 
for I have never prayed in my life.” 

“Whatever you may say, I must insist that 
you did pray; had God answered your prayer, 
you would not be here today, but would be 
smitten with blindness and be spending your 
eternity in hell.” 

That sentence went like an arrow straight 
to its mark, and with considerable meekness 
and seriousness, he replied: “If you call that 


10,808 feet above the sea level. Of the ascent, 
Mrs. ‘Berens writes in the minute-book: 
“When we first got on the rocks, I asked the 
guides how long it would take us to reach the 
top. Their reply was: ‘Oh! four or five 
hours.’ I thought to myself, ‘What nonsense! 
I am sure we can easily get there in an hour 
or so.” Alas! my conceit was very auicly 
taken out of me, as I found that it was not 
such an easy climb as it looked. Be wise, 
friends, and never despise a mountain; ‘it 
always gets the best of you in the end. I 
looked down once and after that carefully 
avoided it, and to look up seemed almost as 
bad. In climbing, always look for next foot- 
hold, and nothing more, as, if you look down, 
it is apt to frighten you, and if up, you get 
discouraged.” Had Mrs. Berens spent her 
life in climbing mountains, instead of being 
a perfect novice, she could not have given 
better or truer advice—dA.'O. Wheeler, The 
Selkirk Range. 

The same thought is found in the old motto, 
“Do ye nexte thyng.” 


IMITATION. (308) 
1 Cort teRy Ve 
Margaret Gatty, in one of her stofies, tells 
of a schoolboy who had a high reputation 
as a mimic. It seemed as though he could 
be just like any one whom he pleased to 
imitate. But a wiser friend asked him to 
show how the handsomest boy in_ school 
looked, and how the best speaker declaimed. 
Then, as the young mimic found himself quite 
incompetent to do this, he realized that all 
his power of imitation lay in the direction of 
lowering his own standard, and of mimicking 
defects which had not yet become his own.— 
W. F. Crafts. 


Illustrations 


a prayer, then I have prayed, though I never 
looked upon an oath in that light.” 

“Since you acknowledge that you thus spoke, 
it is my duty to ask you to seek with the 
same earnestness the salvation of your soul 
as you wished its damnation in the oath you 
uttered, and I will pray for you that the 
Lord may have mercy and grant you forgive- 
ness.” 

The result of that word so wisely spoken 
was the reclaiming of that soul from a course 
of life that otherwise would have meant its 
ruin.—The Lutheran. 


WHICH WAY ARE YOU 
GOING? 
John 14 :4-6. 

A little girl went home from church’ one 
Sunday full of what she had seen and heard. 
A day or two afterward, when talking with 
her father, who was not a godly man, she 
said suddenly, “Father, do you ever pray?” 
He did not like the question, and in a very 
angry manner asked her: 

“Ts it your mother or your aunt who has 
put you up to this?” 

“No, father,” said the little child; “the 
preacher said all good people pray, and those 
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who do not pray can not be saved. ~ Father, 
do you pray?” ¥. 
This was more than the father could stand, 
and in a rough way he said: 
~ “Well, you and your mother and your aunt 
may go your way and I will go mine.” 
“Father,” said the little creature with great 
simplicity, “which way are you going?” 
The question pierced his heart. It flashed 
upon him that he was in the way to death, 
and he began to pray for mercy. . 
Which way are you going?—Sel, 


CHARITY BEGINS AT 
HOME. (311) 
John 1 :41. 


A prominent Christian worker went to Mr. 
Jacob Riis and told him that he and his family 
wanted a family of foreigners to look after— 
to help them to be good citizens and lead 
them to Christ. Mr. Riis found him such a 
family, and it was a Norwegian woman who 
for years had been scrubbing this Christian 
man’s office. 


THE QUEST OF HAPPI- 
NESS. (312) 
Matt. 5 :3-12; Matt. 11 :28. 


A minister has written a book entitled, “The 
Quest of Happiness.” This is a significant 
title. Solomon wrote on the same subject 
long ago. He tells about seeking after happi- 
ness in pleasure, in wealth, in social func- 
tions, and in intellectual pursuits, and gives 
it as his verdict that it is not found in any 
of these things. The Psalmist also found 
men seeking after it in his day, and after try- 
ing everything they could think of, they cried 
out, “Who will show us any good?” Let 
those who have tried in vain to find real good 
in the world give ear to One who says; “I 
will give you rest—Christian Advocate. 


BOY-POSSIBILITIES. (313) 
Proy. 22 :6. 


The superintendent of a Children’s Home 
in a large city said to a visitor, “Here is our 
first boy,” turning to the picture of a ragged, 
forlorn little specimen of forsaken humanity. 
“And here he is now,” he added, pointing to 
the picture of a fine looking gentleman. “He 
is at present attorney for the R. R. 
with a salary of $10,000 a year. He remem- 
bers us every year with a generous gift.” 


LARGE RETURNS. (314) 
Zech. 4: Io. 


The story is told of a New England camp- 
meeting the net result of which was de- 
precatingly referred to as the conversion of 
“one tin-peddler.” But that vender of kitchen- 
ware .was John Dempster, who afterward 
planned the first theological school in the 
Methodist Church at Concord, N. H. Later 
he laid the foundations at Evanston, III. of the 
second Biblical Institute of his church. 

God and angels knew, if men did not, how 
immeasurable were the gains in the conversion 
of the tin-peddler in the supposedly unsuc- 
cessful camp-meeting in New England a hun- 
dred years ago.—Western Christian Advocate. 
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WANAMAKER’S CON- 
VERSION. (315) 
Matt. 9 :9. 

John Wanamaker once said: 

“T was a country boy who had come into 
the city. A salesman asked me if I wouldn’t 
go to his church. It was quiet, old-fashioned 
meeting. There was a handsome old man of 
about seventy-five years of age, who got up 
and in the gravest way said he was just wait- 
ing for God to take him; and he had lived 
his life; that God had been good to him; 
that religion was a good thing to die by. I 
sat ’way back, and I soliloquized: ‘Well, old 
man, you can’t touch me; you have lived your 
life; you haven’t any sympathy with a big 
boy; it has passed over my head,’ 

“Soon after a younger fellow got up; he 
was perhaps thirty-five;.and he said, ‘I have 
just begun the Christian life. Two years 
ago I was converted; I had just begun busi- 
ness, and I had had a prejudice against re- 
ligion. I am a great deal happier; 1 am a 
better business man,’ 

“T listened to him,’ continued Mr. Wana- 
maker, “and I said to myself, “There you 
are; you want to be a business man, and he 
tells you how you can be a better business 
man. He tells you that religion is good to 
live by. Another man tells you it’s good to 
die by.’ ‘Now, do you intend ever to be a 
Christian?’ ‘Yes.’ ‘Well, if it is a good 
thing, why don’t you be it right away?’ I 
said, ‘Yes, I will’ I waited till everybody 
went out except the janitor and the old min- 
ister; and as the latter came down the aisle 
he met a country boy coming up, and I was 
the chap. I simply said to him, ‘I have set- 
tled tonight to give my heart to God’ And 
he reached out his hand, and said, ‘God bless 
you, you will never regret it. That was the 
whole business.” 


CARRY YOUR RELIGION 
WITH YOU. (316) 
Gen. 5 :24. 
Men carry unconscious signs of their life 
about them. Those that come from the forge 


‘and those from the lime and mortar, and 


those from the humid soil and those from the 
dusty travel, bear signs of being workmen and 
of their work. One need not ask a merry 
face or a sad one whether it has come forth 
from joy or from grief. Tears and laughter 
tell their own story. Should one come home 
with fruit we say, “Thou art from the 
orchard;” if with hands full of wild flowers, 
“Thou art from the fields;” if one’s garments 
smell of mingled odors, “Thou hast walked in 
a garden.” But how much more if one hath 
seen God, hath had converse of hope and love 
and hath walked in heaven, should he carry 
in his eye, his words, and his perfumed 
raiment. the sacred tokens of divine inter- 
course !—Henry Ward Beecher. 


THE MUSIC OF THE 
LIFE. (317) 
1 John 3 :18. 
Dr. McKenzie, in his book, “Getting One’s 
Bearings,” tells this good story: 
“When Ole Bull, the great Norwegian vio- 
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linist, was- assailed with hostile criticism, the 
New York Herald offered him its columns for 
his reply. 
English, ‘I tink, Mr. Bennett, it is best tey 
writes against me and I play against tem.” 
“You're right, Ole Bull, quite right,” was the 
editor’s response. 

“T play against tem.’ Most suggestive utter- 
ance. Well could the great performer allow 
his music to speak for him. The music of the 
life—that will ever win its way. 
argument for Christianity has ever been the 
true Christian character. 


LIGHT IN DARKNESS. (318) 
Psas 23-445 John t 35. 

In Rome, visitors_to the Catacombs are 
given candles when they come to the en- 
trance. 

“We know those little ridiculous candles 
which the guides give us, and which seem 
so poor and pale under the blue Italian sky 
that we doubt whether they can really be 
wanted, but as we grope our way through the 
darkness of the Catacombs these candles are 
our comfort and security. So there are times 
in life when faith seems a poor, pale, wan 
thing compared to the strong, vigorous light 
of the world. It is as men grow older, and 
go down deeper into the shadows, that they 
feel the preciousness of the light from the 
Cross.”—British Weekly. 


CHILDREN AND ADULTS. (319) 
Luke 1816; Luke 19 :10. 


It is easy to gain the children for Jesus; 
it is difficult to get adults. Jesus said, “Suffer 
the children to come;”’ but to Zaccheus he 
said, “The Son of Man came to seek and to 
save.” We have only to get-out of the way 
of the child; we must go’aftef and persuade 
the adult—Annie S. Harlow. 


CHILDREN AT MONT- 
LAWN. 
John 6 337. 

The New York “fresh-air children” at Mont- 
Lawn were taught Bible lessons, and then 
questioned to see if they wunderstod. The 
Christian Herald says: 

Oddly clothed as these childish explanations 
are in the brief and vigorous jargon of the 
street, the little ones grasp the meaning of 
the lessons. A teacher asked the meaning of 
the beautiful promise, “Him that cometh unto 
me, I will in no wise cast out.’ An eager hand 
was raised, and a keen-faced little chap an- 
swered thus: “Why, it means, if you'll only 
come to God, he won’t chase you.” That 
promise will mean a little more hereafter to 
more than one member of the lad’s audience. 
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WORLD-WIDE EVANGELISM. 
In foreign lands the heathen are becoming 


Christian. How about this land? 
Heathendom is waking ‘up—How about 
Christendom? 


_ The pagan is reading The Book and com- 
ing to serve the- Lord Jesus Christ. How 
about the non-Christian hearer of our land? 


But he answered in his broken 
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The best - 
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THE NEW TESTAMENT IN 
: JAPAN. © EEC ao Tey 
Psa. 119 754.‘ 
A Japanese pastor recently visited his 


brother, whom he had not seen for a number 


of years, and who was a captain in the army. 
The pastor with some inward trepidation pre- 
sented his brother with a New Testament and 
urged him to study it. The-captain laughed, 
and going to a drawer in his desk he took out 
a little book which he handed to his brother. 
It was a New Testament, well worn with read- 
ing.—The Lutheran. 


TWENTY HEATHEN 
ALTARS. 
Sai 72510; de 

At the session of our North India Confer- 
ence, in the report of a Hindustani preacher, 
was the expression, “During the past year in 
my district twenty heathen altars have been 
torn down.” Every one of those altars repre- 
sented a circle of heathen worshipers, and 
for those altars to be forn down means that 
those worshipers are now sitting at the feet 
of Christ. 

TI turned to a brother at my side, and said, 
“How is it on your district?” He replied, | 
“Fifty-seven altars have been torn down on 
my district within twelve months.” I turned 
to another, who told me that heathen altars 
were being torn down all over this district. 
What is going on in thesé three places is go- 
ing on all over India. The altars and idols 
of India are falling—torn down by the hands 
of their votaries, and in their places are be- 
ing erected the altars of our Christ—J. N. 
West in the Western Christian Advocate. 


THE BIBLE IN A BUDDHIST TEM- 
PLE. (323) 
Psa. I19 :104. 

A missionary writing from Japan shows the 
favor that Christianity is receiving there. An 
officer had his men—about 500—marshaled in 
a Buddhist temple where, by permission of 
the authorities, not only were the Gospels dis- 
tributed to the soldiers, but it was specially 
asked that an address should be given. “Take 
your own time,” sc#d the commanding officer, 
“Wwe shall be pleased to hear you.” And for 
nearly half an hour the men listened to an 
address concerning the object of the distribu- 
tion and the nature of the book that was be- 
ing distributed. The speech was delivered 
in front of the Buddhist altar, the high priest 
being present, in addition to the other priests 
connected with the temple—Christian Work 
and Evangelist. 


WANING SUPERSTITION. 
John 12 :32. 

When Bishop Hurst was in Poona some 
years ago, he went out to the great temple of 
Parbuti, and there watched the worshipers. 
He asked the aged Brahman priest, who for 
many years had received the offerings there, 
“Do as many people come here to pray as 
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formerly?” “No,” was the reply, “they are 
fewer every year.” “How long will this 
worship last?” asked the bishop. “God 


knows,” was the reply; “perhaps ten, per- — 


haps fifty years.” 


“What will bring it to an 
end?” asked the bishop. “Jesus Christ,’ was 
the answer—Christian World. 


OPPORTUNITY. 
Rev. 3 :8. 
Bishop Hartzell says: Yesterday Africa 
was the continent of history, of mystery, and 
of tragedy; today it is the continent of oppor- 
tunity. 
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cea WITH THORNS. (326) 
Psa. 2:8; Matt: 27 320: 


A well Sr ten young soldier came to a mis- 
sion station in Japan one morning and brought 
a piece of thorny briar; he showed it to me 
and said, “I once saw a picture of ahead 
crowned with thorns like this, and I can 
never forget it; whenever I have things to bear 
in the barracks the thought of this picture 
helps me. Can you tell me about it, and has 
it anything to do with your religion Bo CVO 
can imagine what joy it was to put a Bible 
into his hands, and to read and explain the 
trial and death of our Lord. He very soon 
grasped the way of salvation, and made up his 
mind to follow Christ—Missionary Review of 
the World. 


~ leges, and universities. 


PROGRESS IN CHINA. (327) 
Psas 924°: 

- Bishop Bashford of the Methodist Episcopal 
Chutch writes: JI heard Dr. Arthur Smith say 
last week that China has made more progress” 
in the last five years than any other nation on 
the globe. He added that he did not mean 
that China had increased her output of coal 
or gold, or built more miles of railway than 
the United States; but that she had made 
more marked changes in her attitude toward 
modern civilization, and in the line of progress, 
than any other nation had made during that 
time. There is quite a remarkable change of 
sentiment in regard to foot-binding, and it 
looks as if that curse might be abolished 
within the next fifty years. There is a marked 
change in regard to building railways, the 
establishment-of postal routes, the building of 
factories, the teaching of English, and the 
attempt to found high schools, provincial col- 
In a letter received 
from Chentu last week, I learn that there are 
one hundred schools in that city which are 
trying to teach western sciences. Surely 
China is waking up; and the opportunities 
here during the next twenty-five years are, I 
believe, to be greater than in any other place 
upon the face of the globe—Bible Society 
Record. 


THE ECCLESIASTICAL YEAR—JANUARY 


By G. B. F. Hallock, D, D. 


New Year 


A possible. pleasant perspective: “My 
presence shall go with thee and I will give 
thee “rest.” Exodus 33: 14. 

Freedom from the past. 2 Cor. 5: 14-17. 

Long views helpful. Deut. 34: 1-6; Acts 7: 
55-59. 

Looking upward. Ps. 121: 1-8. 

Concentrated purpose. Eccl. 
22: 35-39. 

The end of the race. 

A forward look. 


9:10; Matt. 


2 Tim. 4:6-8. 
Phil. 312-14. 


What of the past? Ps. 77: 1-12. 
How swift the days! Ps. 30. 
God’s. will in time. Jas. 4: 13-17. 


How to have a New Year. Rom’ 6: 1-11. 
Giving days to God. Deut. 6: 1-13. 


NEW- YEAR PRINCIPLES FOR PRAC- 
TICAL LIFE. (345) 

1. Orderliness——Let all things be done de- 
cently and in order—1 Cor. 14: 40. 

January I always sees a renewed recogni- 
tion of the orderly principle—new plans in the 
home life, revised systems in the business life. 
Shall the religious sphere be neglected? 

I. A fundamental principle in the divine 
economy is order—“heaven’s first law.” This 
principle applied to that spiritual institution 
which Jesus called “the Kingdom of God.” 2. 
The details of this system are outlined in the 
Master’s instruction for the religious life— 
prayer, sympathy, meditation, public worship, 
missionary and evangelistic activity. A regu- 
lar-application of these precepts. 3. Has 
many advantages. (1) Subordinates get near- 
er the great Head. (2) There is a better un- 
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derstanding and more fraternal sympathy 
among workers. (3) Such relationships not 
only bring peace and confidence but also scat- 
ter doubts and fears. (4) The surest means 
of reaching the end. Is there not room for a 
revision of details in many private religious 
systems? 3 

Il. Watchfulness—The night cometh when 
no man can work.—John 9: 4. 

The morning of the New Year is a most 
appropriate time to consider these words; for 
they remind us: I. That day, the season of 
opportunity, is at hand. 2. That the oppor- 
tunity will not always remain. The appar- 
ently long three hundred and sixty-five days 
have an end. 3. Our individual year is un- 
certain in its duration. The night of death is 
not recorded on the calendar. 

Hence, like our Master, who helped the 
blind man as he “passed by,” we should utilize 
the little opportunities of each day. 

Ill. Circumspectness. Look therefore care- 
fully how ye walk * * * ~redeeming the 
time.—Eph. 5:15, 16. 

Prudential advice, involving : 1. Wise prep- 
aration. 2. Putting “first things first” in 
choosing a goal. 3. Selecting the most direct 
route to attain the end. 

In a commencement address last year, Mr. 
Putnam, the librarian of Congress, said to the 
young people: “I wish you God speed, but 
I wish you even more a sure footing; and in 
the long run—it is the long run that you are 
now entering upon—the sure footing is prin- 
ciple rather than expediency,’’-—Rev, Claude R. 
Shaver, St. Louis, Mo, 2 


LET THEM GO. 


Whisper farewell to your doubts, 
To follies and faults that you know; 
Then open the western door, 
With the Old Year let them go. 
—Amelia E. Barr. 


DO THE NEXT YEAR BETTER. (346) 


An old painter of Sienna, after standing for 
a long time in silent meditation before his 
canvas, with hands crossed meekly on _ his 
breast and head bent reverently low, turned 
away saying, “May God forgive me that I did 
not do it better!” We can all say that of our 
last year’s work, not despondently, but hope- 
fully, that he will not only forgive us, but en- 
able us to do the next work better. 


KEEP Ag ie 


A skilled workman in a bronze factory la- 
boring upon the panels of a massive door, 
carefully cleansed the surfaces, trimmed the 
rough - edges, filled in the porous cavities, 
touched and retouched the outlines, and shaped 
and smoothed and polished one portion after 
another, and then went back to do the same 
thing over again, each time to seeming advan- 
tage. “I shouldn’t think you would, know 
when you were through with this work,” said 
a visitor. “We are never through,” was the 
workman’s answer, “so long as they will let us 
keep at it.’ So we “keep at” our characters 
year after year until our work is taken away 
from us, and we are “complete in Him.” 


OUR FATHER PLANS. (347) 


There is a story.of a boy who left his home 
and went to the city alone for the first time. 
He set out with forebodings, but everything 
turned out better than his fears. The con- 
ductor was kind. A stranger sat beside him 
and described the places they passed. A driver 
who know exactly where he wanted to go was 
at the city station. When it was all over, he 
learned that his father had been with him all 
the day, in another car, planning things for 
his comfort and sending helpful persons to 
him. Is not that the way God has been with 
us all the year? 


SEALED ORDERS. 


Before me lies an unknown sea, 
The port I left behind; 

Strong waves are forming ut the prow, 
The sails bend to the wind. 


(348) 


What is my quest? Why fare I forth? 
Not mine it is to say; 

He whom I serve has given command, 
I have but to obey. 


So to the overguiding Will, 
My own I gladly yield; 

And while my little craft outstands, 
I sail with orders sealed. 


I may not read then if I would, 
I would not if I might; 

Nor hold the duty less, but more, 
Whose chart is faith, not sight. 
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Some time, I know not when or how, 
All things will be revealed; 

And until then content am I 
To sail with orders sealed. 


“TAKING STOCK.” (349) 


New Year’s is the time when merchants 
“take account of stock” to find out what their 
assets are worth. This is a good process for 
a Christian to employ. What progress have 
you made during the past twelvemonth? How 
much good have you done? What soul have 
you tried to lead to Christ? What bad habit 
have you conquered? Are your love for Jesus 
and your zeal up to blood-heat? Then write 
under the record of the past year, “Hitherto 
hath the Lord helped me,” and resolve to make 
the next year yield a still larger dividend. If 
you do not advance you will go back; there is | 
no standing still in the Christian life. 

Let the coming year be one of more fervent 
prayer Growth in the Christian life is no 
more possible without prayer than eyesight 
without light. While you pray for what you 
need most, do your own part to bring about 
the answer. Work with the Holy Spirit, never 
against him. It is mockery to pray for what 
you are not earnestly working to obtain; a 
farmer might as well pray for a wheat crop 
without putting in a plow. Aim also at a 
deeper spirituality; a shallow religion brings 
no joy to yourself, and no good to others. All 
growing Christians are hungry feeders on their 
Bibles; hem every morning with a stout seam 
of prayer and God’s Word; then the day will 
not ravel out into frivolity and failure — 
Theodore L. Cuyler, D. D. 


“KEEP US, O GOD.” (350) 

The opening year impresses us with the 
thought that we are starting out on an un- 
known way in which we must walk by faith 
and not by sight. Life for each one of us is 
an uncharted sea, with an ever-changing 
shore-line and horizon. 

The fishermen of Brittany have a prayer 
they offer as they launch their boats out into 
the sea: “Keep us, O our God; our boats are 
so small and the océan is so wide.” This beau- 
ful prayer is a fitting one for us to offer as we 
launch out upon the unknown bosom of nine- 
teen hundred and seven. In this spirit of con- 
fidence let us commit our way upon the great 
deep of the world unto God and calmly, trust- 
fully, joyfully face sunshine or storm as He 
will. 


A CREED FOR THE NEW YEAR. (351) 


I believe in the Father-God, whose change- 
less Love speaks from the Book and all Life. 

I believe in his providential Plan, unfolding 
in the experience of his children. 

I believe in Immanuel, whom he sent to lead 
the errant, weak and weary to his side. 

I believe in penitence and pardon, whereby 
we better know ourselves and our Father. 

I believe in the clean heart and noble life, 
possible for all who have the Christly spirit. 

I believe in the joy of selfless service, sym- 
pathies that reflect Christ, and dauntless trust 
that makes life worth while, 


_ 1 believe in the soul’s Home, whither all 
tried and true ones go, being at peace with 
God, neighbor and self. 

I believe this Creed can be lived out daily 
by anyone “in His name.”—Rev. J. Howard 
Hobbs. 


NUMBERING OUR DAYS. (352) 


So teach us to number our days that we may 
‘apply our hearts unto wisdom. Ps. 90: 12. 
The duty. 

To number their fewness, 
To number their. fleetness. 
To number their uncertainty. 
The prayer. 
By the flight of the seasons. 
By the prevalence of mortality among us. 
‘By the lessons of the Bible. 
By the influence of the Spirit. 

Til. The end. 

1. That we Shall apply our hearts vigor- 
ously. 

2. That we ‘shall’ apply our hearts imme- 
diately —Author unknown. 
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THE FLOOD OF YEARS. 


“The Lord sitteth upon the flood.” 
29: Io. 

Out on the water in a small sailing yacht 
we were once caught in a storm. As the small 
vessel was tossed up and down and blown 
hither and thither, we found it ‘a source of 
satisfaction to look away from the unstable 
boat to the stable land,—from the turbulent sea 
to the tranquil shore. So we doubt if there is 
anyone, once coming to realize the meaning of 
such an expression as this, “The Lord sitteth 
upon the flood,” who will not find a new sense 
of satisfaction and security and of hope steal- 
ing into his heart. 


I. First, the words suggest a turbulent 
scene. A “flood.” 

1. Now a flood suggests, for one thing, 
commotion. How true it is that these opening 
years of the new century are full of commo- 
tion. 

2! 
flow. 

3. A flood suggests alsw possible distress. 


IJ. But happily, in the midst of the flow of 
years, there comes to us a revelation bidding 
us dismiss every foreboding fear and to be- 
lieve that all things will work together for 
good, for in the midst of the turbulent flood 
we are shown a tranquil God. “The Lord sit- 
teth upon the flood.” “The Lord sitteth.” .This 
is the position of tranquilety, of calm assur- 
ance, of supremacy, and of the conscious right 
and power to reign. An usurper could not be 
tranquil over such a tumultuous empire. If he 
had any moral misgivings he could not be thus 
at ease. But the tranquil God is conscious 
of both his right and power to reign. He 
sets a bound to the floods. He holds the sea 
in the hollow of his hand. 

This God is our God forever and ever. In- 
finite in love, infinite in wisdom, infinite in 
power,—how well we can afford to trust him. 


(353) 
Ps: 


But, again, a flood suggests resistless on- 


Evangelisri 


We are glad to notice that there is a simul- 
taneousness of desire and prayer for the revival _ 
of religion in the churches of the country.. 
They are speaking forth, as with one voice, 
their wishes and their hopes in regard to the 
long needed revival of piety in this land and 
in all lands. ‘ 


A REVIVAL WANTED. (355) 

“A revival is wanted. A revival of religion 
is wanted—not a revival of bare churchism— 
not a revival of sect-upbuilding—not so much 
a revival that shows itself in church statistics. 
But a true revival. It may show itself in the 
deep humiliation of the church—in tears of 
penitent weeping on the part of God’s people 
—in broken, heart-sobbing accents ‘of confes- 
sion of sin from those who: have professed to 
be religious—in the clothing of the spirit in 


“sackcloth by formal Christians, and the sprink- 
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ling of ashes.” 


PERSONAL EVANGELISM. (356) 
A three-months’ evangelistic campaign is 
proposed to the Christian Endeayor Societies 
by Rev. Francis E. Clark, D. D., President of 
the United Society of Christian Endeavor. 
Every society, if it is true to its principles, is 
said to be an evangelistic society, and one of 
its purposes is to lead others to Christ and into 
the Church. 
“Every Endeavorer,” says President Clark, — 
“according to his ability and opportunity, is, OF 
ought to be, an evangelist. Now is the ti 
of all times. The activities of the society a 
in full operation. The members are in their 
places» Now, if ever, we can reach our. asso- 
ciate members, and win them and others to 
Christ. By faithful effort we may have a great 
ingathering in the Week of Prayer or on our 
Decision Day in February. But it will take 
persistent, thoughtful effort. The society that 
does not pray, plan, work, and hope for a 
spiritual awakening will not have one. The 
individual who does not resolutely resolve that 
he will do his part with God’s help to bring 
about this spiritual quickening will do nothing. 
Who will join in the following covenant, to re- 
main in force until February 7, 1907? ‘“Trust- 
ing in the Lord Jesus Christ for strength, I 
promise him that I will pray daily for a revival 
in my church and society and town, that I will 
co-operate in any wise methods to secure such 
a Spiritual awakening, and that I will strive 
personally to bring at least one person to a 
saving knowledge of Christ.” 


TEND THE FIRE. (357) 

Even when a fire has been well laid and has 
been kindled properly, it often needs attention, 
or it will not burn evenly and briskly. Some- 
times the flame flashes up brightly at first, only 
to die away in part without really igniting the 
wood or coal around it. Sometimes this be- 
comes kindled, but only upon one side. In 
either case some one must be at hand to save 
it. He must seek to concentrate what fire 
there is into one living mass. He must place 
a stick here, or adjust a lump of coal there, so 
that both shall catch fire. Then he must put 


One Ot two others close to them, that they may ~ 
ignite them. A few moments, and a little care 
spent thus in careful nursing, will transform 
a feeble, doubtful blaze into a strong, useful 
fire. 

Does not the same principle apply in re- 
ligion? Is not the present-just the time when 
special advantage should be taken of it? In 
many_a congregation and community are visi- 
ble signs of a new spiritual purpose and life. 
Christians are reconsecrating themselves in 
sincerity; some others are recognizing their 
obligations to God for the first time, and ask- 
ing what they must do to be saved. But this 
rising flame of new and holy desire is still 
faint in many instances, and will die away 
without nurture. Even the indispensable aid 
of the Divine Spirit will not be continued un- 
less human effort is maintained. There is im- 
perative need, on the part of all Christian peo- 
ple, especially pastors, Sunday-school teachers, 
and others who possess maturity and experi- 
ence, of nursing the incipient flame until it 
shall have grown into a strong and perma- 
nent fire—Congregational Magazine. 


CRISES IN CHARACTER. — (358) 


“Years ago, in a New England college there 
was a time of deep religious interest. Two 
students were standing at a gate, hesitating as 
to whether to go in and talk with the president 
about what they must do to be saved. They 
decided differently, they separated for the time, 
and the decisions then made seemed to have 
determined the separation of the lives for eter- 
nity. That was the way in which men faced 
their future in Christ’s time; that is the way 
in which, unheeded, all around’ us every day 
lives are being made or marred. 

“No man remains standing at the cross- 
roads. Crises in character, like those in dis- 
ease, do not last weeks and months; they pass, 
and there is progress in one direction or the 
other. Christ’s words leave no doubt about 
that.” 


PAUL AND FELIX, (359) © 


“And as he reasoned-of righteousness, tem- 
perance, and judgment to come.”’—Acts 24: 25. 
I. The subject matter of Paul’s preaching. 

1. Righteousness; involves the idea of being 
just in one’s dealings with God and man. 

2. Temperance. in eating; in drinking; in 
all things. Intemperance is ruinous to the 
body, to the soul, to the family, to the church, 
and to society at large. 

3. Judgment. Note (1) certainty of this, 
as evident from Scripture, from reason, from 
conscience; (2) its necessity and (3) its un- 
alterable decision. 

Il. The effect produced. “Felix trembled :” 
(1) on account of the wretched state in which 
he lived; (2) because of the doom that awaited 
him. 

Ill. The answer. “Go thy way.” Consider 
this as addressed to (1) God, (2) to the Spirit, 
(3) to the minister. 

IV. The resolution. The “convenient sea- 
son.” Note its danger, for the sinner grows 
worse; no time more favorable than the pres- 
ent will ever arrive; no means more favorable 


will ever be used; God will never be more 
willing than he is now.—Author unknown. 


WINNING SOULS. (360) 
- “He that winneth souls is wise.” It is a 
wise thing to win a soul, becattse the soul 
alone, of all created things, is destined to 
abide. Work wrought on every other fabric 
beside will perish. : 

Around the base of the dome of St. Paul’s 
Cathedral this inscription is written in honor 
of the architect, Sir Christopher Wren: Si 
monumentum requiras, circumspice—lf you are 
seeking his monument, look around. But that 
monument to Wren’s genius and gifts will 
crumble to mother earth, whilst the salvation 
that has accrued to souls through the devoted 
work of humble men and women will be monu- 
ments of their painstaking, self-sacrificing zeal 

“When the sun is old 
And the moon grows cold.” 
—Rev. F. B. Meyer. 


THE SINNER’S SAVIOUR. — (361) 

“Jesus of Nazareth passeth by.” Luke 18: 37. 
There are many incidents in the Word that 
reveal the great love of Christ for lost and 
despairing souls, but none that reveals it more 


tenderly than this scene of the Jericho road, 


where he meets the. poor blind beggar, and, 
touched by his condition, pauses on the jour- 
ney to heal him. f 

I. The blind man’s condition is a type of 
the sinner’s. 

1. He was blind. All the beauties of God’s 
creation were closed to-him. There are two 
worlds, a physical and a spiritual. As this 
man was blind to the physical, so the sinner 
is to the spiritual. He knows not the joy of 
pardon and doubts its reality. “The natural 
heart” receiveth not the things of the king- 
dom. I Corinthians 2:14; Ephesians 2: 3. 

2. He was helpless. “Had suffered many 
things of many physicians.” Has lost faith in 
external remedies, but as he hears of Jesus is 
filled with emotion and hope. John 8: 34; 
Ephesians 2: 8-10- 

II.. The blind man’s action must be the ac- 
tion of the sinner. » 

1. He placed himself in Christ’s way. Dif- 
ficulties were before him and the crowd tried 
to keep him back, but he allowed none of these 
to hinder him. John 5: 40. 

2. He surrendered himself to Christ. If he 
had any preconceived notions as to how he 


should be healed he cast them aside. John 
FLT. 
3. He improved his opportunity. Had he 


not been healed then he never would have been 
healed. This was Christ’s last trip to Jerusa- 
lem. “Jesus of Nazareth passeth by.”’—Author 
unknown. 


WAITING HARVESTS. (362) 

“When the fruit is ripe, straightway he put- 
teth forth the sickle, because the harvest is 
come.” 

The harvest of souls is not confined to any 
one season. Custom and convenience have set 
apart the winter months for evangelistic work, 
and the summer months for vacation; but the 
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workman that is nearest his Lord does not 
close his efforts at any time. A fire of religi- 
ous fervor for three weeks in January cannot 
atone for indifference during the rest of the 
year. Christ told his followers that the gos- 
pel harvest was unlike the natural harvest, 
which was four months off. “The fields are 
white already.” There dre some trees that 
bear blossoms, green fruit, and ripe fruit, all 
at the same time. These ‘are a better type of 
the harvest Jesus mentioned.—Religious Tele- 
scope. 


BE FAITHFUL. (363) 

It matters not if men get angry at God’s 
word; your duty is to speak the word of the 
Lord. God will take care of his own word; 
for his promise is to bless his word. 

It has been the uniform observation of ex- 
perienced workers, that where men become 
angry at the truth, conviction is sure to follow. 
Some of the most remarkable conversions ever 
witnessed were those where men _ became 
angry. Their anger was against the truth. 

~ Do not fear to speak the truth of God, but 
do it wisely and prudently. Let your plain- 
ness of speech show that you love the truth, 
and the souls of those to whom you speak. 
Do not be afraid to speak. Make yourself 
master of the Bible truths you utter. Be bold 
as a servant. Let the people know that your 
Master is worthy to be heard, and that you 
speak his words—not your own. Show the 
people that the matter about which you speak 
is one of personal concern between them and 
their God. Do not go whining and simpering 
around, telling of all the dead babies and dead 
mothers you ever saw or heard of. Preach 
Christ and him crucified as the Saviour. Call 
upon the people to repent and believe upon 
him. Do not be afraid to tell the people they 
will go to hell if they continue in sin, and die 
in it. The Bible speaks it plainly, and makes 
no apology about it. If you speak as the Bible 
speaks, fear not. Do all these things, and you 
will have done your part in securing a revival 
and the conversion of souls—An Evangelist. 


NEED OF REVIVAL. (364) 


We are, obviously and notoriously, in the 
midst of an age of awful and astounding wick- 
edness. Sin revels in high places and in low 
places, among those who are in office and in 
honor, and those who are not. Iniquity is 
open and brazen, in the highest offices of the 
nation and the state, in the assemblies of legis- 
lation, in the halls of trade and places of mer- 
chandise, behind bank counters, on “corners” 
where huge swindles are practiced, and so on 
down, through all grades of society, to the 
lowest social classes of our population. The 
rampant immorality of this generation is all 
pervading. It permeates the whole mass of 
society. Like a poisonous leaven, it strikes 
through the whole lump, and leaves its de- 
moralizing taint interwrought throughout the 

whole. 

e). If this corruption shows itself only among 
tke criminal classes, it would be bad enough. 
But not so. It has begotten for itself a kind 
of public tolerance and immunity because of its 


> 


high associations. It steals, and robs, and eni- 


- bezzles, and forges and counterfeits, and lies, 


and cheats, and swindles, and breaks faith, 
and plots against, and murders, in the high 
places of honor and responsibility, of rank 
and fortune, of office and trust. The educated, 
and the polite, and the wealthy, and the socially 
honored, and those who are lifted above and 
rule the people, are corrupted, and yield to 
base wickedness, and violate honor, and truth 
and all righteousness. The better part of the 
nation, just now seemingly awakening to its 
moral sense, is well nigh stunned with the 
hideous sight of its own depravity, and sick- 
ened at heart, with the nauseous stench of its 
abounding and deepening corruption—Zion’s 
Watchman, 


: WELL SAID. 
The Lord comforts us, not to make us com- 
fortable, but to make us comforters—East and 
West. 


When a man once says, this one thing I 
will do, he clothes himself with a force before 
which time and death are both impotent.— 


W. J. Dawson. 


Some people are so gimcrack, you feel that 
if you were to lean against them they would 
topple over, but you might as soon expect a 
cathedral to give way under your weight as 
that man. A cathedral isn’t a bad simile: 
strength without and beauty within—Leslie 
Keith, in The Leisure Hour. 


We are made for God, as we are made for 
bread, and for knowledge, and for love, and 
without God we die. The child cannot do 
without the father. The father cannot do 
without the child—N, McGee Waters. 

Some people went to see that famous Bel- 
gian monk, Reisbach, to ask him the secret 
of his holy life. He gave them this answer: 
“Ye are as holy as ye truly will to be holy.”— 
J. R. Mott. 


What we need is not more statistics, or more 
committees, or more bluebooks, or more 
money, what we need is more personal com- 
passion, and more personal sacrifice—John 
Watson. 
READER—STILL OPEN 

The remarkable offer made in our Decem- 
ber issue. whereby any Minister, Home or 
Foreign Missionary, Student or Christian 
Worker in charge. may secure a set of that 
famous Commentary on the Book of the 
Revelation, by Rev. Joseph A. Seiss, entitled 
“Tectttres on the Apocalypse,” in three vol- 
umes, cloth binding, 1,417 pages, for the low 
price of $1.80 carriage paid, is still open, and 
all who can should avail themselves of this 
rare opportunity. 

The original price of this work was $5.00, 
the present price is $2.50, with the special 
concession as stated above to the classes in- 
dicated, This order should be promptly ac- 
cepted. Write to the publisher. Charles C. 
Cook, 150 Nassau street, New York, 


~ 


What the Editors Think 


Without doubt life and property and morals 
are safer where there are good laws. James 
Russell Lowell advised an infidel ranter that, 
if he hated the Christian religion so badly, 
he should leave New England and make his 
home in Dahomey. Where there are good 
laws there will be apt to be good people, and 
it is also true, transversely, that where there 
are good people there will be good laws. 
Either one of these facts is an argument for 
good laws. An interesting exposition of this 
general truth is before us in the law enforce- 
ment that has been going on in Missouri under 
Governor Folk during the past year. Accord- 
ing to the statistics of the State Labor Bureau 
there has been, during th: year, a. reduction 
of twenty per cent in the number of arrests 
for crime, and of forty per cent in Sunday 
arrests, while it has saved the State more 
than $100,000 in criminal costs—Herald and 
Presbyter. 


It would be an admirable idea if those who 
are enthusiasts upon the subject of missionary 
endeavor would lend Uncle Sam a hand in 
advantageously distributing the forlorn -exiles 
who are fleeing by the hundreds of thousands 
to our shores. Never in the history of Amer- 
ica has Castle Garden or Ellis Island been 
as congested as during the present season. 
These “strangers in a strange land” are ur- 
gently in need of friendly aid, and the greatest 
possible good that our missionary societies 
could do would be to render such assistance 
as lies in their power, helping these “astrays” 
to reach the great untilled acres of the West, 
and to induce them not to congregate in the 
overcrowded cities—Four-Track News. 


The greatest thing to be guarded against, 
however, is the danger of self-deception in the 
use of the phrase “what we can.” It will not 
do to make it mean what we wish or what 
will not interfere with our own comforts or 
pleasures or desires. Giving “what we can” 
in the way of money must not be permitted 
to mean giving “what is left” after luxurious 
living is provided for. “What we can” in the 
way of time must not mean the fragments that 
remain when we have sated ourselves with 
either business or recreation or frivolity. 
“What we can” in the way of lightening bur- 
dens or giving sympathy and assistance to our 
fellows must not be dependent upon our selfish 
moods. The Lord will not accept as an excuse 
that “we cannot” labor in his vineyard, when 
our ability to so work is only hindered by 
self-made limitations of “we will not” or “have 
no desire” to work for him. 

Let us face our own hearts plainly when we 
are asked to give time, money or counsel to 
the upbuilding of the Kingdom upon earth. 
Let us be fair with ourselves. Let us be fair 
with the Lord who knoweth the interests of 
all hearts, and let us not plead inability when 
such a plea is a wicked subterfuge—The 
Presbyterian. 


True religion is not an insurance policy 
against future loss, but an investment of life 
with a view to present as well as eternal 
teturns.—Pittsburg Christian Advocate. 


A late defaulting bank president was so 
scrupulous in the performance of his religious 
duties. Even in abstention from tobacco and 
the Sunday newspaper he was such a model 
to the young. “Why,” says an inconsolable 
Presbyterian, “it’s enough to break down faith 
in human nature!” But faith in human nature 
ought to go with some knowledge of it; and 
no fact of it is better established than that 
hypocritical religiosity is the final touch of 
imposture. Faith in human nature is a fine 
thing, and regular attendance at church is 
excellent; but in the banking business. we 
cannot get on without inspection that inspects 
and direction that directs—The Nation. 


In one .of our socialistic exchanges, Dr. 
Morgan, of the Fifth Avenue Church, of New 
York, is reported as saying some time back 
that “every Christian is a social reformer,” 
and “if he is not, he is an infidel.” ~ 

The editor of The Public, the organ making 
the quotation, indorses the remark as_ pro- 
foundly true, and declares that the man whose 
Christianity consists in idolatrously observing 
church customs and forms, and to whom the 
iniquitous institutions of social life—legalized, 
respectable, pious, and profitable as well as the 
criminal and repulsive sorts—are not objects 
of attack and eradication, that man is not a 
Christian, but, judged from the standpoint of 
a real Christianity, he is, as Dr.. Morgan de- 
scribes him, an infidel—Western Christian 
Advocate. 


: G Rwer of Words. 


€ make or mar our lives 
By what we say — Speak out: 
If it be kind and good to hear 
Speak out today! 


But if our passions rush 
into the tongue to send forth 
s Fain ° 
. Before the word is spoken 
O refrain! « 


O keep in mind that thought 
if not expressed cannot be 

. heard : 
And that no. power on earth 
can stop the spoken word 


LM Shea haz | 


Copyrighted 1906 by M. T. Sheahan, Boston, Mass., publisher 
of mottoes and sentiments for gifts,. etc. 
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By J. Ross Stevenson, O. P. Girrorp, DAvim James Burrett, HucH BLAck. 
R. A. Torrey, £H, M. Warton, 


Proving The Will of God 


BY REY. 0. P. GIFFORD, D. D., BUFFALO, N. Y. 


Text: “And be not conformed to this 
world. but be ye transformed by the renew- 
ing of your mind, that ye may prove what 
is that good, and acceptable, and perfect will 
of God.” Rom. 12:2. 

Can man, by searching, find out God? Paul 
gives the answer in our text respecting the 
the finding of God’s will. s 

You bring a man under-certain conditions, 
you measure your man to know him; every 
word is an expression of his will; every 
thought is a manifestation of his will; every 
deed is an output of his will. By the words 
the man speaks, the thoughts the man thinks, 
the deeds a man does, you have the man— 
you know what to count on. So, when you 
have found the will of God, you have found 
God. The words of God express the will of 
God; the thoughts of God express the will 
of God. Be not conformed to this age; but 
be transformed, that you may prove and test 
and know the good and acceptable and perfect 
will of God. 

The steamer is on the open sea; there is 
not another vessel in sight; the horizon line is 
marked by the tumbling water against the sky; 
a guest on board the steamer goes to the 
bulletin board of the steamer and reads: 

“Sassibo, Sunday afternoon. Come to din- 
ner with me at 7:30. Dress clothes and cards 
of invitation unnecessary. 

“Sameshima.” 

From an island sixty miles off, below the 
horizon line, invisible, with not another 
steamer in sight, they know the will of a 
man. The steamer turned its prow toward 
Sassibo, and at four o’clock entered the har- 
bor, and the invited guests prepared for 
dinner. : 

On the Sea of Time is it possible for the 
soul of man to know the will of God? Can 


man reach the energy of the Infinite and find ” 


response to the invitation of the Eternal, and 
turn the prow of his will toward God? Paul 
says so. Do not be conformed to the age; 
be transformed by the renewing power of 
your mind, and ye shall know the will of God. 

First, the negative; then the positive; “be 
not conformed;’ “be transformed.’ 

1. Be not conformed to the age. The age 
is limited by time, it is transient, temporary; 
the Eternal is everlasting, unchanging; the 
river is born, runs its race, dies; the ocean 
abides. AA.man who has never seen water, 
except a running stream, cannot know the 
meaning of water in its fullness. He forms 
his ideas around a mountain brook; he knows 
nothing of the depths and sweep of the ocean, 
the life of the sea, the tossing of the billows. 
The ocean cannot reveal itself to the man con- 
formed to the mountain brook. The great 
Ocean of Eternity cannot reveal itself to a 


mountain brook of time. A man reared on a 
ferry boat cannot know very much about 
water or steamships. He cannot know as much- 
as can the man on an ocean liner. How many 
men in the cabins of ferryboats of time go 
back and forth between the sides. of the 
stream and think they know God, the Eter- 
nal, the Infinite! 

Now the man who abides on an island 
stream cannot know the ocean; he is con- 
formed to the age. he cannot get God’s revela- 
tion, he might as well put his fingers around 
a penny and try to think that he is rich, as 
to clasp his faculties and powers around tiae 
and expect to understand eternity. Be not 
conformed to the age if you expect to find God. 

In the great Northwest, on the sloping 
shores of Lake Superior, is a log destined for 
the Atlantic Ocean; driven by the winds, 
forced onward by the currents, it goes until 
it drops into the Niagara River; it is 
crowded apart from its fellows, by the winds; 
it finds the leap over the cataract; it dances 
in the rapids of the whirlpool; it is caught 
there! that is an age, part of a stream. The 
water blackens the log, the log is conformed 
to the whirlpool. The St. Lawrence sings to 
it, but it will not come out from the whirling 
waters of the whirlpool; the Atlantic clamors 
for it, but it is content. Around and around 
and around it goes. By and by every fiber is 
soaked with the water of the whirlpool and 
the log sinks and that is the end of it; it 
will never see Lake Ontario, it will never 
have revealed to it the St. Lawrence nor the 
great tidal movements of the Atlantic. It is 
conformed to the whirlpool. 

How many men you and I know who started 
out for God; as the years go by they are busy; 
they go around and around in business; they 
get saturated with business until they have 
stunk into it. They never know the Ontario 
nor the Atlantic of God’s larger life. How 
many men and women started out for God, 
who are caught in the social world, in the 
mad race, for money, faster and faster, like a 
maddened automobile, until a tire slips off 
and there is a tragedy; the race is ended. God 
cannot reveal himself to the man who finds 
the measure of his spirit in the age in which he 
lives. Be not conformed to the age. 

To-day there lies in a hospital in Colorado 
Springs, a man once potentially the richest 
man in the republic, dying a pauper. te took 
up a claim on both sides of Cripple Creek, it 
was farm land; at the close of the war the 
government took back part of it as he had 
more than the laws allow. So the man went 
to the mines for gold; he learned how to 
prospect for gold. Returning from the gold 
fields he found gold on his farm. But his 
friends said it was fools’ gold, it was too 
red; he said it was genuine gold. And so it 
was. Years went by, he sank into habitual 
drunkenness; he stood there and sliced his 
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farm and put on mortgages to get whisky. 
Drink dissolved the magnificent storage ware- 
house of yellow metal. At last he had only 
the hill left. He knew there was gold*there 
and so there was; it was full of gold. All 
the rest of the farm he had deeded away in 
his passion for drink. The—bar-keeper, lean- 
ing over the bar, said: “I will give you a 
quart of whisky if you will deed me your hill.” 
He signed the deed. Since then one hundred 
and sixty million dollars’ worth of gold have 
been taken out of the hill. He was conformed 
to the age he lived in. His horizon was the 
rim of a glass of whisky. To-day he is dying, 
a pauper, supported by his sister. 

If you are conformed to the age you live in, 
you never can know God, or the will of God; 
God is too large; you might as well try to 
study the stars with a microscope. 

Be not conformed to the age. God cannot 
reveal himself to those who are not them- 
selves his. followers, who limit themselves to 
their own friends, to their own neighborhood. 

“Shall we know each other there?” You 
will never get there.. Do not borrow trouble 
about that; you have not the first condition. 
you do not know God’s people here; why 
bother about there? Conformity to the age! 
in your pew, in your home, in your clique, in 
your club, in your church, in your neighbor- 
hood, putting self at the center. Yet He who 
Sitteth on the circle of the earth cannot reveal 
Himself to people bound to narrow limits 
like that. 

Can'a man know the will of God? 

How? By conformity to the age? Never! 

By living as a club member? Never! 

By living in a social clique as an ornament? 

By being a party servant? Never! 

“God so loved the world that he left heaven. 
Such a Lover will never declare himself to 
men of time, whose eternity is a mirror, the 
height of whose ambition is to improve their 
prospects of earth. 

2. How, then, can we know the will of 
God? Be transformed. Face out; not “in; 
look up, not down; look beyond, not close at 
hand. 

Be transformed. The same root is under 
this and transfigure on Mount Hermon: Christ 
was transfigured before them; light trans- 
figured his face. He was transfigured from 
within out. The Greek word is in the middle 

_ voice, not the passive; it means transfigure 
yourself. “Ye are laborers together with God.” 
“Work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling, for it is God that worketh in you 
to will and to do His own pleasure.” Trans- 
figure yourselves that ye may know God. 

Is it possible to know God? Yes. 

Every man can change his mind, can shift 
his whole being. A business man can change 
his business, taking out cotton looms and put- 
ting in woolen looms; a man can sell his 
stock and invest in new goods. So a man’s 
memory, imagination, will, embody great 
thoughts and mighty principles; then God be- 
gins to reveal himself to the man. Trans- 
figure yourselves by the renewing of your 
minds, 

You go to Europe. On the deck, as you leave, 
is a group of men from the heart of Russia, 


Yes! 


scantily clothed, unwashed; they are the raw 
material tossed into the hold of the steam- 
ship and brought across. The years go by; 
in a western city you find the governor of a 
state, a graduate of an American university; 
when he was a boy of five years old he was in 
the heart of Russia. He became an American, 
went through our process of education, became 
governor of a state. He transfgured himself 
when he moved from Russia to the United 
States. You see the same process going on in 
a limited way among men and women about 
us. So we transfigure ourselves by renewing 
our mind. An act of will is first of all. 

A lad was following twelve yoke of oxen 
in an Eastern meadow. An old man tossed 
his sheepskin mantle over the youth and spoke 
to him. The young man looks, draws back a 
little, decides to accept; he breaks up the 
yokes for fuel for fire; with the draft animals 
he makes a sacrifice and a supper. Presently. 
we see the plowboy a statesman to the king, 
transhgured by his own will, putting himself 
in new conditions. 

A young man stands on the doorstep of a 
palace in Egypt with his friends; he can have 
anything in Egypt. But he has an inspiration 
to serve humanity. Had not Moses spent forty 
years in the wilderness under discipline he 
would never have stood on the threshold of 
the Infinite and talked with God; he might 
have lived ten thousand years in Egypt and. 
never have seen God face to face; he might 
have continued to conform to Egyptian civili- 
zation and never have climbed the rugged steps 
of Sinai and gotten the world’s law from the 
Eternal. Moses chose to transfigure himself 
by renewing his mind. 

God spoke to’a man at the receipt of custom, 
fingering Roman coins; the great Teacher said 
to him: “Follow me.” And he renewed his 
mind and learned the will of God, and wrote 
one of the great literatures of the centuries. 
Matthew’s name is cut deep in the corner- 
stone of the Eternal City. 

A fisherman was mending his nets, the 
Master said: “Follow me,’ and he became 
the great preacher of the centuries; on the 
corner-stone in the foundation of the Eternal 
City is the name of Peter. 

Now, if Elisha had conformed to his cattle, 
he never would have become a prophet; if 
Moses had conformed to Egyptian civilization, 
he never would have founded an empire; if 
Peter had conformed to fishing boats and nets 
he never would have become the great preacher 
of the centuries. 

My brother, it costs to be transformed, but 
it pays. It is easy to conform to the age, but 
when the age ends, those conformed to it end 
with it. F 

Can a man know God? 
the will of God. 

How can we know the will of God? Turn 
your back to the age with its narrowness, face 
eternity with its breadth, transfigure your- 
selves. 

On the sea of time comes the silent message 
of the Eternal, “Dine with Me.” The shore is 
near at hand, your craft casts anchor, you step 
into the presence of the King —Rev. ORS 
Gifford, D. D., Buffalo, N.Y. - 


Yes, by knowing 
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~ Comfort in Temptation 
aS BY REV. HUGH BLACK. 


There hath no temptation taken you but 
such as is common to man: but God is faithful 
who will not suffer you to be tempted above 
that ye are able; but will with the temptation 
also make a way to escape, that ye may be 
able to bear it—I Corinthians 10: 13. 

St. Paul, in dealing with the special dangers 
and temptations of the Corinthian Church, 
points to the early history of Israel to warn 
-and reprove. He mentions four sins of the 
Israelites as corresponding to similar tempta- 
tions in Corinth—idolatry, impurity of life, 
unbelief, and murmuring. The punishment of 
these sins as recorded in the story of Israel is 
no idle tale, but, Paul declares, has its bearing 
on the circumstances of the Corinthian 
Church. “All these things happened unto 
them for examples, and they are written for 
our admonition upon whom the ends of the 
world are come.” ‘There follows, therefore, a 
statement of the true attitude towards temp- 
tation for the guidance of the Christian con- 
verts. 

The first word is one of warning: “Let him 
that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he 
fall”—a rebuke of all presuniption and wanton 
self-trust. One invariable petition of every 
Christian prayer must be, Lead us not into 
temptation! The very first principle of the 
right way to look at temptation is a distrust of 
self. We cannot trust ourselves to stand in 
slippery places where better men than*we have 
fallen. A man can come into relations with 
the darkest evils and festering corruption of 
life, if he go at the call of duty, with pity in 
his heart and with desire for service, but only 
if he be panoplied by the love of Christ and 
moved by Christ’s passion for souls. Abso- 
lutely the first lesson about temptation in all 
our tempted lives is this one of warning, “Let 
him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest 
he fall.” 

Paul’s second point is one rather of encour; 
agement than of warning. The first lesson is 
not. sufficient; for it can only refer to some 
sorts of temptations, those which we can avoid 
by careful picking of our way. But tempta- 
tion presses us round about, it meets us at 
every corner. Have we to avoid it, to flee 
from it in a panic of terror? Nay, says Paul, 
we are not to seek it; and we are not to fear 
it. So, after the warning comes this word of 
encouragement, “There hath no temptation 
taken you but such as is common to man,’— 
or “such as man can bear,” as the Revised 
Version translates it; literally, “such as is ac- 
cording to man,” Paul assures the Corinth- 
ians that their temptations are not unpre- 
cedented, no unheard-of dangers and difficul- 
ties. They are the common lot of man, the 
fire through which the ore is purified from the 
dross. 

a young man thinks his situation is unique, 
that no one else has ever experienced the tor- 
ment of awakened passions, or that he is af- 
flicted by a brand new type of doubt: nobody 

“has ever thought his thoughts, or feared his 
fears, or doubted his doubts. He proceeds to 
make excuse for himself on the score of his 


peculiar circumstances, and he thinks he miay- 
be excused for giving way. How much more 
cause had the Corinthians to argue like this 
when temptation to them meant all the seduc- 
tions of pagan life, all the allurements asso- 
ciated with idolatry, and in addition, the per- 
secutions from outside to those who gave up 
the popular idolatries! They might well 
imagine that they could hardly be blamed for 
seeking some compromise: Nay, says the 
apostle, it is the same fight all the world over. 
The same temptations strike the same weak 
spot in the human heart, the same voices 
sound in men’s ears, and the same desires 
make the same insistent appeal. There hath 
no temptation taken you but such as is com- 


"mon to man. = 


But the strength of the thought is not that 
our trial is common to men, but that other 
men have triumphed, and that we too can 
triumph. The temptations are not only com- 
mon to man, but such as man can bear. Men 
have been there before, and by the grace of 
God have found a way of escape. It is human 
to be tempted: it is human to withstand temp- 
tation. The trial is designed not that we may 
fall, but that we may rise. It is not merely to 
test the stuff of which we are made, but also 
to provide the occasion for producing stronger 
moral thews and sinews. 


There is this further comfort that tempta- 
tion has its limits. “God is faithful, who will 
not suffer you to be tempted above that ye 
are able.” The finest commentary I know on 
this passage is a great sentence from one of 
Johnson’s Essays: “I think there is some 
reason for questioning whether the bady and 
mind are not so proportioned that the one can 
bear all which can be inflicted on the other; 
whether virtue cannot stand its ground as long 
as life, and whether a soul well principled will 
not be sooner separated than subdued.” It is 
a noble thought, whether it be universally true 
or not, and it is the strong root of Stoicism 
and a still deeper principle of the Christian 
life. There is a courage which is only another 
name for faith. Many a battle is lost before 
the soldier leavés his tent. The first step to 
victory is to believe that the battle need not 
be lost at all. In many modern novels, which 
call themselves studies of life but are only 
studies of disease, it is assumed that to prove 
the presence of temptation is enough to ex- 
plain and to excuse any moral collapse. We 
need the reassertion of the manly creed that 
virtue can stand its ground as long as. life, 
and that no man is tempted above that he is 
able. Christian’s armor, you remember, is con- 
trived to protect from wounds only in the 
front. 


‘A man came to Sir Andrew Clark complain- 
ing of depression, inability to do his work, and 
that he was tempted to rely on stimulants. Sir 
Andrew saw the perilous state and forbade 
resort to stimulants, and when the patient de- 
clared that he would be unequal to his work 
and would sink, he replied, “Then sink like a 
man.” We need to have done with the servile 
creed that we must follow our impulses, and 
give in to every over-mastering temptation. 
Strength is got through the strain. Each life 
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has its own besetting temptations, its owr 
share of trial, and is menaced somewhere by 
danger. That is the natural environment for 
growth in grace and in gracious life. It is the 
common human experience for the training of 
character, for the making of true manhood and 
womanhood. To refuse to see the discipline 
is to empty life of any moral significance, and 
even to empty life of any meaning at all. But 
when we have a glimmering of the great and 
inspiring thought that this is the will of God 
for us, even our sanctification, we see how it 
must be, as Paul asserts, that “God is faith- 
ful, who will not suffer us to be tempted above 
that we are able, but will with the temptation 
also make a way of escape that we may be 
able to bear it.” 

This is what faith does to a man in the dark 
hour of temptation. It does not remove the 
temptation altogether, but it makes a man able 
to bear it. It gives him courage and hope, and 
points ever to.a way of escape. Without faith 
a man is in a “cul-de-sac’—a “blind alley” 


- the terrible hour. 


faith, the helmet of salvation, the sword of the 
Spirit. Be sure that God is faithful and will 
not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are 
able. Know that there is always a way of es- 
cape, an open door into the peace of victory. 
The victory and the peace come through the 
assurance of God, when the tempted soul 
knows that the Lord Christ stands by him in 
“For sudden the worst turns 


" the best to the brave.’-—Hugh Black in The 


that leads nowhere, a blind alley without outlet ~ 


where, when he is hard beset, he fears he 
may be killed like a rat. It is enough for a 
man to see an open way, that there is a road 
out, and he is content to endure and fight. He 
knows that it is by no chance that he is put in 
his corner of the field, and God is faithful and 
in his own time will make the way of escape. 

“The door is open,” said the Stoic, mean. 
ing that at the worst there was always suicide 
by which a man could cheat misfortune when 
it became too hard to bear. That is the craven 
way of escape when life becomes intolerable. 
It is the refuge of the coward, or rather, the 
refuge of unbelief that does not see the mean- 
ing of trial and the wide-open door of a 
Father’s love. There is in every moral conflict 
a way of escape other than: the way of dis- 
honor or defeat, and we need the strident note 
of rebuke, “Ye have not resisted unto blood 
striving against sin.” Take courage. When 
we are at the end of our resources, the deliv- 
erance comes, 

“In the Valley of Humiliation poor Chris- 
tian was hard put to it, for he,had gone but a 
little way before he espied a foul fiend coming 
over the field to meet him; his name is Apoll- 
yon. And Apollyon straddled quite over the 
whole breadth of the way, and a sore combat 
lasted for about half a day, even till Christian 
was quite spent.. Then Apollyon, espying his 
opportunity, began to gather up close to Chris- 
tian, and wrestling with him gave him a 
dreadful fall; and with that Christian’s sword 
flew out of his hand.. Then said Apollyon, ‘T 
am sure of thee now.’ 
it, while. Apollyon was fetching of his last 
blow, Christian nimbly stretched out his hand 
for his sword and caught it, saying, ‘Rejoice 
not against me, O mine enemy; when I fall I 
shall arise; and with that gave him a deadly 
thrust. Christian, seeing that, made at him 
again, saying, ‘Nay, in all things we are more 
than conquerors through him that loved us.’ 
And with that Apollyon spread forth his drag- 
on wings and sped him away, that Christian 
for a season saw him no more.” 

Take the whole armor of God,—prayer, and 
watching, and courage, and hope, the shield of 


But as God would have, 
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Interior. 


Making Haste : 


BY DAVID JAMES BURRELL, D. D., NEW YORK. 

Text: “He that believeth shall not make 
haste.” Isa. 28:16. 

This “making haste” is one of our generic 
sins. We are all in a hurry. A wise man 
among the ancients, on being asked what 
panacea he would suggest for evils of human 
life, gave this answer: “Patience; all things 
come right to those who wait.” Among the 
attributes of a symmetrical character, as given 
by the apostle Peter, “Faith, virtue, knowledge, 
temperance, patience, godliness, brotherly-kind- 
ness, and charity,” we are accustomed to think. 
of patience as the least attractive and most 
commonplace of all. 

The reason why we lack patience is because 
we have so little faith. We believe in God 
as a far-off entity; but how faintly do we 
grasp our intimate and cordial relations with 
him! Oh for a larger faith in God, in the 
possibilities of this life, and in those eternal 
verities which reach unto ittture ages! He 
that believeth in these shall cease all worry and 
fretfulness and rest content in God. 

J. At the outset we are over eager to meet 
the tasks and responsibilities of earnest life. 
Our sons and daughters can scarcely wait to 
be through their schooling. One of the most 
painful disappointments that ever came to me 
was when I first met Dr. Taylor on old An- 
dover Hill. I had gone there to Phillips 
Academy for a little final polishing in prepara- 
tion for college. He looked my scant accom- 
plishments over and said: “My boy, you need 
two years of earnest study.” Then seeing how 
my countenance fell, she added, “There’s no 
hurry. Don’t fret; the world will wait for 
you.” It was a true saying. The world waits 
for everybody who is earnestly preparing to 
take part in its important affairs. But our 
boys and girls can with difficulty be made to 
believe it. 

Our Lord himself was an apprentice in a 
carpenter shop. He learned his lessons line 
by line and precept by precept at the rabbinical 
school, and in fullness of time he entered 
on his work well prepared for it. 

TL. 
much given to worry and precipitation. This 
is pre-eminently an American sin. A young 
man sets out in the practice of law. He waits 
for clients, but no clients come. He cannot 
bide his time. He casts his eye upon the 
political arena and sees men struggling there 
for mastery. He strips to the waist and 
enters for the prize. He wins it, a local office, 
then promotion, and at length a seat in our 
national councils. Is this success? One thing 
is certain; he has failed as an attoriiey-at-law ; 


In our secular pursuits we are all too - 


x 


whether he has succeeded otherwise remains 


to be seen. There is a last chapter in every 


life. 

A young man enters commercial life to find 
that weighing sugar and measuring cambric 
by the yard are slow work. Is there not a 
shorter road to wealth? Ay. Presently he 
puts his little capital into speculation or into 
loans at exorbitant interest. He may thus 
accelerate his purpose, but is this success? 

III. So also with respect to spiritual things. 
It is not well even to come to Christ precipi- 
tately, He himself said to a multitude who 
were following him, “If any man will come 
after Me, let him deny himself, take up his 
cross, and follow Me.” Pointing:to an un- 
finished tower by the roadside he bade the 
people mark it well as indicating the folly of 
undertaking a very important work without 
pausing to count the cost. ‘This man,” he 
said, “began to build and was not able to 
finish.” The Christian life involves all our 
most momentous interests here and hereafter. 
It is not to be entered upon thoughtlessly, 
therefore, nor in haste, but wisely and with 
deliberation. 

Let it be understood, however, that delibera- 
tion is one thing and delay another. A man 
may do a thing with the utmost thoughtfulness 
and yet do it instantly and in the nick of 
time. We deceive ourselves oftentimes, when 
facing great spiritual responsibilities, in think- 
ing that we are waiting for more light or for 
deeper convictions, when in fact we are merely 
putting off the duty which presses vitally upon 
us. With respect to our surrender to the de- 
mands of Christ, we have all weighed the 
question well, and over and over and over 
again. The only thing that remains is to do 
what we know to be manly and right and do 
that instantly. The man who acts on impulse 
is sure to blunder seriously, but the man who 
lets his opportunity go by default, doing noth- 
ing despite his heart and conscience day by day 
and year by year, is guilty of one continuous 
and disastrous blunder. 

IV. Still further, with respect to spiritual 
growth. We are oftentimes disheartened be- 

/cause we seem only to creep, whereas we 
{ would “run up the heavenly way.” We for- 
| get that character is slow growth—first the 
RS then the ear, then the full corn in the 
éar-—There must be time 


in grace, as in 
nature, for God’s rain and sunshine. Take 
heart, O young disciple of Christ! The 


pilgrim’s progress to the land of Beulah is the 
journey of life. All the invention of these 
bustling times has devised no plan of ex- 
pediting our pilgrimage to heaven. 

An Alpine tourist set out at early morning 
to climb the Matterhorn. The air was brac- 
ing and he pressed on with springing steps. 
Presently he passed a peasant going on with 
steady strides, and to himself he said, “Slow 
fellows, these, hereabouts;” and on he hast- 
ened. But the path was steep and rugged. 
Ere noon his steps lagged and he reclined to 
rest under an overhanging crag. Then along 
came the peasant with that steady, swinging 
gait and passed on before him. It is but an- 
other version of the Hare and the Tortoise, 
a lesson which holds true in spiritual as in 
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secular life. It pays to be patient. It pays 
to plod. Faith is our alpenstock, beloved; let 
us lean hard upon it. 

V. We note a similar restlessness in Chriss 
tian service. We are all too eager to ac- 
complish the great thing. We forget that 
spiritual success is best achieved by always 
doing the next thing. The apostles, if left 
to themselves after our Lord’s ascension, 
might have proceeded at once to the conquest 
of the world; had they done so, dismal failure 
would have awaited them. But they remem- 
bered His word, “Tarry ye at Jerusalem until 
ye be endued with power.” They waited, not 
restlessly or indolently, but upon their knees, 
and the enduement came; then they went forth 
to accomplish great things for God. Let us 
look to our preparation. Have we tarried for 
our enduement? Have we suffered the Lord. 
to adequately prepare us for work? : 

Adoniram Judson wrought and prayed year 
after year with a consuming passion for souls, 
yet saw not one converted. Where was the 


fault? Nowhere. God was merely biding his 
time. At length the Pontecostal blessing 
came. There were thousands who began ask- 


ing as with one voice, “What shall we do?” 
And the wilderness blossomed as the rose. 
Let us be patient. The harvest will ripen, but 
it may ripen on our graves. Our faith should 
be willing to have it so. 

VI. Further, as to the great Apocalypse. 
We wait for our Lord’s appearing. Mar- 
antha! The Lord cometh! He shall so come 
as ye have seen him go up into the heaven. 
His word was, “Behold, I come quickly!” 
Nearly two thousand years have passed since 
then; but what of that? A thousand years 
are with him as a single day. It was there- 
fore only as the day before yesterday that 
he promised it. “He that shall come will come 
and will make no tarrying.” It will be in 
the fulness of time. As the bud opens, as 
the chrysalis bursts, as the stin rises, so shall 
he appear in the fulness of time. Meanwhile 
let us love his appearing and be preparing 
for it—Rev. David James Burrell, D. D., New 
York. 


Knowing And Not Doing 
BY REV. J. ROSS STEVENSON, D. D., NEW YORK. 


Text: “To him that knoweth to do good, 
and doeth it not, to him it is sin.’ Jas. 4:17. 

Education alone will not make a man a saint. 
There may be as much evil resulting from 
inertia as from ignorance. It is not necessary 
to be a Christian to believe that there is sin 
in the world. That the man who transgresses 
the law of God is a sinner is the truest thing 
we can say about him. But how a person of un- 
derstanding who has been well educated, who 
knows the difference between right and wrong, 
and is generally respected, can be a sinner, is 
not so evident. We know, however, that sin 
is not confined to the lower strata of society. 
Take Christ’s spiritual interpretation of the 
law of God; take his obedience to that law as 
our standard of conduct, and we ¢an see that 
there is not a single commandment which 
we ourselves have not broken in spirit. But 
if a man still justifies himself, let him con- 


template his failures. . He knows what he 
ought to do, but he does not do it. What 
follows? James, the practical man of plain 
speech, tells us that such an one is a sinner. 
According to the test which he applies, each 
one of us is brought under condemnation. 
This assertion is very specific. It does not 
contemplate mankind en masse, but as indi- 
viduals. “To him that knoweth to do good, 
and doeth it not, to him it is sin.” Let us 
each one take these words to himself, and 
if we do, I believe that we shall find here a 
personal concession, a personal confession, and 
a personal conviction. 

I. The personal concession. I know to do 
good. This is not a general platitude to the 
effect that it is always right to do good. It 
is specific. JI know what is good or right 
for me to do. 

tr. Must we not, however, admit that even 
in a land of Bible privileges there are many 
who do not know and who need to be en- 
lightened? There are, to be sure, here in 
our own country, great throngs of people 
.who should have Christian instruction. Many 
have come from lands where the system of 
religion to which they were accustomed has 
degraded rather than developed them, and 
they have practically no religious life at all, 
and stand in desperate need of the Gospel. 
With many others, the efforts of the church 
in their behalf, have apparently failed, and 
they are living in darkness. In numerous in- 
stances it will be found that such people do 
not like to retain God in their knowledge, and 
hence change the truth of God into a lie. 

2. But these admissions do not contradict 
what I have already asserted, that each one 
of us knows to do good. The knowledge 
may be incomplete; it may need reinforcement, 
but it is there if, in any sense, we can claim 
to be Christians, and I am speaking only of 
those who profess to have some knowledge 
of the truth. You and I accept Christ as 
God’s supreme revelation to man as to what 
we ought to be and do. We believe in the 
presence and power of the Holy Spirit to lead 
-us into truth, and to build us up in character. 
We have been taught to pray for divine guid- 
ance, and in every time of doubt, the way can 
be made clear to us. So that if we desire to do 
good, and wish to know what the good is, it 
can be definitely ascertained. He that willeth to 


do God’s will shall know the teaching. Ask 
God for light, and you will have it. 
II. The personal confession. I do it not. 


1. It is not that we despise the good, and 
ruthlessly reject it. Let it be supposed that 
we love what is right and true, and are able 
to talk about it intelligently and commend it 
forcibly to others. 

2. It is not that we do nothing good or 
that there is no good at all in anything we 
do. There would not be imputed to a man 
any large amount of self-righteousness if he 
were to claim for himself that he is not 
as bad as some people whom he knows, and 
that he does more good than the average man. 

3. Therefore, to say nothing of the actual 
transgressions of the spitit of the law of God 
which we can discern in our hearts and 
lives, you and I can see as no one else can 


see, the good that has been left undone. Even 
a man like Andrew Bonar was compelled to 
say as he concluded one year in his life, “This 
year’s omissions have distressed me more than 
anything.” ~All of us must adopt the confes- 
sion of the prayer book, “We have left undone 
those things which we ought fo have done.” 
We are conscious of thisin the home, especial- 
ly when some dear one is taken away, and we 


- think of the gentle words we might have 


spoken; of the loving, helpful service we 
might have rendered. Some one has said, 
“The real ghosts of human life are unwrit- 
ten letters and unpaid visits,” and we might 
add, “unspoken words.” It is not without 
reason that the petition is included in the 
Lord’s Prayer, “Forgive us our debts’—for 
these constitute the largest portion of our 
sins. 

Here is a great, needy world about us, and 
when we confessed Christ, it was with the 
expectation of making him known to others; 
of remedying some of the sorrow and sin of 
wretched humanity, and we have been like the 
disciples in the garden, fast asleep while the 
Master struggled alone. And when wakened 
by some sudden alarm of conscience, we 
uttered only a few feeble regrets, and then 
went to sleep again. We vowed that we 
would loyally support the church, and cheer- 
fully aid her in all her enterprises, but the - 
call of duty found us, not like good soldiers 
panoplied for battle, but like idlers and loafers 
resting in the barracks, singing our pious 
song, “Onward, Christian soldier, marching as 
to war.” These neglected duties are often the 
supremely important ones which should have 
been put first. In the economy of life, much 
must necessarily be omitted, and it is a mark 
of strong character to decide in the midst of 
apparently conflicting duties what must be 
done, and what may just as well be left un- 
done. But with too many of us, the superior 
has been set aside for the inferior; the sub- 
ordinate has thrust out the supreme. We 
may gloss over these omissions with such 
mild terms as expediency, modesty, forget- 
fulness, over-occupation, or, at the worst, fail- 
ure, whereas we know that they may be traced 
to sloth, selfishness, cowardice, sin. 

III. The personal conviction. 
is sin. 

1. The word which James used for sin here 
means, literally, to miss the mark, to come 
short of the standard. God sets before us a 
certain standard of conduct; a standard which 
we recognize as right, and adopt for our- 
selves. But we do not come up to it. Scrip- 
ture calls this sin, and James reminds us that 
any omission of duty is charged against us as 
sin. It is just-as really disobedience to God 
as when a man transgresses the law. -Knowl- 
edge of what is evil creates an obligation to 
avoid it, and knowledge of what is good, 
creates an obligation to perform it. All will 
admit the former. When an opportunity to 
do evil presents itself we must at any cost 
shun it. Yet many imagine that when an 
opportunity to do good is offered, we are 
at liberty to do just as we please. But there 
is more liberty in one case than in the other. 
We are bound to make use of the opportunities 


To me it 
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; to do good. Otherwise, we sin, and guilt rests 
- upon us. 


2. At once; we will think of the excuses 
we have urged in declining opportunities of 


~ service; and it might surprise us to find 
how Jesus severely condemned some of these" 


same excuses. For example, a man may treat 
his privilege of good in this way: I am 
afraid; I mistrust myself; I might not be 
equal to the task. But that is what the one- 
talent man said to his lord, “I was afraid and 
went and hid thy talent in the earth.’ He did 
not misapply it. He did not employ it for 
illegitimate speculation. He did not squander 
it, he simply did nothing. What did Jesus 
say? “Thou wicked and slothful servant!” 
There are men to-day who are interested in 
the cause of truth and righteousness, who ap- 
preciate the dangers, and the opposition, but 
they stand aside from an active career, either 
on the plea that they have already done all 
that can be reasonably expected of them, or 
that they have no gifts, no calling, no oppor- 
tunities. Whatever explanation they make for 
their inaction, they are nevertheless slothful 
and guilty. Or a man may excuse himself 
when he knows to do good and does it not 
on the ground that he is an exceedingly busy 
man; there are obligations of a secular char- 
acter which he is bound to meet. That is 
what the man said who was invited to the 
gospel feast, “I have bought a piece of ground, 
and must needs go to see it.” And the Master 
said of him and of all who were like him, “Not 
one of those who were bidden shall taste of 
my supper.” 

3. Not only is such a sin inexcusable, it 
involves an increasing measure of guilt. Ac- 
cording to Christ’s own gracious words, a 
sin of ignorance calls for leniency, although 
we say in these days that ignorance is no 
excuse for crime. A sin against light, against 
love, against opportunity, demands severity. 
“That servant which knew his lord’s will, and 
prepared not himself, neither did according 
to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes. 
But he that knew not, and did commit things 
worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few 
stripes. For unto whom much is given, of 
him shall much be required; and to whom 
men have committed much, of him they will 
ask the more.’ Does this not teach us the 
great danger there is in trifling with duty; the 
great necessity there is of promptly obeying 
each dictate of conscience? 

Furthermore, since we fail so often, and 
leave so many things undone; how necessary 
that we should humble ourselves as penitents 
before Almighty God, pleading for pardon 
and his enabling grace. The lesson of life 
when read aright is, that we imperatively 
need Christ. The great Apostle Paul, when 
he would do good, found evil present with 
him. When he discovered the law in his 
members warring against the law of his mind, 
bringing him into captivity to the law of 
sin; when he contemplated all the struggle and 
defeat of the conflict, he cried out: “Oh, 
wretched man that Iam!” “Who shall deliver 
me from the body of this death?” Who shall 
deliver me? “I thank God through Jesus 
Without him no one has 


Christ our Lord.” 


ever attained to his ideal of character or of 
conduct; but with him we can do all things. 
= Kev. bs Ross Stevenson; dD, uae New York, 
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YOUR SIN WILL FINE 
OUT.” 


REV. R. A. TORREY, D. D., EVANGELIST. 
Text: “Be sure your sin will find you out.” 

Numbers 32:23. 5 
No man can escape from his own sin. 


Every sin you commit will hunt you down, 
find you out, and make you pay. There has 
never been one sin committed on this earth 
that the man who committed it did not suf- 
fer for it. There has never been one sin 
committed that paid. You may escape the 
law of man. You can’t escape the law of 
God. ° 

I want to speak to-night about some of the 
ways in which our sin finds us out. 

I. First of all our sin finds us out in the 
execution of human ‘laws. Of course the ex- 
ecution of human law is necessarily imperfect, 
and yet when one studies it, it is simply amaz- 
ing how every man that breaks human. law 
sooner or later is brought to book. A man 
may seem to be escaping the execution of 
human law for months and years, but all the 
time he is weaving a net around himself that 
will inevitably catch him at last. 

II. There is a second place where your sin 
will find you out; that is, in the court where 
there is no bribing—the court of physical 
retribution for moral offences. Your sin will 
find you out in your own body. ‘Not only is 
it true that certain well known vices are inevit- 
ably followed by certain awful diseases, but it 
is true in a general way that holiness spells 
health and sin spells disease. Why so many 
men with broken bodies and shattered in- 
tellects? Violated law. Why so many women 
with shattered bodies and minds? Violated 
law. 

Of course there is sickness that comes from 
our forefathers, and sickness that comes from 
misfortune and exposure, but if we were to 
eliminate all diseases that come from our own 
transgression of God’s law it would be amaz- 
ing how little sickness would be left. 

Not only is it true that certain awful vices 
result in certain frightful diseases, but it is 
true that all sin registers itself in your body. 
Even such sins as anger, jealousy, envy, pridé, 
ill will, hatred, have physical results. A fit 
of anger upsets your stomach, poisons your 
blood, disorders your~nerves, and oftentimes 
results in paralysis and death. You sin in 
any way and your sin will find you out in 
that physical frame. Every single act that is 
immoral or unnatural has a physical penalty. 

III. There is a third and more important 
place where our sins will find us out—in our 
own character. Every lie you tell poisons your 
moral'blood and undermines your moral con- 
stitution. Every sin you commit breeds an 
ulcer in your character far worse than an 
ulcer in your body. Do you suppose you can 
oppress a man in his wages and not suffer 
more in your character than he suffers in his 


purse? Do you suppose you can overreach 
a man in a business transaction and not suffer 
more in what you become than he suffers in 
what he loses? Do you suppose you can read 
an obscene book, listen to or tell an unclean 
story, gaze upon an impure picture, or listen 
to an indelicate play without breeding fester- 
ing tumors in your own soul? Wherever else 
your sin finds you out, it will find you out in 
your own character every time. 

IV. A fourth place in which your sin will 
find you out, and that is your conscience. In 
the mercy of God we are so constructed that 
to be conscious of sin means agony—hell on 
earth. Nothing can soothe the torment of an 
accusing conscience. 

In my office in Chicago I have seen strong 
men sob like children. What was the matter? 
Memory and remorse. I have seen one of the 
strongest men, intellectually and physically, I 
ever knew throw himself on the floor of my 
office and sob, and groan, and wail, and 
writhe. What was the matter? Memory and 
remorse. If your sin never finds you out 
anvwhere else it will find you out in that con- 
science which a holy God has given you to be a 
reminder of Himself. 

Let me call your attention to this. The 
fact that our sin finds us out in so many 
places is proof positive of the existence of a 
moral governor of the universe. Everything 
in nature and history is attuned to virtue; 
everything in nature and history fights against 
wrong and fights for right. And to see that 
fact which we all must see and to doubt the 
existence of a God, such a God as the Bible 
speaks of, is to be supremely irrational. 

V. There is a fifth place where your sin 
will find you out—in your children. God does 
visit the sins of the fathers upon the children 
unto the third and fourth generation of them 
that hate him. You may not like to think 
so, but it is a fact that we have to face. 
You don’t get rid of the fact by getting rid 
of the Bible. The Bible reveals the fact, but 
history and science confirm it, and instead of 
trying to quarrel with facts that are indisput- 
able we had better get ourselves in line with 
the facts. 

Take for instance the moderate drinker— 
he may never get intoxicated in his life, but 
it is overwhelmingly probable that some of 
his children will be drunkards. I recall a 
moderate drinker who I don’t think was ever 
intoxicated in his life. He despised a drunk- 
ard, but he laughed at the total’ abstainer. 
That man had three sons. Every one of the 
three became a drunkard. 

I know a young lady in New England be- 
longing to one of the best families in her 
town. Her father was simply a moderate 
drinker, but she inherited rhe appetite, and 
and periodically when the appetite overtakes 
that young woman she will suddenly dis- 
appear, and when they find her she is in some 
low dive in Boston dead drunk. Her father’s 
sin is finding her out. 

I hear that even at respectable social gather- 
ings in this city wine and champagne some- 
times, if not often, flow freely. Listen! You 
fathers will reap drunken sons, and some of 
you will reap daughters that are drunkards. 
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Take the adulterer. His sin will find him 
out in his own family. I know a prominent, 
highly respected man, a most excellent man 
in some ways, who in a moment of weakness 
yielded to temptation. It wasn’t generally 
known. His wife knew it and forgave him; 
but his own daughter, in spite of being shel- 
tered by high social position, fell a prey to a 
scoundrel. Oh, men and women who are being 
blinded until sin doesn’t seem as hideous as 
it redlly is—listen: Your sin will find you out 
—in your family. 

VI. There is another place where sin will 
find us out—in eternity. Death does not end 
all; there is a life beyond the grave, and into 
that life we carry our sins and their conse- 
quences. - 

Men’s sin does not always seem to find 
them out here. It will there. Men, for in- 
stance, go through life oppressing their em- 
ployees, getting rich by appropriation of other 
men’s property, multiplying their already too 
large wealth by crowding competitors in busi- 
ness to the wall with unjust competition, and 
nobody seems to call them to account. They 
are honored on every hand. It will not always 
be so. They will have to pay the penalty of 
their greed and avarice, their legal robbery, 
before a God whose eyes are not blinded by 
a few thousand or a few millions given to 
philanthropy and the church. 

Young men without character entrap un- 
wary girls and send them down to ruin, and 
nobody seems to call them to account. They 
are. welcomed into the “best” society. It will 
not always be so. The time is coming when 
they will stand before the universe loaded 
with dishonor, cast out into everlasting con- 
tempt. 

Men go through life despising God, laughing 
‘at His Word, trampling under foot His Son, 
and God lets them live, and nobody seems to 
call them to account. It will not always be so. 
In that world to which we are all hurrying 
their sin will find them out. 

Be sure—be sure—be sure your sin will find 
you out. 

But alas, some of us have already committed 
sin, and it has already found us out; what shall 
we do? 

Fly to Jesus Christ. Up to this point I have 
been preaching nothing but law, and law is ab- 
solutely merciless. The only escape from the 
mercilessness of the law is in the grace of the 
gospel. Our sin was)/on our track like a tiger 
with open mouth to/seize us, but the glorious 
Son of God flung Himself in between us and 
the tiger, and the tiger’s teeth rent the Saviour 
that you and I might go free. And the Saviour 
says tonight, “Come unto me all ye that labor 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” 

Men and women, there is no hope for any 
one of us outside the grace of the Gospel; but, 
thank God; there is hope for every one of us 
inside the/grace of the Gospel—kR. A. Torrey. 
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di Vor °/ Following Christy 
BY REV. H. M. WHARTON, D. D, 
Text: “Lord, I will follow Thee whitherso- 


ever Thou goest.”—Luke 9: 57. 


I like the way that text reads. It has the 


186 


ring of the true metal. It sounds like conse- 
cration, self-sacrifice, true courage. The cir- 
cumstances under which those words were 
spoken are of the deepest interest. Jesus was 
traveling towards Jerusalem and seems to 
have entered a Samaritan village late in the 
evening. As soon as they found out who it 
was, they refused to receive him. I can im- 
agine John and James going around to differ- 
ent houses and saying: “Jesus is in the vil- 
lage and wants to stay all night.” 
came back everywhere: “He cannot stay 
here.” It seems very cruel to us that any one 
should have treated him in that way, and, yet, 
there are some who are listening to me now 
doing the very same thing—you will not re- 
ceive him into your hearts. How could he 
hope to be received into your homes? When 
they shut their doors against him John and 
James lost their temper. They said: “Lord, 
let us call down fire from heaven and burn 
them up.” I have, sometimes, seen preachers 
lose their temper under similar circumstances. 
They have offered salvation to those who are 
in their congregation and when no one accept- 
ed it, they showed a disposition to turn upon 
them and rend them. Once I was holding a 
meeting for a deéarly loved and venerable 
pastor, and after repeated invitations several 
nights, no one responded to the call. Sud- 
denly taking the floor, about the close of the 
meeting one evening, he poured hot shot into 
them for about ten minutes and fairly took the 
hide off. I said to him afterwards, “Doctor, 
you will never get them in that way.” “Well,” 
he said, “Wharton it makes me mad to see 
men refuse my Saviour, when He is offered to 
them for their salvation.” Jesus turned and 
rebuked His disciples and said: Ye know not 
what manner of spirit ye are of. The Son of 
Man is not come to destroy men’s lives, but to 
save them.” And he went to another village. 

As they were leaving, a man came up to him 
in the road and said, “Lord, I will follow thee 
whithersoever thou goest.” I reckon John 
went up to him and put his arm around him 
and said, “Thank God! here is one who is will- 
ing to follow the Master.” I tell you it is a 
glad day when the invitation is accepted and 
souls are flocking to the cross, and it is a sad 
day when the invitation is declined and no- 
body comes. I fancy there was a smile upon 
the face of Jesus himself, though he rather 
discouraged the man from coming, saying he 
hadn’t any where to lay his head. And yet, 
He tells us that there is joy in the presence of 
the angels of God over one sinner that re- 
penteth. I want you to look at this man, study 
his character, analyze it and see what was in 
him that brought about this glorious declara- 
tion. Of course the Spirit of God was there 
working in him and drawing him to Christ, 
but I wish to look at the man himself, and 
may the spirit teach us that this devoted fol- 
lower may prove a blessing to our lives and 
may incline some of you to do as he did—leave 
all and follow Christ. 

ite \ First_ of all Jet me say, he > _Was..a.man 
of courage. He had to face public opinion and 
that is a hard thing to do, In all that village 
he was the only one willing to receive Christ. 
It is an easy thing, my friend, for you to be a 
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Christian in these times, when every othe 


person you meet is a Christian; but when you - 


have to brave the opposition of the whole 


community it is rather hard. It takes courage — 


to be a Christian anywhere, but more under 
circumstances like these than you can imagine. 
During the war a soldier went to his chaplain 


and said to him, “Chaplain, I am the only: 


man in our tent who is a Christian, and every 
night when I kneel down to say my prayers 


the boys make fun of me and throw their 


shoes at me, and bother me so I do not know 
what to do. What must I do about it?” The 
chaplain told him to wait until he got under 
his blanket at night and say his prayers to 
himself. A very poor piece of advice, I 
think, for a preacher to give. A few days af- 
terwards he met the soldier and asked him 
how he came out. “Well,” he said, “your 
plan didn’t work at all. I waited until the 
lights were out and tried to pray under my 
blanket. The boys were all laughing because 
they thought they had whipped me out. I lay 
there and thought to myself, ‘You coward, 
you are willing to stand up on the battle-field 
and let them shoot at you because you love 
your country; but you are not willing to get 
down on your knees and pray to the Lord be- 
cause you are afraid somebody will disturb 
you. I just threw the blanket off and got 
down on my knees and prayed aloud for every 
soldier in the tent.” “Well, how did that do?” 
inquired the chaplain. “They all listened,” he 
said, “and every night, now, when I. kneel 
down to pray they kneel with me and we shave 
regular family worship there together.” It 
took courage, and the man had it. That is 


exactly what you need, my friend, to make_ 


you come out on the Lord’s side and take 
your stand for Christ as you ought to do. 

II. He had the will. It takes will power. 
“Lord; P-will’-When-a-man gets to the point 
in life when he can say, Lord, I will, I will, he 
is a saved man. Surrender, that is salvation. 
A complete surrender to the Lord Jesus 
Christ is to obey his will and follow where he 
leads. I was holding a meeting, once, in a 
southern city and the whole place seemed un- 
der the influence and power of the Holy Ghost. 
Men and women were seeking the unconverted 
and bringing them to church. One day a man 
said to me, “Have you been to see old Mr. 
R >?” J told him I did not know him. 
“Well,’ he said, “he is a hard old sinner 80 odd 
years of age, who lives here and will soon be 
gone. I wish you would go and call on him.” 
I mentioned the subject to the pastor of the 
church. He said to me, “If you were to go to 
the old man’s house he would curse you off of 
the place.” “Well,” said I, “if you will go, I 
will.” So we agreed to make the attempt. 
The next day we drove into the yard and 
walked up to the porch, rang the bell, but re- 
ceived no answer. I walked along down the 
porch and saw him through the window. I 
said to the pastor, “Here, he is in here. What 
shall we do about it? Let us go in.” And in 
we went. The old man was very deaf. I 
walked right up to his side before he knew I 
was in the room, and as he turned his face to- 
ward mine I was struck with its remarkable 
attractiveness. His white hair curled in tight 
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ringlets on his head, clean-shaven face, large 
expressive eyes. 1 introduced myself and the 
pastor. He politely asked us to take seats, 
though he looked as if he had an elephant on 
his hands. As he was from Virginia, I com- 
menced at once to talk with him about the Old 
Dominion and secured his attention and in- 
» terest. You know if there is anything that a 
man is a fool about, it is being born in Vir- 
ginia. After talking some time I concluded to 
say something to him about religion and take 
what followed, no matter what it was. Said I, 
“Mr. R , | lost my father several years 
“ago. If I were with him today I would make 
a request of him and I want to make the same 
of you.” He looked at me thoughtfully for a 
- moment and said, “Well, sir, make it.” Said 
I, “I want to pray for you, Mr. R 
“Very well, sir,” he said. I knelt at his side, 
placed my elbow upon his khee so that my 
mouth would be close to his ear and I prayed 
for him. When I arose from my knees he 
was weeping and said, ‘Oh, what a sinner I 
have been.” That same afternoon as we en- 
tered the church for the four o’clock service 
walking up the aisle, the pastor touched my 
arm and pointed to the front seat. There sat 
Mr. R , the first time he had been in 
church for more than fifty years. After a brief 
talk I called on any who were there who 
wished to confess Christ, to rise. He walked 
with a very long staff and slowly pulling him- 
self up he turned and looked toward the audi- 
ence and said, “My friends, I want you all to 
know that I surrender to the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” Then, putting his hand in mine, he 
said in the hearing of them all, “Mr. Wharton, 
living or dying, I shall always think of you as 
the best friend I ever had.” You see he sur- 
rendered. “Lord, I will, I will,’ and when 
you come to that you are saved. 

Ill. Furthermore, he believed in Christ. 
He called him “Lord.” No one will follow 
Christ who does not believe in him, and no 
one will fail to follow him who does believe in 
him, The best evidence of your faith is your 
willingness to follow. Some of you have be- 
lieved in him many years and are willing to 
follow him, but you are waiting for something 
to happen that will never come. You want 
some strange miracle or some wonderful men- 
tal earthquake. But what is the use of it if 
God has already converted your soul. If you 
believe in Jesus Christ and are willing to for- 
sake your sins and become his follower, the 
thing for you to do is to say, “Lord, I will fol- 
low thee whithersoever thou goest,’ and get 
up and make the start at once. Do you be- 
lieve in Jesus Christ? Are you willing to fol- 
low hime That is the question. Never mind 
when the belief came. Do not stop to inquire 
when you get the blessing. The great question 
is, Have you got it? and if you have, come out 
boldly on the Lord’s side. 

Now, let us look at the following; “Lord, I 
will follow thee.” The very first step he took 
was a public confession, Don’t you see he 
came up where the Lord was, and spoke right 
out in meeting? “Lord, I will follow thee 
whithersoever thou goést,” 

Let me urge you, by all that is dear to you, 
that you follow him at once. Begin today; to- 


morrow miay be too late. One beautiful moon- 
light night on the Hudson River, the engineer 
heard the quick, sharp ring of the pilot’s bell. 
He stopped his engine and looked out, won- 
dering why he had been stopped in the middle 
of the stream. The night was lovely; the river 
calm; the moon shining brightly. He gave his 
engine in charge of his assistant and went up 
to the pilot’s house to see what was the mat- 


ter. There stood the pilot holding to the 
wheel as if he were looking out. “Why did 
you stop me?” said the engineer. In a low, 


husky voice the pilot replied, “There is a mist 
upon the river, and I cannot see to steer the 
boat. We had better anchor until the morn- 
ing. See the captain and tell him so.” The 
engineer looked into the face of the man and 
saw that death was there. He caught the pilot 
in his arms and laid him down, only to see him 
breathe his last. Soon the mist will, gather 
around you and me; soon the thick shadows 
will fall across our path; but as followers of 
Jesus there is nothing to fear. “Though I 
walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death I wil fear no evil, for thou art with 
me, thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me.”— 
H. M. Wharton. 


Mark Guy Pearse in a recent address on 
Christian Socialism urged the churches to pro- 
vide for the overcrowded poor, refuges as 
comfortable as the public houses, and not to 
be too busy sending people to heaven to care 
for their condition on earth. “The only rem- 
edy for the socialism of hate is to bring in the 
socialism of love.’—British Weekly. 


$6.50 FOR $4.00—OUR GREAT MAGAZINE OFFER 
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We will give you a year’s subscription to each of 
the four following magazines: 


The World’s Work (yourself and family)......$3.00 
The Delineator (for Pastor’s wife) .........++ 1.00 
McClure’s (for whole family).........+.ee+-e+: 1,00 
The Expositor (for you and your church). Dae 1.50 

$4.00 for these excellent magazines worth. ...$6.50 


See fourth green colored page for other * Offers. 
Cash must accompany order. ach magazine may 
be sent to a separate address, 

Please order now, even if you do want the maga- 
zines to begin with the January number. Orders re- 
ceived after December 1 are subject to delay on ac- 
count of press of business. 

F. M. BARTON, 706-712 Caxton eid Cleveland, O. 


\ 
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)cnvrce METHODS DEPARTMENT 


x yf 
WANTED—CHURCH METHODS. 

Will you help? If so tell us how you win converts, 
train young Christians, enlist workers, advertise, at- 
tract men, interest young people, keep up a good 
paver meeting, maintain the Sunday evening service, 
uild a church, pay off a debt, raise money for current 
expenses and benevolences. You can say a great deal 
on a single sheet of writing paper. Try it. Your 
plan may be the means of helping thousands. Samples 
of your calendar, sermon topics, church papers and 
printed matter are always acceptable. Address Rev. 
A. S. Gregg, Editor Methods Department, P. O. Box 
322, Albany, N. Y. 


Men’s Movement Among United 


Presbyterians 


The problem in managing a Men’s Club is 
to enlist numbers and maintain enthusiasm 
without resorting unduly to entertainments. 
In other words, the purpose of all pastors 
who promote men’s clubs is to keep the spir- 
itual ideal uppermost. ‘The spirit is willing 
but the flesh is weak.’’ Social functions and 
purely fraternal activities are always en- 
croaching upon the main work of winning 
men to Christ and building them up into a 

‘ knowledge of God. These observations are 
‘\made by way of calling attention to some of 
_ the characteristic features of the new Men's 
Movement among the United Presbyterians. 
The movement has been indorsed by the 
General Assembly of that denomination, and 
will hereafter be recognized asi =a regular 
feature of church organization. The Business 
Men’s conference of this church has appoint- 
ed an executive council of twenty-one men 
who will give general supervision to the 
movement until the next delegated confer- 
ence nieets. Definite results ere expected of 
the clubs. They deal with personal work, 
family worship, systematic Bible study, finan- 
cial support of the church and benevolences, 
tithing, attendance at the regular church 
services, and additions to the church. Every 
male member of the church, regardless of 
age, is to be enlisted in some form of active 
Christian service. Another purpose is to 
promote an intelligent grasp of the condi- 
tions under which America and the world 
ean be evangelized. This is a very significant 
point, as very few men have much of an idea 
of the large aspects of Christian work, their 
idezs being iimited to the simplest forms of 
evangelism and ordinary charity. 

Officers are elected in the usual way, and 
members. assigned to departments, each 
member being given definite work in at least 
one department. Only members of the Uni- 
ted Presbyterian church: in good standing 
may hold office in the League. Thus it will 
be impossible for men not in harmony with 
spiritual purposes to get control of the or- 
ganization. Supreme authority is vested in 
a Board of General Supervision consisting 
of the pastor and at least three other mem- 
bers. Additional members may be elected 
as new departments are added. A depart- 
ment may be inaugurated or discontinued at 
any time either by the Board of General Su- 
‘pervision or by a majority vote of the mem- 
bers present at any regular business meeting. 
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Rev. ALBERT SIDNEY GREGG, Editor. 


There are eleven departments. Financial 
work is placed next to the spiritual depart- 
ment. A new department is cne devcted to 
reforms. Social features come in incidental- 
ly. The list of departments is as, follows: 

1. Department for promoting religious in- 
telligence, including the circulation of litera- 
ture. 

2.. Department on Finance, which shall 
aim to secure some regular weekly offering 
from every member of the church both for 
congregational and missionary support, and 
shall also strive to promote scriptural habits 
and standards of giving. 

38. Department for promoting friendliness, 
and fer work among strangers and new- 
comers. 

4. Department for promoting habits of 
personal and family prayer and Bible study, 
and also the work of the Sabbath School. 


5. Department for promoting individual 
Christian effort, and for work among new 
converts. 

6. Department for promoting neighbor- 


hood work, including special work among 
foreigners. 

7. Department for promoting attendance 
both of members and outsiders, at the regu-— 
lar church services. 

8. Department for promoting reform. 

9. Department for helping the sick and 
the poor. 

10. Department for promoting intellectual 
development. 

11. Department for work among young 

men and boys. 
_ Complete instructions for department ac- 
tivities are given in the manual. They indi- 
cate a serious purpose, and are easily work- 
able. Clubs or Men’s Leagues in other de- 
nominations could easily adopt some of the 
suggestions with profit to the church. For 
instance the men of the church are to be 
made intelligent on all phases of United 
Presbyterian activities by being supplied with 
books, pamphlets, reports, maps, charts, etc., 
and it is the work of the first department to 
look after this form of instruction. Each 
League is to devise plans for getting the 
literature read, studied and reported upon. 
The plan of having one of the midweek pray- 
er meeting services each month devoted to 
religious intelligence, and prayer concerning 
it, is named as one of the best. Here is an 
invaluable suggestion: Appoint one man to 
sttidy each one of the great countries of the 
world for six months, reporting one fact 
about it at each of the monthly meetings. 
The Sunday School is also named as a place 
in which the men may give information in 
short talks each Sunday, monthly, or once a 
quarter. One specific object to be accom- 
plished in this department is to see how many 
men of the congregation can be induced to 
read at least two Board reports, and at least 
one missionary book during the year. 

Next to the department for promoting re- 
ligious intelligence comes the one for pro- 
moting finances. Literature on giving is to 
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be distributed among the men of the congre- 
gation. Also the members of this depart- 
ment are to find out exactly how many men in: 
the congregation. are systematic weekly con- 
tributors to the entire work of the Kingdom, 
missionary as well as congregational, and to 
see how much this percentage can be in- 
creased during the year, A man to man can- 
vass, by a committee of three, is the method 
recommended. Some pertinent hints are 
given in short paragraphs:. “Encourage the 
pecple to give by keeping before them the 
great needs of the world, and also the great 
things, that money is helping to accomplish.” 
“See to it that at least the av erage per mem- 
ber asked by the General Assembly is pail 
in month by month rom the very first of the 
year.” “Try to have the congregation give 
at least as much to the educational and mis- 
sionary work of the church, vas it spends on 
all congregational expenses.’ 

Habits of daily self-denial for Christ’s sake 
are to be encouraged by having a self-denial 
offering box in every home, the contents of 
which will be brought into the quarterly 
meetings. Permanent boxes for this purpose 
are furnished by the general office for 75 
cents each. 

The instructions to the department 
“promoting friendliness’ are pertinent: 

So organize the ushers and other workers 
that no stranger can ever get out of the church 
without. being welcomed, made to feel at 
home, and asked to come again. If he can 
be welcomed when he comes in, all the bet- 
ter, for the whole service will mean much 
more to him, if he is made conscious of a 
friendly Christian atmosphere. 

Pay special attention to new-comers to the 
community, and let. them feel the church’s 
friendly interest. Plan to get them acquaint- 
ed with families of the church that may help 
them. By districting the community and hav- 
ing some one responsible for every section, 
this can be done thoroughly. 

An occasional social evening in each of the 
above districts, when all the members of that 
district would come together, would be help- 
ful. 

Promote visitation among the members of 
the church, paying special attention to the 
homes which have least fellowship of this 
kind naturally. 

A family altar in every home in the con- 
gregation is the work of the fourth depart- 
ment. For this purpose the use of a prepared 
course of Bible lessons is recommended by 
which the entire New Testament may be read 
every year and the Old Testament.every two 
years. Doubtless much may be done at this 
point as some men are apt to make family 
worship a bore by reading long chapters, and 
making Jong prayers, 

Individual Christian. effort is to be pro- 
moted by having at least one class in the 
Sabbath school all the time, where methods 
of personal work are to be studied and 
taught. The course prepared by Dr. Howard 
Agnew Johnston is recommended. The book 
costs 25 cents and the course covers sixteen 
weeks. Bible classes for new converts are to 
be maintained by this department. 

good plan is given in the manual for 


for 
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promoting the attendance of members and 
outsiders -at the regular services of the 
church: 

Let all the male members of the congre- 
gation be divided up into groups and one 
member of this department be assigned to 
look after each group. A record should be 
kept of just what regular services are attend- 
ed by each man, counting as “regular serv- 
ices’ the two church services,*the Sabbath 
schooi, the Young People’s Meetings and 
the Mid-week Prayer Meeting. 

When any member is absent, he should be 
inquired after, and if sick, this should be 
brought to the attention of the pastor and of 
the chairman-of the department on helping 
the sick. 

Aim to see how hizh a percentage of the 
men can be got to attend an average of at 
least_three regular services each week. 

Promote attendance of outsiders by at- 
tractive printed invitations, personally deliv- 
ered, by newspaper notices, by organized 
visitation of the homes of all non-charch 
members, and by making every outsider who 
does-_atiend feel so welcome that he will want 
to come again. 

Reform is municipal, state and national, in- 
cluding temperance work along all practical 
lines. The most that is suggested for this 
department is to “awaken sentiment against 
Sabbath work and using such means to op- 
pose it as are possible.” It is a good beg.n- 
ning. When churches give as much atten- 
tion to “reforms” as they do to foreign mis- 
sions there will be no difficulty about re- 
straining the liquor traffic, gambling, etc. 

Methods for helping the sick and poor are 
net given “as the duties of this department 
are so obvious as not to need specification.” 

Work among young men and boys is to re- 
ceive considerable attention. Attendance at 
the Sunday school, Bible study, and ~prayer 
meeting are among the objects to be accom- 
plished in dealing with the youth of the com- 
munity. Specific methods mentioned are an 
occasional lecture, evangelistic meeting, and 
the organization of the athletics of the young 
men and boys of the church. Summer camps 
are commended for the vacation season. 

Popular lectures, reading circles. and even- 
ing classes are named as definite methods for 
the use of the department for promoting in- 
tellectual development. 

As a whole the plan of the Men’s League 
is commendable. It gives each member of 
the church something to do, and its purposes 
are easily within the grasp of the average 
man of the congregation. 
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“Little Interest in Athletics 


J. L. Harbour tells of a Men’s Brother- 
1004 in Boston which is so deeply interested 
in practical Christian work that it has little 
interest in athletics. The Brotherhood is 
connected with the Ruggles Street Baptist 
Church, of which Rev. Dr. A. C. Dixon was 
pastor for several years. It grew out of a 
class in the Sunday school known as the 
Workingmen’s Bible class. Meetings are 
held at four every Sunday afternoon in the 
vestry of the church. Mr. G. H. Wellington 


rs! the teacher and leader. 
_ made of temperance and evangelistic work. 
Gospel wagon and tent meetings are carried 
on in summer. The significant thing about 
this organization is that it is engaged serious- 
ly in the work of promoting the interests of 
Christ’s kingdom. In commenting on this 
phase Mr. Flarbour says: 


“This is a men’s class that has never taken _ 


any special interest in athletics. There is 
an outdoor ‘gym’ in connection with the 
church, but it is used mostly by the younger 
men in other departments of the Sunday 
school. The Brotherhood is comnesed large- 
ly of men in middle life, and it has a num- 
ber of elderly men in it, with a few members 
still in the twenties. Very few of its mem- 
bers ‘run to athletics,’ and they seem more 
interested in their Gospel meetings, and con- 
duct cottage prayer meetings. If a vote of 
the class were taken it is pretty certain that 
the Brotherhood would give its preference 
to the regular meetings of the class or its 
social gatherings.” 

The social life is limited to the monthly so- 
cial and the annual banquet, the latter being 
held in October, It is attended by five hun- 
dred men. The monthly social is attended 
by the wives and children of the men. 


Reaching Men in the Country 


' A gratifying discovery is that the new 
‘movement of organized Bible classes will aid 
’ in reviving religious interest among men in 
the country districts. Men especially are 
responsive to the new movement class ideas 
and plans. One worker says, “I have helped 
to organize scores of such classes and in not 
one instance was there a failure to secure a 
good number of men at the preliminary mect- 
ing. In one small country village this meet- 
ing was held on Sunday afternoon without 
the usual social features and to the surprise 
of the pastor sixty men came together and 
were immediately interested in the formation 
of a class. One man said; ‘We have been 
waiting a long time for just this thing.’” In 
telling how to organize such a elass Mr. W. 
W. Main, who has had much experience, 
says’ “When the time comes for organizing 
the class, a letter, signed by the pastor, the 
superintendent and myself, is sent to as many 
men as possible, especially to those who have 
not been in tke habit of attending Sunday 
school. This letter is an invitation to an in- 
formal social and supper for men at the 
church vestry. This meeting must always be 
carefully prepared for. There must be hearty 
welcome and kind attention to those who 
come: cheerful music, a simple supper, and 
the absence of everything like stiffness and 
formality. Then the purpose of the meeting 
must be thoroughly explained, laying great 
emphasis on the fraternal features of the 
class, the reaching after the ‘other fellow,’ 
and the self-management of the class, and 
the active part which each member is to take 
in its work. Then find out who are ready to 
go into the class, and make the preliminary 
organization at once.” 


A. specialty is: 


There are in some country places today 
organized classes of twenty or thirty mem- 
bers. where « few years ago not one man at- 
tended Sunday school. These classes are 
now the backbone cf the Sunday schoo! and 
the church. 

In explaining the sticcess of the plan Mr. 
John Meryin Hull says: “It is the organiza- 
tion that does it, the feeling that the class 
stands for something. There are thousands 
of men who will do under authorization as 
an officer or committee what they would oth- 
erwise shrink from; for in the organized 
class they represent something more than 
themselves.” 

In support of his theory Mr. Hull gives 
seyeral pertinent incidents: One~ country 
class was organized lately in a little seashore | 
town. Most of those who assembled were 


seafaring men, and a sturdy “Cap’n Eri’’ was 
elected as president of the class 

“Why,” he said, “I can’t do that. I never 
did such a thing in my life. But,” he con- 


“T'li tell you 
If yowll stand by 


tinued after thinking a minute, 
what I'll do, shipmates. 
me, I’ll stand by you.” And -they are all 
“standing by.’ In one place a middle-aged 
man who had not been in the habit of at- 
tending Sunday school wes chosen treas- 
urer of the class. His first exclamation was, 
“What will my wife say?” Not feeling sure 
of his ability to fill the office acceptably, he 
accepted it on trial jor three months.. He 
has now kept it for several years. These are 
instances, which I afm very reluctant not to 
multiply, showing that there is material in 
country places for the different ORC ers i and 
committees that )are/ ceded 
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Among the Women of a New York 
Village 

A woman's Bible class with a membership 
of 106 is a feature of the First Baptist 
Church, Medina, N. Y. It was started pri- 
marily to reach young married women who 
had dropped out of the Sunday school after 
marriage. Like all undertakings that are 
worth while this class was born of hard work 
on the part of one consecrated person. Dr. 
Emily F. Swett, the organizer and present 
teacher, tells “how it was done:”’ “We se- 
cured about seventy names and to each one 
I wrote a personal pen letter, inviting them 
to be present at the Baptist church on a 
certain Sunday at 12 o’clock for the purpose 
of organizing a class or sisterhood for our 
mutual improvement, spiritually, socially, 
mentally and physically. About forty re- 
sponded, and after a full discussion an organ- 
ization was effected.” The plan is that of 
the “new movement,” which is that there is 
a full organization with president and other 
officers. and that the class manages itself in 
place of being “bossed” by the teacher. An- 
other feature worthy of note is that Mrs. 
Swett was willing to write seventy personal 
letters with her pen. Circulars may have 
their place, but when definite results are 
warted the personal letter or personal call is 
the best method in existence. 
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A Remedy for “Dry” Sermons 


It is always interesting and often profit- 
able to read the opinions of a discriminating 
critic, provided the critic is unprejudiced. 
The unprejudiced critic will do more than 
merely point out faults. He will propose a 
remedy for the defects he criticizes. For that 
reason Mr. Arthur C. Benson’s discussion of 
sermons and sermonizers in the National Re- 
view is of interest to all preachers. Many 
pastors will read this paragraph with deep 
interest: 

“A layman, even a pious layman, is apt to 
talk of the necessity of sitting through a 
weekly sermon with a sort of shudder. And 
yet conceive of the difficulty of the situation! 
To address the same people, twice.a week, on 
religious subjects for, say, twenty years! And 
the difficulty is increased a hundredfold by 
the fact that if a clergyman makes his ser- 
mons practical, drawing them from his daily 
experience, he is sure to be accused of 
preaching at some one or other. The truth 
is that to preach effectively to the same con- 
gregation twice a Sunday, for twenty years, 
a man needs to be a saint, and a man of the 
world, and a literary man, and an orator, all 
in one. And then, too, from the point of 
view of the listener, how few speakers there 
are whom one desires to hear at all! There 
are perhaps a dozen parliamentary orators 
that one would take the trouble to go and 
hear. once in a way; but I can recall no 
orator, living or dead, to whom I would will- 
ingly listen twice a week for the remainder 
of my life. Jf I had to take my choice be- 
tween hearing, say, Chrysostom, or Bossuct, 
or Newman, twice for a week for the rest of 
my life, and never hearing them at ali, I 
should not hesitate to choose the latter al- 
. ternative.” 

Two remedies are proposed. One is for the 
pastor to read the sermons of distinguished 
pulpiteers, and the other is to give more va- 
riety to sermons. “If Robertson, or New- 
man, or Kingsley have written persuasively 
and enthusiastically about some point of the 
Christian life, why should we not be allowed 
to listen to their words, rather than to the 
words of a tired and possibly dispirited man 
whe preaches because he must, and not be- 
caucg. Pe has any very urgent message to de- 
iver, 

The ‘really sensible and encouraging part 
of the paper is where Mr. Benson advocates 
greater varicty and points out how the pas- 
tor may make his sermon interesting to “lay- 
men, even pious laymen,” and we concur 
heartily in the recommendation: “There is 
nothing which so holds the attention of old 
and young alike’ as a biographical lecture; 
why are not sermons more biographical? 
Why should net one listen to a simple narra- 
tive of the life of some hero or saint? Why 
is it justifiable to attempt to spin a sermon 
out of the meager and attenuated records of 
the life of St. Matthias or St.:Jude, and not 
to preach about Gordon or Father Damien? 

“Then, too, surely the parable, the story, is 
sadly neglected. With the example of the 
Saviour before us, why may not his disciples 
make a simple tale the vehicle of divine 
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teaching? I declare that Hans Andersen’s 
parable of the flax, or if one must be more 
historical, the tale of the Monk Telemachus 
in the Colosseum, are worth a hundred ex- 
positions of high doctrine. For the truth is 
that it is not doctrine that we live by, but 
great examples, glowing hopes, simple affec- 
tions. It does not really help to change a 
man that he should understand the doctrine 
of consubstantiation, though that may be an 
important piece of scientific theology, but 
that he should desire to be different, that he 
should see in a flash the hardness, the mean- 
ness, the coldness of his life, and its greater 
possibilities,” 


Reversible Pews 


The Sixth Presbyterian Church of Albany, 
N. Y., some years ago adopted a simple ex- 
pedient for making its auditorium pews more 
convenient for Sunday school purposes. In 
the main sections every other pew was made 
reversible, so that by throwing it over there 
would be two. pews facing each other. A 
class can sit in the facing pews very comfost- 
ably. The pew that reverses is hung at the 
ends very much like a street car seat. This 
arrangement does not mar the appearance of 
the auditorium, and is a great convenience 
in handling the Sunday schoel. 


Power of the “Glad Hand” 


Names 

Whenever the editor of this department 
hears of a pastor or other church worker 
who “brings things to pass” he always tries 
to discover the principles or methods by 
which such succéss is achieved. His grow- 
ing conviction is that the real vital secret is 
the personal touch, which may be extended 
hy organization. Without the life giving ele- 
ment of the pastor’s personality in contact 
with the people the most extensive machin- 
ery will be disappointing. A real live man 
does not need much of a machine, but he will 
make and use one for the purpose of enlisting 
other personalities, and in making the most 
of his own strength and time. After studying 
the methods of a very successful young pas- 
tor for some time, seeking for the vital 
points, the writer did not find the real ex- 
planation until he attended an evening service 
at the church where this young man is pas- 
tor. The people were thronging through 
the cpen doors by the hundreds, but the pas- 
tor was out in front greeting and shaking 
hands with the congregation “while it was 
arriving.” He did not slight a single indi- 
vidual man, woman, boy or girl. He called 
names readily and had a pleasant word for 
each. In the corridor and in the galleries 
young men of the church were assisting in 
the work of giving a welcome. But of the 
900 people in that congregation, the pastor 
had greeted nearly the last one, shaken 
hands, and called the name. “How can you 
remember all the names?” I asked after the 
service. “Oh, that’s easy,” he repield, “when 
you make up your mind to do it. It pays, 
too. If you can recall Brown’s name he will 
like you for it, but if you remember the. ba- 
by’s name you capture the whole family,” 


and 


Developing Singers. 
Spontaneous singing is a great help in re- 
_ vival work, and it is not difficult to train a 
~ company of your people for service of this 
kind. A good plan is to get the young people 
together on week nights and drill them on 
four or five simple Gospel songs and several 
hymns, until they can sing them through 
without the hooks. They should be taught 
to accent the important words, paying great 
attention to light and shade, and to sing un- 
accompanied, with blended voices. A dozen 
singers of this kind scattered through a con- 
gregation, working in concert with the pas- 
tor, could be used effectively in promoting: 
sportaneous and heartfelt singing, especially 
during an after-meeting or a song service. 
What a difference such a company would 
make in the mid-week prayer meeting! New 
scngs could be learned from time to time. 
Such singers could be sent to hospitals or 
jails on Sunday afternoons. At hospitals a 
good plan is to sing two songs in a ward. 
Where the songs are handled as suggested 
they are very effective. For street and tent 
meetings singers of this kind are indispens- 
able. Work of this kind does not require 
special talent. Ordinary singers can be used, 
the saving point being that they must have 
the words thoroughly committed, and have 
the emphasis, light and shade, down fine. 
Another effective use of singing is to have a 
solo as a climax to a sermon, to come just 
at the end and without announcement. 


Temperance Instruction 


Any pastor who has ever attempted to 
work up interest in a temperance meeting 
knows that the “talent”? must be of superior 
quality in order to get a crowd. There must 
be a liberal sprinkling of the entertainment 
feature, singing, etc. Recitations, and dia- 
logues are helpful. Good results may be ob- 
tained by following the methods of the Mor- 
gan Memorial Total Abstinence Guild of 
Boston. A _ prospectus is issued giving a 
“provisional programme” for the months of 
August, September, October, November and 
December. Meetings are held every Satur- 
day night, often followed by a social hour, 
After each principal address there is a dis- 
cussion of the subject, a question box or per- 
sonal experience. No one besides the prin- 
cipal speaker is to qccupy more than five 
minutes unless voted the privilege by the au- 
dience. Various young people’s societies en- 
liven the meetings by short readings and mu- 
sical selections at the opening and between 
speeches. The programs are made up in sec- 
tions, One topic being treated each month: 
“Social aspects,” “co-operative aspects,” 
“denominational aspects,” “political aspects,” 
“racial aspects.” 

Following is a sample program, which shows 
how much variety may be introduced into 
meetings of this kind: 


SOCIAL ASPECTS OF TEMPERANCE 
REFORM. : 

During August on hot nights our meetings 

will be held on the Roof Garden of Morgan 

Memorial. Free cold drinks each night. These 
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meetings will be less formal and more social. 

Aug. 15. <A special Social will be held to 
which all Open Reform Clubs are invited. 

Aug. 22. The Excelsior Brotherhood and 
Ready Hand Circle of Kings Daughters 
are to assist. 


CO-OPERATIVE ASPECTS OF TEMPER- 
: ANCE REFORM. 

The following Temperance Organizations 
will explain to us their work and suggest ways 
of mutual helpfulness: 

Sept. 5. Mass. Anti-Saloon League—M. J. 
Fanning, State Supt. 

Sept. 12. Mass. Women’s Christian Temper- 
ance Union.—Mrs, Katherine Lent Steph- 
enson. 

Sept. 19. Mass. Total Abstinence Society.— 
Rev. Alfred Noon, D.D., Supt. 

Sept. 26. Open Reform Clubs: 

ES ee ee Bay State Reform 

ub. 

Mr. Burnsville—President Mass. State Re- 

form Club. 

D. W. Whalen—President Mass. Roman 

Catholic Total. Abstinence Society. 


DENOMINATIONAL ASPECTS OF TEM- 
PERANCE REFORM. 

The attitude and work of the various reli- 
gious denominations to this great cause are 
to be brought out by a distinguished represen- 
tative as follows: 


Oct. 3. The Baptist—Rev. M. R. Deming. 
Oct. 10. The Methodist—Rev. J. Galbraith, 
IBE DE 


Oct. 17. The Congregationalist—Rey. W. F. 
McElveen, 

Oct. 24. The Unitarian—Rev. Chas. F. Dole. 

Oct. 31. The Episcopalian—Rev. Wm. Ray- 
mond. 

Nov. 7. The Roman Catholic—Rev. Father 
Callaghan. 


POLITICAL ASPECTS OF TEMPERANCE 


REFORM. 
Nov. 14. Why Vote No?—Rev. Chas. A. 
Crane. 
Noy. 21. Ways -by which we can swell the 


NO Vote.—Judge Fallon. 

Novy. 28. Baked Bean Supper followed by dis- 
cussion of the following subject: “Ss Bos- 
ton Politics Ruled by Rum?” 

Dec. 5. NO Vote Rally. : 


RACIAL ASPECTS OF TEMPERANCE 
REFORM. 

Dec. 12. ‘The Irish and Temperance Reform.— 
Hugh Kelly. 

Dec: 19. The Scotch and Temperance Re- 

form.—John R. Anderson. 

Dec. 26. The Jew and Temperance Reform.— 
Rabbi Fleischer. 


Men’s Classes 


Some time ago I received the longest letter 
I ever had in my life.. It was ten feet long. 
The body of the letter was a brief invitation 
to attend the banquet of the Federation of 
Men’s Bible Classes of the Sunday Schools 
of Ashland, Ohio. Then followed the signa- 
tures of more than 800 men. Of course, I 
accepted such an invitation. On reaching 


Mymne:—"Specd Away! Speed Away!” 
Solos:—“Let the Lowor Lights be Burning” 


Choir Scleesion—"Are You Dritting?" 
Reading—"Apostrophe to the Oceaw . Byron 


Uy ning! Fe 
jon! —"Mantor, the Tompest Is Raging* 


Choir Selection—"Who WIN Man the Life Boat?* 
Neadiog—"Threo Bella” ; 


Ashland on the appointed evening, I found 
817 men in front of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. Forming into line, we marched to 
the music of a brass band through the main 
streets of the town to the banquet hall. Thus 
more than 800 men proclaimed publicly that 
they were attendants upon Sunday School and 
students of the Bible. I heard from. Ashland 
this week and last Sunday there were 1,150 
men present in the Sunday Schools of the 
town. What one town of 7,000 inhabitants 
has done, another can do.—Joseph Clark in a 
speech at a Sunday School convention in 
Cleveland. 


A SEA SIDE SERIES OF SUNDAY 
EVENING TRIPS. 

Under this striking title Rev. W. N. P. 
Dailey, pastor of Trinity Reformed Church, 
Amsterdam, N. Y., gave a series of interest- 
ing Sunday evening sermons last spring. The 
announcement was made on an attractive 
four page folder in which paper of a light 
blue tint was used. A neat typographical 
feature is the use of electros of battleships 
in the upper left hand corners. Two seryices 
are printed on each page. The announcefient 
consists of the topic, text, titles of hymns, 
solos, choir. selection, and a reading. Note 
should be made of the introduction of a read- 
ing’ in a Sunday evening service. It is some- 
thing new, but it is worthy of a long wel- 
come. The full program for this series of 
sermons is herewith given: 


Clue, darkly, deeply, beautiful blue, —Southey The whpaitured 10a Aungering for calm. —Shelley 


i rN Sunday, March 4, ‘06 
Fy SETTING SAIL 


. 
“=e1t  ~ SHIPWRECKED 

Seripture—Acts 21.16; 271-12 Scripture—Acts 27.8344 
Hymow’—"Throw Out the Life Line” 


“How Plem a Foundation" 
“Lay Hold of tho Lite Lino” 
“God Bo With You" 


Solos*—"Load, Kindly Light 
Edward O. Bartlett 
“In tho Flaven of Rest” 
Mrs, Julia Morrison 


“Jesus Saves! Josus 
“Lead Me, Savior, Lest | St 
“Launch Out Into the Deep" 


Mra, Wm. B. G 
“Hilde Me, © My Savior, F 
Archer Ho: 


Cholr Selections—"Ship Ahoy! Hear the Cry!” 
“Saved From the Wreck” 
Reading—"The Loss of the Arctic" 


Sunday, March 25, 1906 
THE LAST VOYAGE 


Seripture—Ezokiol 27.96; 1 Tim. 4.5-8 


Sunday, March 11, 1906 
TEMPEST TOSSED 


Soripture—Act® 27.1352 


Hymns:—"Roek of Ages, Clore for mo” 
“Homeward Round 
“Tho Evergrocn Shore" 
“Home, Sweet Home" 
Solos;—"Shall We Gather at the River?” 
Miss Plorence Shuts 
“Nearer My Father's Houso” 
Moya R. Burns 
Choir Soleetion—"T Sail in the Light" 
Reading—"The Piiot” 


Pilot Me™ 
Mont Rifted Rock™ 
“Whon' Winds are Blowing” 
“safe In the Life Boat" 


Miss Madolyn B. Shults 
“Phot of Gulllee" 
Miss Mildred Pangburn 


Whittier 
J never waren the dull, tome shore, 


Oxcas inte tempat wreneht —Young But J loved the great sea more aed more —Cormcalt 


HARD TO FIND! 

This is a season of ordinations. We wonder 
what impression these ceremonies make on 
outsiders. Some of these services are certain- 
ly very impressive. In other cases the sensa- 
tions of onlookers may be somewhat like those 
of the little girl, who after observing a service 
of this sort, was somewhat confused in her 
notions as to its significance. She did not 
know what it meant, “unless the bishop was 
feeling of their heads to see if they had any 
brains before he sent them off to preach.” In 
some cases we fear the bishop will have to feel 
long to find the brains. 


Sunday, March 18, "06 


s.s.,Beocbor 


J. E. Coditpp 


Sermon Topics 


The following card may contain a suggestion 
for those pastors who like to keep their ser- 
mons in touch with the Sunday School les- 
sons: 

The Gospel According to The Book of 
Genesis, a series of Sunday evening sermons. 
Lakewood Methodist Episcopal Church, cor- 
ner Summit avenue and Detroit street, Cleve- 
land, O. 

Noy. 4. Creation: The Glory of Man— 
Gen. chs. 1-2. 

Nov. rt. The Fall: The Curse of Sin. The 
Promise of Redemption.—Gen. ch. 3. 

Nov. 18. Cain and Abel: The Unright- 
eous and The Righteous.—Gen. ch. 4. S 

Nov. 25. The Flood: Justice and Mercy. 
—Gen. chs. 6-9. 

The service begins at 7:30 P. M. You are 
cordially invited. John H. Blackburn, Pastor. 


“The First Question Asked of Man” was the 
topic of an evening sermon by J. M. Hare, 
Parmly Memorial Baptist Church, Jersey City. 


Seventh evening series. Popular Sermons. 
“Business.” Zion Reformed Church, Strouds- 
burg, Pa. O. H. E. Rauch, minister. Serv- 
ices: 10:30 a. m.; 7:00 p. m. During Novem- 
ber and December, 1906, dates and themes: 


Nov. 4. My Business. 

Noy. 11. Working Capital. 

Nov 18. Cash Business. 

Noy. 25. Mind Your Business. 

Dec. 2. Sheriffed—failed. 

Dec. 9. GRAFT. 

Sunday evenings at St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, Sterling, Illinois. E. Lee Fleck, 
pastor. Sermons on the Bible: 


“The Divinity of the Bible.” 
“The Necessity of the Bible.” 
“The Necessity of a Written 


September 16. 
September 23. 
September 30. 
Bible.” 
October 7. 
October 14. 
quences.” 
October 21. 
October 28. 
Lost 
November 4. 
November 11. 
Bible.” 
November 18. 
November 25. 
Bible.” 


“The Permanence of the Bible.” 
“The Bible Lost and the Conse- 


Sacred Concert. 
“How the Bible is Practically 


“How to Find the Bible.” 
“Necessity of Studying the 


~The Power of the Bible.” 
“The Sufficiency of the 


Foundation Stones—seven sermons on the 
Lord’s Prayer. E. S. Lewis, First Methodist 
Church, Columbus, O, 

I. The Foundation of The Gospel. Father- 
hood. Text: “Our Father who art in 
heaven.” 

II. The Foundation of Religion: Rever- 
ence. Text: “Hallowed be thy name.” 

Ill. The Foundation of Civilization: The 
Kingdom. Text: “Thy kingdom come.” 

IV. The Foundation of Holiness: Conse- 
cration, Text: “Thy will be done.” 
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V. The Foundation of Temporal Blessings: 
Providence. Text: “Give us this day our 
daily bread.” 

VI. The Foundation of Spiritual Blessings: 
Pardon, Text: “Forgive us our debts.” 

VII. The Foundation of Personal Prosper- 
ity: Guidance. Text: “Bring us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.” 


Four evenings with Johns of History. J. A. 
Higgons, Central Congregational Church, 
Chelsea, Mass. Sunday evenings, 7 o’clock. 

Oct. 21. John the Baptist—The history of a 
soul, or the real lesson of Robert Elsmere. 

Oct. 28. John Fiske, or the history of Evo- 
lution. 

Noy. 4. John Sebastian Bach and John 
Stainer—Some Musical history, 

Noy. 1. John Bunyan vs. Geo, Macdonald. 


LEGENDS THAT PREACH. 
Season 1906. Congregational Church, Sab- 


bath evenings. E. B. TreFethren, Pastor, 
Waubay, So. Dak. 

I. June 14. “May Blossom;” or, The Kiss 
of the Holy Spirit. 

IJ. June 28. “The Great Stone Face;” or, 
The Power of an Ideal. 

Ill. July 5. “Barbarossa;”’ or, The Im- 
mortality of Greatness. 

IV. July 19. “Quo Vadis?” or, The Savior 
Crucified Afresh. 

V. August 2. “Tarry Thou Till I Come;” 


or, God’s Purpose in the Hebrew Race. 
VI. August 16. “The Rejected Corner- 
stone,” or Christ’s Place- in Human History, 
VII. August 30. “The Holy Grail;”’ or, 
The Sacredness of the Holy Communion. 


A 


‘9 y Pastoral Problems 


REALITY IN PREACHING. 


In preaching, today we ask for greater sim- 
plicity and more directness. We put up with 
an absence of decoration for decoration’s sake, 
Or, rather, we are glad to be rid of it. Men 
demand of a preacher that he be supremely 
honest. If he can say what he means less 
rhetorically, more exactly, be more honest, in 
short, by writing, than by unrestrained extem- 
porary speech, they are careless as to his 
method—only, they want the man, and the 
man’s truth—‘“the note of joyous reality” in 
all he says: They ask, too, for the entire pre- 
servation of a man’s personality in his utter- 
ance. that there be no more pretense or affec- 
tation or acting in the pulpit than in the club; 
that Paul be Paul, and Peter not try to be 
John. They’d rather have young Evan Rob- 
erts come from the Welsh mines, to talk for 
seyen minutes in his own way, with the touch 
of God upon him, than to have him try to put 
on the classic robe of Richard S, Storrs. Say 
your say from your soul, and leave the issue 
with God—that’s their ideal of preaching! 
Think of the varieties of personality, and their 
unity in this, the note of reality; from Phil- 
lips Brooks freely rushing like a mill-race, or 
impetuously glancing through his translucent 
manuscript, to Dwight L. Moody under the 
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pines on Round Top in Northfield, with the 
silent college boys about him; simply telling 
them there in the twilight, of God and prayer, 
and the great Hand laid on their hands. 
Those fellows did not care so much what 
Moody believed—they cared very much what 
he was! And when he talked of God to 
them, they were ready to trace it back to his 
early morning watch in “the upper room” of 
yonder farm-house, alone with the Book and. 
God!—Rev. Dr. A. E. Cross, in a recent ser- 
mon at the Old South Church, Boston.—Con- 
gregationalist, 


MAKING USE OF MEN: 

Under this title is a suggestive editorial in 
The Advance which it is well to emphasize 
just- at this time when churches are entering 
into the fall and winter work. The editorial 
calls attention to the method of pushing mis- 
sionary operations among the Mormons, where 
the whole Church is a standing army and a 
young man is likely to be drafted int@ service 
any moment. The editorial goes on to say: 

“The method raises an inquiry whether we 
are not depending too much upon the ministry 
and too little on the rank and file in the work 
of church extension. 

“But what better. can be done? The Mor- 
mon plan suggests the reply—get more of the 
laymen at work for the Church. Eyan 
Roberts was a workingman, and he went out 
and converted more people in a year than half 
the ministers in Wales put together. The Sal- 
vation Army has accomplished nearly all its 
results by setting laymen at work. It has de- 
veloped much force out of unpromising ma- 
terial. The amount of unused force in a body 
so intelligent as the Congregational denomin- 
ation is appalling to think of. And it is equal- 
ly painful to think that any set of men expect 
the Kingdom of Heaven to prevail as long as 
there is such an amount of material going to 
waste. Nine-tenths of almost any congrega- 
tion think they know just how the minister 
should preach; two-thirds of them have the 
opinion tucked up their sleeves that they could 
give him some valuable pointers. And yet 
their ability is not used to man an empty pul- 
pit or rescue a weak church! . . . We are 
constantly reminded that the ministerial pro- ~ 
fession is relatively losing influence because 
other classes have moved up to the same level 
of culture. Then let this increased culture and 
influence of the laity remain in missionary / 
work,” =e 


If The Churches Were All One _ 


It was after dinner and in a beautiful home. 
One of the guests had attended church the 
previous Sunday—an unusual event for hiin. 
It was suggested that if the host could’ be in- 
duced to do even that it would be a great ac- 
complishment. 

He laughed and said he was waiting until 
all of the churches got together before he 
attended or became identified He asked what 
good he could get from going to hear one 
man denounce another. 

At that there was a protest: “That mis- 
taken idea proves that you’ haven’t been in 
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church for a longer time than I thought pos- 
sible,” chimed the little preacher and the 
writer. = 

“Oh, it will come,” the banker and capi- 
talist retorted. 

That may be, said the writer, but it will 
result in less good being accomplished. For 
actual results, give me a live little church— 
the big one has to be too dignified. While 
our friend the capitalist might not object to 
getting out and shoveling dirt in his front 
or back yard, his standing in the community 
forbids. The big church must not get down 
and dig for souls, or it will lose its dignity. 
There are some notable exceptions, but they 
are notable because they are exceptional. 

A merging of all denominations would re- 
sult in more big churches and less smaller ones. 
When a church gets big it is considered 
proper to hire assistants and deaconesses to 
do work that is or should be done by the mem- 
bers in the smaller church. 

Some years ago there was a little country 
in which there was one big church, and 
every one went at least once a year to that 
big church. They prayed towards it. The 
music and ceremony were probably the most 
magnificent of any in all the world. True 
there were small chapels throughout the land 
for convenience, but even they were built to 
face this great big church. 

The preacher had hundreds of assistants. 
It was so big that many men made it a profit- 
able business to change the money of various 
kinds, to the kind usually put on the collection 
plate. This business with others kept getting 
closer until finally it got clear inside the church 
itself. 

A young man who was very fond of going 
to the small chapel in his native town went 
up to this big church one day and knotted some 
cords together and drove the bankers out of 
this big church. They weren’t afraid of the 
cords but they were afraid of the truth which 
went with the swish of the cords. He said: 
“You have made this big church, which should 
be a place of worship, a place of business” 
Not long before, a woman whose life he had 
spoken plainly about said, to evade the state- 
ment: “Our fathers worship in this moun- 
tain, but you say the big church is the place 
to worship.” He replied: 

“That is true, but the time will come, and 
now is, that all who worship God will worship 
him in spirit and in truth.” 

He pronounced for mentality and spirituality 
in religion, in preference to locality. 

The writer remarked to the capitalist that 
the time would come when men would go to 
church only to express the worship of God, 
in. which they were engaged every day through 
the week in their business, their work, their 
pleasure, their friendships and their love. 

But let us see what became of this young 
man with the knotted cords in his hand and 
the truth on his lips, 

He said that the day of the big church was 
at an end. He was accused of threatening 
to destroy it. 

And he was working to that end, although 
not in the way his accusers imagined. He 


was building something better, which would 
take the place of it. 

Two ordinary fellows came to him—he him- 
self was a workman—and what he said to them 
impressed them as much as he had im- 
pressed the bankers, but in a different way 
They went and told their brothers and they, 
doubting, came and were impressed. The 
small company grew and they quit their busi- 
ness and spent their time listening to this 
young man talk, and this small group grew and 
grew until it affected other groups. - For 
several hundreds of years it produced no 
church building of any account, but in that 
time the lights went: out in the big church and 
more than that was accomplished—not only 
were lights put out but lights were lit in the 
darkness of paganism. It conquered the na- 
tion that conquered the world but it produced 
no great churches until three hundred years 
after it started. ; 

And today with nearly a quarter million of 
churches of all kinds in the world, large and 
small, it grows by being planted in small 
churches. 

But there will be a day when not only all 
denominations shall merge and all creeds shall 
melt into one great loving cup—a holy grail, 
but when all those who have been redeemed 
shall belong to one church. That time is not 
more than eighty years ahead for any Chris- 
tian today. In fact that church was estab- 
lished soon after creation and has been added 
to daily, and while some who attain to its 
membership may never have belonged to a 
church, large or small, previously, the great 
majority are recruited from the various con- 
gregations of all hues and colors. Can we 
not endure the differences of some small 
church below as a probation to membership 
in the one all universal and only true church, 
just over the border, separated by a canopy 
of blue? 

What happened to the young man? They 
could not bear the thought of losing this big 
church with all its ceremony and so chose the 
big church and its ceremony in preference to 
the small group and the truth taught by this 
young man. They put him on an arrangement 
of timbers—the emblem of greatest shame and 
disgrace. When on these timbers he died—the 
curtain in this big church, separating the pres- 
ence of God and the congregation, was torn 
asunder and the big church’s glory departed. 

One of the soldiers, a pagan, who helped 
lift him up on the timbers said: “Surely this 
was the Son of God,’ and the emblem of 
shame that was lifted up became an emblem 
of honor throughout the world, placed on the 
breasts of brave men and on the dome of 
places where the young man who spoke the 
truth is worshipped, in churches, large and 
small. His presence comes to all of them, but 
only when they are visited by men who believe 
and obey him, and it departs with them. 

From this fact alone I believe He more often 
goes to small rather than big churches. But 
of this we shall know more when we join His 
one and only large church invisible, tri- 
umphant. 

Let us follow Him now. 
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Issued Monthly 


AN INVESTMENT THAT PAYS THE 
PREACHER 95 PER CENT. 


The Sunday school pays the largest divi- 
dends of any church enterprise. Read the 
facts, and see if you do not think you would 
better invest a little. 


DIVIDENDS. 
PREACH ELS os nication aka 95 per cent. 
Chinches toc sas hao oh he ee 75 per cent. 
EONVCTES:. aia. Sarcate ciate ae Oia es 85 per cent. 
MV ST ICCTS ees wh als Alavathssen, ieee 95 per cent. 
INVESTMENTS. 
Pastor’s time and attention....... IO per cent. 
Parents’ time and attention....... IO per cent. 
Moneys'collectedsticu:. sn. sarees I per cent. 
Theological Sem., less than....... I per cent. 


Denominational papers, less than. 1 per cent. 


This means that 95 per cent of our preachers, 
85 per cent of our converts, 95 per cent of our 
church workers, come out of the Sunday 
schools and 75 per cent of our churches start 
first as Sunday schools, then develop into 
churches. 

It means, furthermore, that these enormous 
returns come in spite of the fact that our pas- 
tors and parents are not giving over Io per 
cent of their time and attention to the Sunday 
school; that not one per cent of collections is 
spent on the Sunday schools, and that our sem- 
inaries and great denominational papers are 
not giving one per cent of their attention fo 
this great work. 

It means, in short, to put the most feasible 
construction possible upon it, that we are put- 
ting less than 10 per cent of our investment 
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where we are getting more than go per cent of 
our income.—Kentucky Sunday School Re- 
porter. 2 : 

This requires consideration. What are you 
doing for your Sunday schools? Do you keep 
in touch with your superintendent? Lack of 
intelligence as to methods and teaching are 
the great difficulties. To educate your super- 
intendent is the first step. 


You can do this in no more effective way 
than by sending The World Evangel to him 
for a Christmas present. The regular sub- 
scription price is 50 cents (it is worth 75c), 
but I'll give 25c of the Soc if you will give the 
other 25. Just send me a postal card or a 
letter saying, “Add 25c to my subscription ac- 
count and send The World Evangel to my 
Sunday school superintendent, whose name is 


Address 
with my compliments. 


It would do you good to receive it regularly 
—for a Christmas present we will make it two 
for 50c, but they must be for your Sunday 
school superintendent and yourself—and this 
offer is absolutely good only until January 15, 
1907. There is a reason—you may guess it 
from the actual value of the magazine. 


Sincerely, 
= HM; BARTON, 
606 Caxton Bldg., Cleveland, O. 


The Niles Bryant School of Piano Tuning 


Founded in 1898, became a State Corporation in 1906. 


Music Hall,the home of the 
| Niles Bryant School, is the 
4 largest building in the world 
devoted solely to the teach- 
m ing of a single profession by 
correspondence. It isowned 
4and occupied exclusively by 
this School. 

PIANO TUNING PAYS. 
* Our Graduates Earn $5 to $10 per 
Day the Year Round. 

After two or three months 
of study at home, you can be- 
gin to earm money by tuning, voicing, regulating and repairing 

janos. When you have finished our course, we will grant you a 
Di loma, accepted the world over as proof of proficiency. 

e TUNE-A-PHONE, our exclusive patented invention 
makes learning quick and easy. By its use and our personal 
correspondence instruction, Any One Who Can onal 
Hear Can Learn to Tune. 

The ACTION MODEL, repeat- 
edly regulated and repaired by the 
student, teaches how to regulate any 

iano, and how to repair every mis- 
hap which may occur to a piano ac- 
tion. We Supply FREE to each 
student, a Tune-a-Phone, a full-sized 
model of a modern upright Piano 
Action, also all necessary tools. 
We fit our students to command 
splendid profits in the pleasantest 
of professions. Read what some 
of our graduates say about it. 


The Tune-a-Phone in Use. 
Have made as high as $17a day, buthave every hope of making more. 


JOSEPH F. STROEHLEIN, 791 Park Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
In less than one week I tookin#47.50tuning,without neg- 
lecting my pastoral duties. (ReEv.)L.L.LuskK,McLean,Tex. 
Took up your Course Dec. 14th, 1905. Tuned first piano 
Jan. 13th, 1906, for which I received 83. Have since earned 
as much as $12 for six hours’ work. 
FRED NORMAN, 1474 Woodward Ave., Detroit, Mich. 


LET US MAKE YOU LIKEWISE PROSPEROUS. 
The Niles Bryant School of Piano Tuning 
10, Monument Square, 
aa ees -— Battle Creek; Mich., U.S. A. 
Send for Free [Illustrated De- 
scriptive Booklet. 


The Action Model, 
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OIL 


COAL 


STATEMENT 


ALASKA PETROLEUM AND COAL COMPANY’ of 
Seattle, Washington and Catalla, Alaska; organized October, 1903, for 
the purpose of developing newly discovered oil and coal fields centering 
about Controller Bay, Alaska, at the mouth of the Copper River, a 
distance of one thousand miles north of Puget Sound. The business of 


the corporation embraces three departments : 


FIRST—The Oil Department. The company practically divides the 
Catalla Oil Fields with the English Company, so-called, (a corporation 
managed by McKenzie & Mann, of Toronto, the well-known railroad 
builders), The oil holdings are most extensive, embracing some twenty 
square miles in all and including the orginal holdings of the Copper River 
Oil and Mining Co., whose field representatives staked their holdings 
concurrently with those of the English Co. We also acquired late in 1905 
four hundred and eighty acres containing large seepages of “AMBER OIL,” 
the most valuable of lubricating oils, this property and seepages being 
unquestionably the most important in the district. “The company owns two 
complete drilling outfits, oil drilling tools, machinery and supplies valued at 


approximately. twenty-five thousand dollars. 


SECOND—Coal Department. This company is developing under 
lease on favorable terms a mountain of coal called Carbon Mountain, 
claimed to be the pick of the whole district, about three miles long and 
from two thousand to twenty-six hundred feet high, seamed throughout its 
entire width with veins of coal from three to seventeen feet in thickness. 
Bulletin 284, U. S. Geological Survey, just off the press, is our authority 
for stating that we control in this property the highest grade of anthracite 
and steam coals west of Pennsylvania, that holds its own with the best 


Eastern coals. 


The final engineering work preliminary to shipment has just been 
completed and the railroad line surveyed, and preparations made for 
shipment at the earliest possible date. These mines are located thirteen 


miles up the valley from salt water. 
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TOWN 
SITE 


OFFI- 
CERS 


THIRD—The Town Site Department. The company has laid out 
the town site of Catalla, now the headquarters for the district, and our 
judgment in locating this town has been confirmed by its recent selection as 
the terminus for the great railroad system, which will bring out the great 
copper deposits of the Copper River, and smelt them with our coal on land 
selected adjoining and immediately south of the town. The ownership of 


this town is an asset of most substantial character. 


In conjunction with our oil business we own and operate our own 
lighterage facilities, chartering the same when not in active use at a good 


profit to ourselves. 


DIRECTORATE 


Mr. Thomas S. Lippy, president, made a fortune in the Klondike. 
Aside from this corporation his holdings consist chiefly of down town 
business property in the City of Seattle. He is one of the most prominent 
figures in Y. M. C. A. and benevolent work, and the councils of his 


denomination. 


Mr. Clark Davis, vice president and general manager, is in the active 
charge of the business. For many years he was conceded to be the leading 
clergyman in Seattle. He lost his voice and has since been as marked a 


success in business as he was in his former calling. 


Mr. John Schram, treasurer, is also treasurer of the Washington Trust 
Co., and heavily interested in “IRRIGATION” projects, is closely 
identified with educational work and the up-building of the City of Seattle. 


Mr. Chas. H. Baker, second vice president, is the man who harnessed 
Snoqualmie Falls for electrical purposes, and is one of the most prominent 
engineers in the west. His name has. been prominently mentioned in the 
exploiting of railroad franchises in China, and he has been an invaluable 


aid to this company. 


Mr. Thomas A. Livesley of Seattle is the owner of two of the large 
business blocks in this city, and has heavy agricultural interests in Oregon 
and Anzona. He has just succeeded on the Board Mr. Robert Moran, 
head of Moran Brothers Co., ship builders. Mr. Moran has been obliged 
since completing the great battleship “Nebraska” to rebuild his health in 


foreign travel, 
XI SEE NEXT PAGE 
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Mr. W. J. Hotchkiss of San Francisco is a foremost business man in 
his city and state. He is president of the Central California Fruit Canning 
Association, and is managing owner of the famous Port Blakely Mills on 
Puget Sound, and is a heavy land owner in the state of California, and, 
though engaged in ventures of the greatest magnitude, has time to travel 
1500 miles to attend important meetings of the company. He has arranged 
to introduce our coal in California. 


Mr. H. H. Harriman, secretary, is an attorney and also secretary of 
the Alaska Coast Co., engaged in the transportation business between 
Puget Sound and Alaska, and of the Eureka Motor Co., the leading factor 


in the local automobile business. 


References :—Dexter Horton Bank; National Bank of Commerce; 
Washington Trust Co. of Seattle; Ladd & Tilton, Bankers; and the U.S. 
National Bank of Portland, Ore. Recent reports can also be had from 
R. G. Dunn & Co. and Bradstreet & Co. 


TESTIMONIALS 


DEXTER HORTON BANK 
FINAN- “To Whom it may concern :— 
ABILI- While not in a position to speak of the property of the Alaska 
TY Petroleum and Coal Company, we can say of the officers of the said 
Company, that all the said gentlemen stand high in our community as men 
of honor and integrity, and we feel that any statement made by them would 
be relied upon. And we feel certain that they would not allow their 
names to be associated with any enterprise which they do not firmly believe 
to be all right. Yours very truly, 
N. H. LATIMER, Manager.” 


FIRST NATIONAL BANK 
“To Whom it may Concern :— 


This is to certify that the officers of the Alaska Petroleum and Coal 
Company are well known men of this city, and are nightly recognized as 
being men of good business judgment and sterling integrity. I have known 


them personally for some time past, and it gives me great pleasure to 
recommend them. Yours truly, 


~ R. F. PARKHURST, Ass’t Cashier. 
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OPPOR- 
TUNITY 
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By vote of the directors on October 26th a block of stock has been 
placed on the market for sale at forty cents per share, subscriptions to be 
opened November 5th. The company will accept immediate subscriptions 
at this price in amounts of one hundred shares and upwards. Fill out and 
attach the appended subscription blank and mail it with draft direct to the 
company or arrange for the delivery of stock through a local bank or 


_ through the National Bank of Commerce at Seattle. 


APPLI- 
CATION 


It is the intention of the management to make this stock worth par 
or better at the earliest possible date. The successful completion of the 
boring operations now nearly completed will do this, and the inauguration 
of coal shipments, which should not be later than the fall of 1907, will give 


a value of at least one dollar per share. 


N. B.—The company reserves the nght to cancel and return all 
subscriptions received subsequent to the completion of our 
present oil well. 


THIS BLANK SHOULD BE USED IN MAKING 
APPLICATION FOR SHARES 


HENRY R. HARRIMAN, 
Sec’y Alaska Petroleum and Coal Co., 
725-731 New York Bldg., 
SEATTLE, WASH. 


I hereby make application for shares (not less than 100) 


in the Alaska Petroleum and Coal Company, and agree to pay for same at 
the rate of 40c per share, on receipt of certificate. 


Name 


Address 


NOTE:—This stock is not generally advertised. This opportunity 
was offered to the readers of this magazine at the request of the publisher. 
His knowledge of the integrity of the officers of the company and the 
value of its holdings was obtained through one of our stockholders. 
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